
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



\\,.\. 



V 



TH fi . 



LETTERS 



OF 



FLINT 



VOL. IL 



LETTERS 

FLINT 

THE 

CONSUL: 

With Occafional Remarks. 



By WILLIAM MELMOTH, Efq; 
THE NINTH EDITION, 

REVISCD AND CORRECTED. 




LONDON: 

Printed for J. Dodsiey, in Pali-Mall, 

M.DCC.XCVI. 



< « ) 



THE 



hE T T E R S 



OP 



p LI N r. 



BOOK VII. - 

- • " .■■■■■....■■■■■ ■ 1 1 ' ■ ■ I I J 

L'E T T E R L to Rest^tutusu 

THI'S obfl^inate diftemper which liangs upon 
you, grcady alarms mci and diof* I know 
how cxtrcmdy temperate you are;, yet I 9m afr^d 
your difeafe (hould getjlie better 4pf your mode- 
ration. Let me :intrcat youthen jto xefift it with a 
determined abftenuoufnefs: a remedy, be aflured^ 
of all others the mod laudable, as well as the mod 
jalutary. There is Aodiing impra^cable in what 
i necommend: it is a rule, at kaft^ which I always 
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enjoin my family to obfcrvc with refpcft to myfclfl 
I tell them, (hould I be attacked with any dilbr- 
der, I hope I ihali defire nothing of which I 
ought either to be afhamed, or have reafon to re- 
pent; however, if my diftemper fliould prevail 
over my judgement, I forbid them to give me any 
thing but by the confent of my phyficians; and 
I^ affure the people about me, that I ftall re- 
lent their compliance with me in things improper, 
as much as another man would their refufal. I 
had once a moft l^iotent fcveri when the fit was 
a liftle abated, and I had been anointed*, my 
phyfician offered me fomething to drinW: I de- 
fired he would firft feel my pulfe -, and upon his 
leeming to thittk (he par oxyfifii wis not quite abated 
Ilhllahtly returned the cup, tho' it was juft at my 
lips. Afterwards, when I was preparing to go into 
the tath, twenty days from the firft attack of my 
illnefs, |)erceivin^ the phyficians whirring toge- 
ther, I enquired what they were faying. They re- 
plied, they were of opinion I might poffibly bathe 
with lafetyj neverthelels that they were not without 
fomc fufpicion of hazard. What occafioo then is 

there, 

^ tJn&Hm Was fefoctrieftecYnedtts a remedy In cdrtalti 4afc» 
by tbie ancient yhyH^s^s, CelCus, who fl(nin(hed> it is i^p. 
poifcd/about t'rinyVtiine,'exprefsly recommend rc- 

< iiiHGdli of acute difteibpers : Uf^tlaiir^qte ftttfuSnYt tnrptis^ 
ttiam^ in acutis et recentihus mortis ofortei; in r^mijfi^nt tawun^ 
&r« Celii med. ed. Alnteloveen, p. 8d, 
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there, I alkedj of bathing at all ? And thus,Virith great 
complacency, i gave tip a pleafure I was upon the 
point of enjoying, and abftained frpm the bath with 
die fame fatisfaAion I was preparing to enter it. 
I mention this, not only in order to enforce my 
advice by example ; but alio that this letter may 
he a fort of tie upon me ta obferve the feme rcfo- 
lutt abftinence for the future. Farewel. 

L E T T E R n. 3V Justvs. 

ARE yoti itot inconfiftent, when you affurc 
me you have no intermiffion from bufi- 
«ds, and yet espreis at the fame time an earndl: 
tdefiit €0 fee my works ; upon which even the idle 
m'A icaroe beftow Ibme of their ufekls hours ? I 
will not dien break in upon your occupations 
•during this futnmer feafon ; but when the le* 
tttrn of winter fhall make k probable diat your 
evenings, at leaft, may be difengaged, 1 will 
look over my trifles for ibmething to amufe your 
vacant hours. In the mean while, I (hall be well 
Satisfied, if my letters fliould not prove trouble- 
ibme i as I fufpefi: they are^ wd therefore fhortea 



B« i:^£T^ 
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LETTER III. 3*^ PR-«sENSt 

AR E you determined then to pafs your whole 
time between * Lucania and ** Campania ? 
Your anfwer^ I Aippofei will be, that the former 
is your native country, and the latter that of your 
wife. This, I admit, may juftify a long ab- 
fence, but I cannot allow it as a rcafon for a per- 
petual 6nc. But are you refolved in good earneft 
never to return to Rome; that theatre of honours* 
preferment, and amicable connexions of every fort ? 
Arc you obftinately determined to live your own 
mailer ; to fleep as long as you pkafe, and to rife 
when you think proper ? Will you never change 
your country garb for the drefe of. the town, but 
fpend your whole days unembarrafled by our crowd- 
ed ftreets ? It is time, however, you fliould re-vifit 
this our fcene of hurry, were it only that your rural 
pka&res may not grow languid by uninterrupted 
poflcffion : appear at the levees of the great, that 
you may enjoy the fame honour yourfclf with the 
more fatisfaftion ; and mix in our crowds, that you 
may have a keener rclifh for the charms of folitude« 
But agi I not imprudently retarding th^ friend I 
would recall ? It is thefe very cifrGua)(t4nce$, per- 
haps, 

* ComprehencHng the Bafiiicau, a province in the kingdom 
pf Naples. 
^ . ^ Now called Campagaadijloffla. SeeB*vi»4et.4«not.^« 
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haps, that induce you every day more and oiore to 
feclude yourfelf^up in rstiremcat. All however I 
wiih to prevail with yqu is, only to intermit, not to 
i:enounce the charms of folitude. If I were to in- 
vite you to a feaft, as I would Wend difhes of a 
poignant taftc, with thofo of the lufcious kind, in 
order to^ fharpen the edge of your palate by the 
one, which had been flattened by the oth^rj fo I 
now advifc you to enliven fometimes the fmooth 
pleafures of life, with thofe of a more aftive na« 
jure. Farcwcl. 

LETTER IV. ToVofsri\i%. 

YOU have read, it feems, my poems, and are 
d^firous to know, how it happened that a 
man of my gravity (as you arc pleafed tp call nnc, .. 
tho* in truth, I am only not a trifler) could adopt 
this mode of compofition. To take the account 
then a good way back, I muft acquaint you that I 
had always an inclination to poetry, infomuch that 
when I was fourteen years of age, I compofed a 
Tragedy in Greek. If you ihould afk me what 
fort of one? I proteft I don't know; all that Ire- 
member of it is, that it was called a Tragedy. 
.Some time afterwards, in my return from the army, 
being detained b the ifland of * Icaria by contrary 

B 3 winds, 

* An ifland in tke Ardiijp«lagot, worn uUed Nicaria» 
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\SthdS/l vented my fplecA igainftthat place kt 
iorric Latin Elegies. 1 have fincc made fonttc at- 
tempts in the heroic kindj but thefc ^ Hendecqfyl^ 
Tables are the firft I ever compofed in that naea- 
fbre: and the following accident gave birth to thenj* 
The tircatife of Afinius Gallus was read to tne one 
<3ay at Laurendnum, wherein he draws a compari* 
Ion between his father and Cicero j and cites an 
epigram of Tully's on his favourite Tiro. Upon 
retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for it was 
fiimmer) and not being able to deep, I began 
to refleft that the greateft orators have been fond 
of poetry, and valued themfelves upon it. I tried 
therefore what I could do in this way; and tho' t 
had long tfifufed myfelf to compofitions of this na''- 
ture, I ftruck oiit, in a much fhorter time than I 
could have imagined, the following lines upon tht 
fubjeft which gave me the firft bint : 

When Gallus I read^ who pretends that hisftre 
Had far more than "Tully peticalfire^ 
^he wifeft ofmen^ Iferceiv'd held it Jit 
To temper bis wifdom with love and with wit\ 
. For Tullyy grave fully ^ in amorous grains, 
0/ the frauds of his paramour Tiro complains; 
ThatfMthkfs to love^ and to pleafure untrue^ 
From his promised embrace the arch wanton witb^, 
drew. 

Then 



Then I /aid to my hearty Why jbouldji thm cfmced 
"tbt jmeeufi^of ^f/^Sms> tk^ lovi "^Hchytufiffl-^ 
Tes, fy wanton mufe, and proclaim U around^ 
Thy Pliny has Wd^ and his Tiro has found i 
The coy otiejb artfuh 'uoho foQeetly denies^ 
And from tbejbftftame^ lut to heighten it,Jlies. 

I^rom this ! turned to El^gy, whiflb^Qwed (smn PM 
with the fame eaTei and heing l^ <}FaW9 in by 
the facility with which the Nf ufes yielded fip my f^ 
drefles, I pr<>ceeded to encreafq due number oftny 
productions of this kind. At my return (o B*QBifk 
I fliewed my performances to fome of my friendib 
who wer« ^eafed to approve of (bi^m^ Afters 
wards^ whenever I had leiilire^ wA particularly 
when I (ravelled, I made feveral other attempts iir 
the poetical way. Ac length I iktemuBedj^ after 
the example of many others, to publifh a feparattt 
volume of thefe poems ; and I have no reafbn to 
repent of my refolution. They are much enquired 
after, and are in everybody's hands; they have even 
tempted tjie Greeks to Jearn our language, wfco 
Bngthisvfi to their barp^ and lyre3. Bujt will yoQ 
Dpt imapije I hp^n tp ;ayp ? remember, howey^cr, 
.pQf5» bjaye that priviijege. Thp truth is, J ^n^ Q)9f 
giving Y<^u my own judgment, ^ut thi^t of pd^ers^ 
which, Jbe if right p^ wrong, I *n^ much pleafoj 
with ; ani bare onlyjo i^ifh tl^t po^teirity may bp 
•f the f^e opinion. FareweU 

9 4 ;-ET. 
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LETTER V. ?iCAj.rHURNiA\ 

IT is incredible howimpattcntjy I wilh for your 
retumj iuch is the tendernefi of my affe£fcion 
for youi and fo unaccuftomcd am I to a iepara- 
don ! I lie awake the greateft part of the night 
In thiAkiilg of you, and (to ufe a very commoiii 
but very buc exprcflion) my feet carry me of their 
own accord to your apartment, at thofe hours I 
tfed to vifit you^ but not finding you there, I 
return with a3 much forrow and difappointment 
as an e^tcluded lover* The only intermiflion my 
antiety knows, is when I am eilgiged at the bar^ 
and in the caufes of my friends. Judge then, how 
wretched muft bis life be, who finds no repofe but 
in bujinejs \ no confoladion but in a crowd. Fare«* 
wel. 



LETTER VL fi? Macrinus. 

A Very Angular and remarkable circumftanc^ 
has happened in the affair of* Varenus; theJ 
confequencc of whi^h is yet in lufpenfc. The 
Bithynians, it xijaid^ (for 1 only mention it as a re- 
port) have dropped their profecution of him j be- 
ing, it feems convinced at laft, that the accufation 
\^s extremely ill founded. A deputy from that 

provincQ 

^ His wife. * See B. t« let« xu 
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province is arrived, who has brought with him a 
decree of their affctnbly^ copies of which he has 
delivered to Caefar, and to feveral of the principal 
perfons in Rome, as alfo to us the advocates for 
Varenus. * Magius, neverthckfs, whom I men- 
tioned in my laft letter, perfifts in his charge; to 
fupport which, he is incetTantly teazing the worthy 
Nigrintis. This excellent perfon was counfcl for 
him in his former peticiotl to the confuls, that Va- 
renus might be compelled to produce his accounts* 
Upon that oGcafion, as I attended Varenus merely 
. as a friend, I determined to be filent. I thought 
it highly imprudent for me, who was appointed his 
counfcl by the fenate, to attempt to defend him as a 
• perfon acculed, when it was his bufinefs to infift 
that there was ^dually no charge fubfiffing againft 
^r him. Accordingly, when Nigrinus had finifhed 
his fpeech, the confuls turning their eyes upon me, 
•I rofe up and faid, when tbey Jhould hear what the 
\ real deputies from the province had to cbjeSf againft the 
.:' '9notion of Nigrinus^ they would be Jenfible that my 
t Jihnce was not without /ufficient reafon. Upon this 
^jigrinus aflced me to whom thcfe deputies were 
fcnt ? 1 replied, ^hat the decree of the province was 
direSled to me among others. He returned, That is 
4t pointy tho^ it may be clear to yoUy I am not Jo 

well 

f One of the Bithyoians employed to manage the trial* 



•V 
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wittfat^JUd cf. To thU 1 rcjoiiKd, ik(0(,m& 
Mt hi fo eindM to you, tobo are ^^en^-'ifpi- 
Jkfpori she accufaiitm, t m€f h fwfe^lf ikii^'iP^ 
m, who am m the monfanmrahUfiic. Tb^ii '^^ 
lymus the deputy from the provincei acqunin^ 
die fenate wkh the rcafqns for fuperfeding ^tinr 
prorecution> but defired it might be without /^e-r 
judice to Caefar's determination. Magius a^fwer-'' 
ed him; Polyasniis replied; a« for bim&Ifi I .o^ijr 
nov and then threw in a word> obfi*nring in j;9t 
iieral, a profound (ilence. For I hare learned,;EKjr ;' ' 
experBence^ diat upon fome occafions there is ai , .- 
much rhetoric in filence^ as. in aU the pomp ^ij^^:^^ 
moft ftwiied eloquence; and I remember, in ipfaf^^^i-ir 
criminal cafes, to have done even more fervJcp (^ •;*| 
my clients by a judicious tagicurnity, than 1 c^uii •: 
haveexpeftjed from the mofl: artful fpeeeh, To entire S^^^' 
into the fubjcft of eloquence, is indeed very foieigfli: * £ 
to the iptcnt of my prefcnt letter, yet allow' tpet^. .-•^* 
give you one inftance in proof of the obferi|itiQBr j[ >^ 
jiift mentioned. A certain lady haviiig loft fewfiSlj^ *'£ 
fufpefled that his freedmen, whom he had aj^oin^;. .^ 
ed coheira with her, v^re guilty of foi|p^{h< • ? 
will and poifoning him. Accordingly, S^^x^-''' 
ed them with tb^ fa£t before the emj:|eM^ ;f Ho 
direded Julianus Senrianus to try the c^q^. X 
was counfel for the defendants, and the cafe be* 
6 ing 
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bg exceedingly remarkable, and the advocates con- 
cerned on both fides of high repocation, it drew 
together a rery numerous audience* The event " 
iras, the fervants being put to the torture, my cli- 
cnts were acquitted. But the nx)ther apfdied a 
ftcond time to the emperor, pretending flie had 
difcorered fotne new evidence. Servianus was 
therefore direftcd to rehear the caufe^ that Ihc 
might produce her frefti proofs. Julius Afri- 
canus was counfel for the mother: a young man of 
good parts, but little e^pefience. He is grand- 
fon to the faniious orator of that name, of whom 
it is reported, that Paffiemis Crii'pus hearing 
him one day plead, archly faid, ^// tbis, I own, 
is very fine i tut what is if to the furfofe? Ju^ 
lius A6icanus, I fay, having made a long ha- 
ranguej afni cxhaufted the portion of time allotted 
to^ifV), imreated Servianus to allow him to add one 
word more. When he had concluded, and the 
€yes of the whole aflembly had been fixed a confi** 
tierable time upwi mej / would have m^ertd 
Jfruunusy I faid, tf be- bad given ms that one 
word he beg'd Ume to add, in which I doubt not 
be would have told us /ometbing we bad not beard 
prfore. I do not jpeimmber to have gained h much 
applaufe by any fpeech I ever made^ as I did in th» 
fnftance by making fione» Thus the IMe that I 

&id 
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ftid for Vtrenus was received with the fame gene^ 
ral approbation. The confuh» agreeably to the 
requeft of Polyaenus^ refcrved the whole affair for 
the determtnatipn of the emperor^ whofe refolution 
I impatiently wait fori as that will decide, whe« 
ther I may be entirely at my eafc with rcfpefl: to 
Varenuss or mud again renew all my trouble an4 
(blicitude upon his account. FareweL 



LETTER VIL ST? Saturninits. 

TH O' I bad very lately made my acknow^ 
Icdgmeftts to our friend PrifcuS, yet, fincc 
it was your defire, I willingly repeated them* It is 
with great pleafure I fee fo much harmony fubfift 
between two fuch worthy men, whom I ten- 
derly eftccm, and that you confider each other's 
amity as a mutual obligation. For be profefles 
alfo on his part to receive much happij)efs from 
yours, and, with a very generous contention, en» 
•deavours to rival you in that reciprocal affedlion, 
which time, I am perfuadcd, will augment. 

I regret that any bufinefs (hould call you off' from 
your ftudies. However, as foon. as you fhJdl have 
compromifed (which you fay you are upon the point 
of cffefUiig) one of the caufes you mention, and 
brought the other to a hearing, you will be at lei- 

fure 
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fiirc to enjoy the retirement of the country: and 
when you are fatiated with repofe, we may hop« 
to fee you in Rome* FarewcU 



LETTER VIH. 7* Primus. 

TH E frequent letters which I receive from 
Saturninus expreflSng his tenfk of your fa^ 
vours to bimj afibrd vac inexpreffible fatisfa£tion* 
May you go on as^you begaOi and continue to 
cherifh an aSe&ionfor fo worthy a man, from who& 
friendihip you will receive a moft fenlible and laftr 
'^g gratification. For, as he is greatly diftinguiflied 
}^y every . other virtue, fo, particularly, by his in- 
variable attachment to his friends. FarewdL 

LETTER IX. TVT'^cus. 

'VT'OU dcfire my fentiments concerning the. 
-*• method of ftudy you fliould purfuc, in that 
retirement to which yoii have long fince withdrawn. 
In the firft place then, I look upon it as a very 
^vantagcoui praftice (and it is what many recom- 
mend) to tranflate either from Greek into Latin, 
- or from Latin tnto Greek.* By this means you will 
furniih youffdf not only with proper but brilliant 
*xpreffions J with 4 variety of beaudfolligurcsi and. 
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in fhorty acquire a nerroos aad poiRnerful (tile. Be« 
fides, by imitating the moft approved tothon^ 
you will find your imagination inienfiUy cstck 
their flame> and kindle into a (imilar warmth of 
invention; at the fame dme that thofe pailages 
which you may poflihly have overloQiked in a com«- 
mon way of reading, cannot efcape you in tranflat* 
»g: and this method will alfo enkrge your know"-* 
ledge, and improve your judgment. After ybu^ 
hav^e read an eminent afudior, it may be jH-oper, 
ki order to make yourfelf more pcifeftly mafter 
^ his fubjeft and argument, to tum^ from being his 
teader, to be his rfva]> as it were, and attempt ibme-> 
diing of your<3wn upon the fame topic; anS then 
tnake an impartial comparifon between your per- 
formanoe and his, in order to obferve in what points 
cither you or he have moft happily fucceeded. It 
will be a matter of very pleafmg congratulation to 
yourlHf, if you (hould linci in fome articles, that 
you. Jiavc the advantage of iiim^ as it will be a great 
mortification if he ihould rife above you in alL 
You may fometimes venture in theie little experi* 
joncntal effays, to try your ftreogth upon the raoft 
Ihinii^ paffagcs of a diftinguiihcd authon The at* 
tempti mdeed, will be iamewhai: boldi but as it 
is a contention which paflesiniecretsit cannot be 
taxed with preiumpcion. Not but dot we have feen 
inftanccs, of perfons, who have publicly wtered 
this fort 'of lifts wirfi great fuccefsi and whije they 

did 



did h6t diipair of o^ttokbig, hav^ gk>ri6ufly ad- 
vance brfore thofe whom they would hav« thought 
it fufikient hcmotir to folk>w. After you have Aus 
finiflied a compofitioh) you may lay it aSde, 'till it 
h tio longel- fnefli in your memory, and then take it 
tip, in order t» rcvife and corrcA it. You will find 
federal things to retain, but Ml more to rejeft $ you 
'#iH add a new thought Ihere, and alter another 
Aert. h is a laborious and tedious ta&, I own, 
thus to te-enflame the mii^d kfterits firft ardour has 
iitbfided; to recover an impulfe when its force has 
been checked andfpents in a word, to interweave 
i^efw ^rts into the te&tut^ of a compofition, with- 
out ^ifturbmg Of confounding the original plans 
but the advantage attending diis method will over-* 
balance the difEculty. I know your prefent atcen- 
don is principally dire6ked towards the eloquence 
of the bar ; but I would not for that reafon^adviie 
you never to quit the polemic, if I may fo call it, 
and contentious ftile. As land is improved by fow« 
ing it with various feeds, fo is the mind by exercifing 
k with diffident ftudies. I would recommend it to 
you, therefore, fometimes to finglc out a fine paflage 
of hiftoryi and fometimes toexercifc yourfclf in the 
cpiftolary ftile. For it frequently happens, that in 
pleading, one has occafion to introduce hiftorical, 
and cvenpoetical defcriptions i as by*ftudying the 

epiftolary 



\ ; 
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cpiftolary manner of writing, you will acquire a 
concife md cafy expreffion. It will be extremely 
advantageous alfo to unbend your mind by poetical 
conrpofidons ; when I fay fo, I do not mean that 
fpecies pf poetry which turijs upon fubjedks of 
great length (Jucb being fuitable only for perfons of 
much leifurc) but tbofe little pieces of the fpright* 
ly kind of poejfy, which ferve ^ proper reliefs to> 
and are conCftcnt with, employments of every forr. 
They commonly go under the title of poetical 
amujemcnts ; but thefe amufements have fometimes 
gained as much reputation to their authors^ 9^ 
works of a more ferious nature 5 and thus (fpr 
while I am exhorting you to poetry, why Ihould J 
not turn poet myfelf ?) 

jfs yielding wax the ArtiJFs Jkill commands^ 
Submiffive Jhap' d beneath his forming bands ; 
Now dreadful Jiands in arms a Mars confe/i 1 
Or now with Venus' fofter air imprefti 
A wantm Cupid now the mold belies ; 
Now fhineSj Jeverely chajley a Pallas wife : 
4s not alone to quench the raging JlamCy 
The /acred fountain pours her friendly fir earn \ 
But fweetly gliding thro* the flow'ry preeny 
Spreads glad refrefhment o'er tbefmiling fcene : 
Soy form'd by fcience, Jhould the duUik mind 
Rfceive, diJiinHy each various art refirfd. 
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In this manner the greateft nten, as weil as the moft 
eminent orators, accuftomed either to cxercife or 
annufe themfelves, or rather indeed both. It is fur- 
prifing how much the mind is entertained. and re- 
frelhed by thefe littk poetical compoficions, as they 
turn upon fubjefts pf gallantrvi fatire, tendernels, 
manners, and everything, in (hort, that concerns 
life and the affairs of the world, JSefides, the fame 
advantage attends the exercifmg our minds in 
this inferiour fpecies of poefy, as in every other fort; 
We turn from them fo the eafier compofition of 
profe with fo much the more pleafure; after hav- 
ing experienced the dilRculty of being conftrained 
and fettered by numbers. 

And now, perhaps, I have enlarged upon the 
queftion you propofed to me more than you de- 
fired ; neverthelefs, there is ftrll one article which 
I have omitted: 1 have ;iot told you what kind of 
.authors you fliould read; tho' indeed that was fuf- 
ficiently implied when I nSentioned the fubjedls I 
would recommend for your compofitions. You will 
remember, th^t the moft approved writers of each 
fort arc to be carefully fel^fted : for, as it has been 
well obferved, *' though we fhould read much, we 
^* flxould not read ni^ny * books.'* Who thofe au- 
tljiors are, is fo clearly fettled, aijid fagenerally known^ 

that 

^ Thus the noble and* polite moralift, fpeaking of the in- 
fluence which our reading has upon our tajie and manners^ 
thinks it improper ** to call a man wU-read, who reads many 

Vol. IL G ** a«thorr; 
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that I need not particularly nanne them; befides, I 
have already extended this letter to fuch an im- 
moderate length, that I fear I have too long in- 
terruf>ted thofc ftudies, the method of which I 
have been pointing out to yoxi. I will here refign 
you therefore to your tablets^ either to rcfutne the 
ftudies in which you were before engaged, or to 
enter upon fomc of thofe I have recommended. 
FareweL 

«' authors; iince he moll of necefiity have more ill models 
** than good : and be more flufl^d with bombaft, ill fancy, 
'< and wry thought^ than filled with foHd fenfe and juft ima- 
" gination." [CharaA. v. i. 142.] When the Goths over- 
ran'Grcece» the , libraries efcaped their dedrufiion by a no- 
tion which fome of their leaclers induilrioully propagated 
among them« that it would be more for their intereft to leav/e 
thofe fpoils untouched to their enemies ; as being proper to 
enervate ' their minds> and amufe them with vain and idle 
fpcculations. Truth perhaps has been lefs a gainer by this 
multiplicity of books, than error; and it may be a quettion, 
whether the excellent models, which have been delivered 
down to us from antiquity, together with thofe few which 
modern times have produced, by any means balance the 
immoderate weight which mud be thrown into the oppoiite 
fcale of writers. The truth is, tho* we may be learned by 
other men's reflections, wife we can only be by our own: 
and the maxim here recommended by Pliny, would well 
deferve the attention of the lludious, though no other incon- 
venience attended the reading of many books« than that 
which Sir William Temple apprehends from it;, the lef- 
fening the force and growth of a man's own genius. For 
it may be juftly doubted, with that ingenious author, 
*' whether the weight and number of fo many other men'* 
'< thoughts and notions, may not fupprefs his own, or hin* 
« der the motion or agitation of them, from which all in- 
«♦ vention arifes ; as heaping on wood, or too many flicks, 
'* or too clofe together, fupprefles, and fometimes quite ex- 
** tinguiflies a little fpark, that would otherwife have grown 
<< up to a noble flame*'* [Eflay on learning, v. 1. 158. foL ed. j 

LET- 
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L E t T E R X. ro Macrinus: 

AS I always defire to know the end of an m^ 
terefting ftory when it broke off before the 
conclufion;. io, I imagine^ you will be. glad to be • 
informed of the reriiaining part of the caufe which 
I mentioned to you; • between the Bithynians and 
Varenus: It was pleaded before the emperor 
by Polyaenus on one fide, and Magius on the 
other. When Casfar had heard both parties, Nei-r 
tber party y faid he, Jhall have rec^fon to complain of 
delay y for I will take care to inform myfelf of the 
real fentimenis of the province. In the mean while, 
Varenus has gainecf a very confiderable point 5 'for 
4an any circumftance make tl^e juftnefs of his ac- 
cufation appear more doubtful, thart that it is a 
queftion whether he is accufed at all ? We have 
only to wifli, that the province may not again ap- 
prove of the meafure whicih, it is faid, (he now 
Condemns, and repent of her former repentance.' 
Farewel. 

* See Let. VI. p. S. of tlus B* 
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LETTER XL r(7FABATus*. 

'\T O U are furprized, I find, that my fhare of 
-^ fiye-twelfths of the eftate which lately fell 
to me, and which I had direfted to be fold to the 
beft bidder, fhould have been difpofed of by my 
frecd-man Hermes to Corellia (without putting it 
up to auftion) at the rate of feven hundred thou- 
fand ^ fefterces for the whole; You think it might 
have produced nine hunded thoufand*; and are 
fo much the more defirous to know, whether I 
am inclined to ratify what he has done. 1 amj and 
for fuch reafons, I hope, as not only you will ap- 
prove, but which will alfo excufe me to my joint* 
coheirs for having, upon a motive of fuperior ob- 
ligation, feparated my intereft from theirs. I have 
the higheft efteem for Corellia, both as the fifter of 
Rufus, whofe memory will ever be facred to me> 
and as fhe was an intimate friend *of my^ mother. 
Befides, that excellent man Miniltius Tufcus, her 
hufband, has every claim to my afFeftion that a long 
friendlhip can give him j as there was likewife fo 
ftridb an intimacy between her fon.anU me, that I 

fixed 



» His wife's grandfather. 

^ About 5,660 L of our money. 

« About 7,200 1. of olir money. 
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fixed upon him to prcfide at the games which I 
exhibited when I was elefted Prastor. This lady, 
when I was laft in the country, expreffed a ftrong 
inclination to purchafe fome fpot upon our lake of 
Comum; I therefore made her an offer, at her own 
price, of any quantity of my land there, except 
what canie to me from my father and mother: for 
I could not confent to fell any part of my patri- 
monial cftate, even to Corellia. When the in- 
heritance in queftion fell to me, I wrote to ac- 
quaint her it was to be fold. This letter I fent by 
Hermes, who, upon her requefting him imme- 
diately to alTign to her my proportion, confented. 
You fee, therefore, how ftrongly my honour is en- 
gaged to confirm an aft which my freed-man did, 
in purfuance of what he knew to be my inclina- 
tions. I have only to entreat my fellow- coheirs not 
to be offended that I have made a feparate fale of 
what I had certainly a right to di^ofe of. They 
are under no necefTity of being governed by my 
example, fince they have not the fame connections 
with. Corellia; and are at full liberty therefore ta 
be guided by intereft, which in my own cafe I chofc 
to facrifice to friendihip. Fare vvel. 
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LETTER Xn. SVMmuTius. 

I Have delciye4 fo muph the longer fending yoi^ 
the petition which I have drawn up for the ufe 
of your, or rather I fhould Yay our friend; (for 
what is there we do not poflefs in common ?) that 
you might not have time to correft it, that is; to 
render all the p^ins I have taken, inefFeftual. After 
all^ whether you may or may not find time for that 
purpofe, I know not ; but of this I am fure, you 
will it)ofl: certainly fpoil it, if, agreeably to the very 
delicate tafte of your very refined critics, you ihould 
throw out its moft fhining parts. I fliall for- 
give you, however,' if you fhould, and Ihall 
upon fome future occafion, fiiccefsfully make ufe 
of what your faftidious nicenefs rejefts ; as in 
fome future compolition I doubt 'not to receive 
much applaufe for thofe different expreffions 
which I have interlined. I fufpeded you would, 
call every thing unnatural and bombafl which is 
raifed ^bovc the ftyle of ordinary language;. I 
thought proper therefore for your eafe, to vary 
the phrafe, and take it fomewhat lowef, or ra^ 
|her indeed, to debafe it; tho' you, I know (for 
I muft continue to rally your nice tafle) wiU 
efteem it an improvement. Thus far, in order to 
pake you fmile in the midflof your ferious oc- 
cupations, I have indulged a jocofc humour; but 

without 



Book VII. OF PLINY. aj 

iinchout doob^ I am wond'rous ferious when I 
add, diat I exped to be reimburled my chaises in 
fending a courier exprcfe with this petidon. Now 
arc you not difpofed to condemn it, not only in 
fbme of it's parts, but in the whole, and infift, that 
you ought not pay for a thing which is abfolutely 
of no value ? FareweL 



LETTER Xm. roFsKox. 

I Find by your letter^ that you do, and do 
not ftudy. This will appear a little enigma- 
tical till I explain it : you exprcfsly fay, indeed, 
that you have bidden adieu to ftudy i but fuch a 
vein of elegance runs through your whole letter, 
that it is impoffible it fhould have been compofcd 
without much thought; unlefs you are privileged 
beyond the reft of mankind, and can exprefs fuch 
admirable fentiments in fo poliflied a ftyle, carc- 
lefsly and with a flowing pen. Farewcl. 

LETTER XIV. ^(^ Corellia. 

'\T O U are truly generous to define and in- 

-■- fift, that I take for my ftiare of the eftatc 

you purchafed of me, not after the rate of kvcn 

hundred thoufand fefterces * for the whole, as my 

C 4 frccd- 

* See letter the i ith of this book. 
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frced-man fold it to you j but iq the propoction of 
nine hundred thouland, agreeable to what you gave 
to the farmers of the ^ twentieths for their part. 
But I n\uft defire and infift in my turn, that 
you confidcr not only what is fuitable to your 
charafter, but what is worthy of mine ; and that 
you fuffer me to oppofc your inclination iq 
this fingle inftance, with the fame warmth that I 
pbey it in all others. Farewel. 



LETTER XV. Ifi? Saturninus. 

XT' O U aflc me how I Jpend fJty time ? You 
-■■ know how much of it is difpofed in the 
bufinefs of my poft ; what remains I devote to 
the fcrvice of my friends, and fometimes to my 
books : and altho* I will not venture to affirm it 
l^vould be better, I am fure it would be happier, if 
I could fay that the latter, not only fometimes y but 
conftantly engages me. J fliould be concerned tq 
hear, that your occupations are of the fort leafl; 
agreeable to your inclinations, if I did not know 

that. 

^ Aaguftus impofed ^ tax of the 26th part of all legacies 
and inheritancesy which he appropriated to the fupport of the 
army. This was deemed a heavy iropofition, and accordingly 
it was eafed in feveral points by fucceeding emperors, parti- 
cularly by Trajan, as appears from our author's noble pane- 
gyric upon him [Seft 37, &c.] but it was not wholly abo- 
liihed till (he time of Antoninus Pius, 
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that to be aftive in the affairs of one's native cor- 
poration, and in fettling controverfies among one's 
friends there, arc employments of the moft lauda- 
fole kind. 

I was well pei;fuaded the company of our frien^ 
Prifcus would be extremely agreeable to you, fen- 
fiblc as I am of the amiable fimplicity and po- 
Jitenefs of his manners 5 but I had yet to learn 
(what I had the pleafure to be informed by your 
letter) that he is alfo the moft grateful of men, by 
So kindly remembering the little fcryices I have 
^one him. Farewcl. 

LETTER XVI, ?b Eabatus. 

CAlestrius Tiro, to whom 1 am united by 
every public and private connexion, is in the 
number of my moft intimate friends. We ferved to- 
gether in the army, and were both of us * Quseftors 
at the lame time to Caefan He got the ftart of me 
indeed, in the Tribunate^ by the privilege which • 
jhe law gives to thofe Vfho have ^ children i 

but 

• An office refembling that Qf out fecretary of ftate. - 
^ A law at firft propofed by Auguftus, but which afterwards 
%vith feveral alterations paffed in the confulfhip of Papius and 
PoppeaSy A. U. 763 ; in which* amongil other things^ it was 
ena^edy << That all niagiftrates (hould uke precedence aC' 
** cording to the number of their children; that in eledions 
'f thdfe candidates (hould be preferred who had the taoSt 
'^ numerous offspring: and that any perfon might fland 
** fooner than ordinary for an office, if he had as many chil- 
f* dren as he wanted years to be legally capable of fuch a 
* dignity," Vid. Lipfii Excurf. ad. Tacit, An. |. 3. 
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but I overtook him in thcvPrsetorfhip by the ih- 
diilgence of the emperor, who difpenfed with my 
wanting a year of the legal age for that office. > I fre- 
quently retire with him to his country villas> and he 
often talces the benefit of change of air at mine. He 
is lately 'appointed proconful of Bcetica, and pro- 
pofes to pafs thro' " Ticinum, in his way to that 
province. I hope, and indeed am well affured, I 
can eafily prevail with him to turn out of his road 
to your houfe, if you Ihould have an inclination to 
make any of thofe flaycs free before a magiftrate, 
to whom you have already gjvep their liberty ^ in 
the prefence of your friends. You need be under 
IK) apprehenfipp that he v will look upon this as "a 
trouble, as I am fure he would willingly travel 
round the world for my fake. I.beg you therefore 
to lay aiide all fcruple, and only confider what 
will be moft agreeable to yourfelfj for, be affured^ 
he will take as much pleafure in executing my 
fjequefts, as I do in obeying yours. Farewel. 

« Pa via in the dutchy of Milan. 

* This iaft method pnly difcharged them from fcrvitudc, 
but did not entitle them to the privileges of complete free- 
dom. 
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LETTER XVIL To Cel^k. 

EVbry author has his particular reafons for rcr 
citing his wprks ; mine, I have often faid, 
jis in order, if any error (hould have efcaped my own 
/pbfcrvatipn, (as no doubt is probable) tp have it 
pointed out to rpe. I cannot therefore but be lur- 
prizecj to find (what your letter affures me), that 
there are fome who blame me for reciting my 
ipeechesj unlefs, perhaps, they are of opinion^ 
that this is the fingle fpecies of compofition which 
pught to be privileged from corredion. If fo, I 
would willingly a(k them why they allow (if per- 
chance they youchfaf(? to allow) that Hiftory may 
Jbe recited, fince it is a work which ought to be 
devoted to truth, not oftentation ? or why Tragedy, 
as it is compofed for aftion and the ftage, not 
^r being read to a private audience ? or Lyric Poe- 
try, ab it is not a reader, but a chorus of voices and 
inftruments that it requires ? They will reply, per- 
haps, that in the inftances mentioned, cuftom has 
made the praftice in queftion ufual: I (hould be 
glad to know then, if they think the perfon who 
firft introduced this pradlice is to be condemned ? 
Befides, the rehearfal of orations is no unprece- 
dented thing either with us or the Grecians, Still, 
perhaps, they will infill, that it can anfwer no 
putpofe to recite a Ipeech which has preyioufly 
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been delivered in public. There would be fomc 
force in this objeftion, if one were immediately to 
repeat the very fame performance, and to the very- 
fame audience i but if you makefeveral additions 
and alterations; if your audience is compofed partly 
of the fame, and partly of different perfons, and 
the recital is at fome diftance of time j why is 
there lefs propriety in rehearfing your fpeech than 
. in.publiftiing it? " But it is difficult," fay the ob- 
j jeAors, " to give fatisfadtion to an audience by 
) *' the mere reading of a fpeech:" that is a reafon 
which concerns the particular ikill and pains of 
the perfon who rehearfes, but by no means holds 
Itgainft recitation in general. In faft, it is not 
while I am reading, but when I am read, that I 
aim at approbation; and upon this principle it is^ 
that I omit no fort of method which may render 
my performances more correft. Accordingly, I 
^gain and again revife my compofitions in private i 
afterwards read them to two or three friends; 
and then give them to a few others to make their 
remarks, If I have ftill any doubt concerning 
thejuftnefs of their obfervations, I carefully recon- 
fider them with another friend or two; and then 
finally recite them to a more numerous aflembly. 
This is the time, believe me, when I find myfclf 
beft 'qualified to exercife all the fcverity of cri- 
fipifm; for my attention rifes in proportion to 
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my folicitudej as nothing renders the judgement 
fo acute to difcern errors as that modeft relpedt and 
reverence one feels for one's audience upon thofe 
occafions. For tell me, whether you would not 
be infinitely Icfs afFeded if you were to fpeak 
before a finglc pcrfon only, tho' ever fo learned, 
than before a numerous affembly, even tho' it 
were compofed of none but illiterate people? 
When you rife up to plead, are you not at that 
junfture, above all others, moft diffident of your 
powers ? and do you not wifh, I will not fay fome 
particular parts only, but that the whole frame of 
your intended fpeech were altered? efpecially if 
the circle Ihould be large in which you are to 
fpeak J for, there is fomething in a crowded au- 
dience, even of the moft vulgar kind, that ftrikes 
one with awe. And if you fufpedt at the firft 
opening of your fpeech that you are not well 
received, do you not find all the energy of your 
mind weakened, and the whole ftrength of your 
abilities fijik under you? The reafon I imagine 
to be, that there is I know not what dignity in 
the coUeftivc fentiments of a multitude j and 
tho* feparately their judgement is, perhaps, of little 
weight, yet when united it becomes relpedtable. / 
Agreeably to this notion, Pomponius Secundus, the 
famous tragic poet, whenever his friends and he dif- 
fered about the retaining or rejeding any paflage in 
K / his 
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bis dramatic writings, ufcd to fay lapped'' to the 
people ', and accordingly by their filence or applaufc?, 
adopted either hiiSf own 6f his friends' fentrments : 
fuch Was tht ffegard ht paid tor the populace ! * 
Whether wifli jirflice Or not; does not concern me 
to determine, as I never recite my works publicly, 
but only before a feleft number of friends, whofe 
prefence I refpid, and whofe judgement I value; 

* There is a kind of wltudrm in this e:ifpreflion, which Will 
be lofl CO the mere Englifh reader, uclefs he be inforified that 
the Romans had a privilege, confirmed to them by feveral 
laws which pkifed in the earher ages of the republic^ of ap-i. 
|)ea]ing from the decifions of the magiftrate8> to the general 
aflembly of the people: and the form of jkppeal Was iii' the 
fame words whith Pomponius hete applies to a different poif* 
pofe. 

^ However tinfafe in general/ an appeal to th6 vulgar no- 
tibns may be> there are yet fome cafes in which their fenti- 
ments have ever been received by the judicious, as decifiVe'. 
The merit of performances in the p'erfuafivey or in^itatrve 
arts J fo far as the mere railing or reprefenting the pafiions 
are concerned, wOl beft be tried by the effedl they product 
on plain and untutored minds : for (as Tully obferves) 
«* that artift who ha« nature for his object, muft certainly 
f fall ihort of the truth of his art, where nature if not 
<' moved *J^* The cullom which prevailed among the Ro- 
mans of reciting their works of genius in the porticos and 
places of public refort, took its fife probably from the 
lame notion of a general and innate tafte being implanted 
in all mankind of what is juft and natural in the moving 
arts. It was upon this principle likewife that the great 
mailers in painting and flatuary in ancient Greece, exhibited 
their performances to public view, and correftcd them b/ 
the popular feelings. There is a remarkable ftbryof An- 
nibal Carrachi, which (hews he appealed to the fame iland« 
ard. He obferved that a famous pidure of Domeni« 
f hino's, reprefenting the flagellation of St. Andrew, made a 
very itrong impreflion upon an old womao^ who# at the fam^ 

timer 
• De orat« lib, r. 
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in a word, whofe opinions 1 obferve as if they were 
fo many individuals I had feparately confultcd ,• at 
the fame time that I ftand in as much awe before 
them as I fhould before the moft numerous aflem- 
biy* What Cicero fays of the pen, will, in my 
opinion, hold equally true of that dread we have 
of the public : " It is the moft rigid critic imagin- 
** able %" The very fear of reciting ; of enter- 
ing an aflcmbly 5 and the reverential concern when 
one appears there 5 each of thefe circumftances 
being impreflfed upon the compofcr's mind, tend 
to improve and perfefl; his performance. Upoa 
the whole therefore, I cannot repent of a prafticc 
which I have experienced to be fo exceedingly 
beneficial j and far from being difcouraged by the 
trifling objedlions of thefe cenfors, I rcqueft you 
to point out to me, if there be any other method 
of correftlon, that I may alfo adopt it 5 for no- 
thing can fufliciently fatisfy my anxiety to render 
my compofitions perfeft, I rejflcft what an ar- 
duous 

time feemed little affedled with another pi&are of a martyrr 
' dom done by Gaido> which was placed near it. A^ debate 
afterwards happening about the refpe£tive> merit of tliefe twa 
performances^ Carrachi decided the difpute by only relating 
this fa€t *• Thus* as the poet obferves^ 

■ The feopU*s voice is odd. 
It is, and it is not, tife voice of God, Pops*. 

^ Ztilu$ eft oftimus IS praftantiffimus dicenfi effe^or atqui 
magifter. De Orat. 1. 33. 

* The well-known appeal of Molle/e to his old boi^e-keeper^ , cannoc 
ifPt o^^ttr t9,the reader as a remarkable inftaace of th^ fame kind* 
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duous adventure it is to refign any work into the 
hands of the public i and I cannot but be per- 
fuadcd, that frequent rcvifals and many confuka- 
tions, muft go to the finifliing of a performance^ 
which dne defircs fhould univerfally, and for ever 
pleafe. FareweL 



LETTER XVIIL r^ Caninius. 

^yj'OU alk my advice in what manner you ftiall 
fettle the fum of money, which you have 
prefented to our fellow-citizens of Comum for art 
annual feftival, fo as to fecure the juft application of 
it after your death. Your queftion proceeds froni 
a truly generous principle ; but the anfwer is not 
very eafy. , If you pay down the money to the 
community ; there is great danger that it will 
be fquandered away. If you fettle lands for that 
purpofe J they will probably be ill cultivated, as 
thofe of the public ufually are. Upon the whole 
then, I can think of no method more eligible tha» 
what I purfued myfelf in a parallel inftance. In- 
tcndin{5 to give * five hundred thoufand fefterces 
for the maintenance of children who were born- of 
good families, I made a fiftitious fale to the public 
agent, of an eftate in land which was worth con- 
fidcra|% more, who reconveyed it back to me^- 

charged 
• Aboat 4,000 1. 'of our money. 
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charged with a jrearly rent of ^ 30,000 fefterccs. 
By thefc means the principal was fecured to the " 
comnnunity, at the fame time that the intereft was 
certain, and the cftatc itfelf (as it was of much 
greater value than the rent charged upon it) was 
always fure of finding a tenant, I am well 
aware, indeed, that by this method I have adually 
given more than I appear to have done, as the va- 
lue of the whole cftate will be much leffened by 
the incumbrance with which it is charged. But 
the intereft of the public ought always to fupercede 
ev^ry private coniideracion, as what is eternal is to 
be preferred to what is mortal j and -a man of true 
gcnerofity will ftudy in what manner to render his 
benefaftion moft advantageous, ratl^er than how he 
may beftow it with leaft expehce, Farewel. 

LEtTER XIX. To Friscvs. 

I AM deeply afHided by the ill ftate of health of 
my friend Fannia, which ihe contraded during 
her attendance on Junia, one of the Veftal virgins. 

She 

* About 24QI, of our money. It (hould fecm by this 
pafikge, that the rate of interelt of money upon mortgage 
among the Romans in Pliny's time, or lather at the time 
when he wrote this letter (for no doubt it varied with pub- 
lic circumftances) was at 6 /^r Cent, as in the common way 
of loan, upon perfonal fecurity. it appears from he fixtv-ie* 
coud letter of the tenth book, to have been fo high as 12 /ir 

Vol. II. D 
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She engaged in this good office at firft voluntarily, 
Junia being her relation; but was afterwards 
appointed to it by an order from the college of 
Pricfts: for, thefe virgins, when any indifpofition 
makes it neceflary to remove them from the tem- 
ple of Vcfta, ar^ always delivered into the care 
and cuftody of fome venerable matron. It was her 
affiduity in the execution of this charge that occa- 
fioned her prefcnt diforder, which' is a continual 
fever, attended w^th a cough that increafes daily. 
She is extremely emaciated, and every part of her 
frame ftems in a total decay except her (pirits; thofe 
indeed ihe preferves in their full vigour, and with 
a fortitude worthy the wife of Helvidius, and 
the daughter of Thrafea. In every other, article, 
her health is fo greatly impaired, that I am more 
than apprehenfive upon her account; I am deep- 
ly afflifted. I grieve, my friend, that fo ex- 
cellent a woman is going to be removed from 
the world, which will never, perhaps, again be- 
hold her equal. How eminent is her chaftity, 
her piety, her gravity, her courage! She twice ^ 
followed her hufband into exile, and oi\ce was 
banifhed herfelf upon his account. For, Senecio, 
when he was arraigned for writing the life of Helvi- 
dius, having faid in his defence that he compofed 
that work at the requeft of Fannia; Metius Carus, 
-with a ftcrn and threatening air, afked her whe-^ 

t^cr 
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ther it was frUe ? She acknowledged it w^s : and 
when he farther queftioncd her, whether Ihe fup- 
plied him likewife with materials for that purpofe, 
and whether her mother was priV'y to this tranf- 
aftiort ? flie boldly confeffed the former, but ab- 
folutely denied the latter. Ill ftibrt, throughout 
her whole examination, not a word efcaped her 
which betrayed the leaft timidity. On the con- 
trary, (he had the courage to preferve a eopy 
of thofe very books which the fendtCj over-aWed 
by the tyranny of the times, had ordered to 
be fupprefled, and the effefts of the author to be 
confifcated j taking with her as her companions^ 
thofe obnoxious volumes which had been the caufe 
of her exile. How pleafing is her converfation, 
how polite her addfefs, and (which feldom unites 
in the fame charafter) how venerable her whole 
demeanour ! She will hereafter, I am well per- 
fuaded, be pointed out as a model to all wives ; 
and perhaps be deemed worthy to be, held forth 
as an example of fortitude even to our fex : I 
am fare, at leaft, that we who have the plea- 
fure of feeifig and tonverfing with her, contem- 
plate her with the fame admiration, as thofe fe- 
male heroines who are celebrated in ancient ftory. 
I confefs, I cannot but tremble for/ this illuftrious 
honk as it fcems fhaken to its very founda« 
D 2 tion^ 
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tion, and falling into ruin with this excellent 
woman: for, though (he will leave defcendants 
behind her, yet what a height of virtue muft 
they attain, what glorious aftlons muft they per- 
form, ere the world will be perfuaded that (he^was 
not the laft of her family ! It is an aggravating 
circumftance of affliftion to me, that by her death, 
I feem to lofe a fecond time her motherj that 
worthy mother (and what can I fay higher in her 
praife) of fo amiable a woman ! who, as flie was 
reftored to me in her daughter, fo Ihe will now 
again be taken from me, and the lofs of J^annia 
will thus pierce my heart at once with a frefh ftab, 
and tear open a former wound. I fo truly loved 
and honoured them both, that I know not which 
had the greateft fhare of my affeftion and efteem : 
and it was aqueftion they wifhed might ever remain 
undetermined. In their profperity and their adver- 
fity 1 performed every good office to them in my 
power i and was their comforter in exile, as well as 
their avenger at their return. But I have not yet 
difcharged all the obligations 1 owe them ; and am 
fo much the more folicitous for the ^recovery of 
this lady, that I may have time to acquit the full 
claim (he has upon my kindeft offices. Such is 
the anxiety under which I write fhh letter ! But 
if fome friendly power fhould happily give me 

occafioA 
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occafion to exchange it for fentlments of joy, I fhall 
not complain of the alarms I now fufFqr. Farewel. 

LETTER XX. 7b Tacitus. 

I Have perufed your book with all the attention 
I was mafter of, and have marked the paffages 
- 1 think fhould be altered, and thofe which I am of 
opinion ought intirely to be thrown out. It is as 
habitual to me to fpeak truth, as it is agreeable to 
you to hear it ; and indeed none are more patient 
of cenfure, than thofe who have the beft claim to 
applaufe. I now cxpeft, in return, your obfervations 
upon that treatife of mine which I latehy fcnt you. 
How agreeable, how noble is fuch a commerce ! and 
how am I pleafed with the thought, that pofterity, if 
it ftiall at all concern itfelf with us, will not ceafc 
to mention with what harmony, what freedom, 
what fidelity we lived together ! It will be an in- 
ftance as remarkable5 as it is uncommon, that two 
pej-fons nearly of the fame age and rank, and of 
fome charafter in the republic of letters (for fince 
I join myfelf with you, I anh obliged to fpeak of 
your merit with referve) fhould thus mutually affift 
and promote each other's ftudies. When I was a 
very young man, and you in the prime of your 
glory and reputation, I endeavoured to follow your 

D 3 fteps. 
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ileps> and was defirous to* be con(i4?red as nctt iq 
faptie to you, 

• But next with maifr^ a length hetij&een! 

And thp' {Jie^-e were, at that timf, many celebrate^ 
gcniufcs in Rome, yet you, of all others, fippear- . 
f d tp me, not only moil worthy to be my jnodel, 
but from a fimilitude of our difpofitipns, n^oft eafy 
for me to copy. It is particularly agreeable to me 
therefore to find, th?it in all companies where licera,- 
ture is th^ topic of converfation, we are always men- 
tioned together^ and that my name immediately 
follows yours. It is thic^ there af e fomc who prefer 
you to me, as others, on {he contrary, give me the 
advantage; but I am little folicitoi^s in what order 
we are placed, fo that we ftand together; for, in my 
Ibftimation, whoever is next to you muft neceflarily 
{)recedc every one clfc. You even fee in ^ ^ills (unr 

lefg 
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*» " It was the peculiar cullom of Rome, for tl*e clients and 
^ dependents pf families, to bequeath at their death to their 
** patrons fome confiderable part of their eftates^ as the raoft 
♦* t ffeftual teftimony of their refpeft and gratitude ; and the 
*' tnpre a rpan received in this way, the more it redounded to 
** his credit. Thus Cicero mentions it to the honour of Lu* 
*f cuilus, that, while he governed- Afia as Proconful, many 
f* great eftates were left to him by will. And Nepos tells us, 
•' in praife of Atticus, that he fucceeded to many inheritances 
ii of the fame kind, bequeathed to him on no other account 
a th^n of his friendly and amiable temper^ ^icero, when he 
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Icfs in the cafe of particular fricndfhip to cither of 
us) we arc always equ.^Uy confidercd, and that the 
legacies bequeathed to us are generally the fame, 
both in number and value. Since therefore, we 
are thus united by a fimilitude of ftudies, man- 
ners, reputation, and even by teftamentary dona- 
tions, thofe laft inftances of the world's good opi- 
nion } fhould not thefe circumftances tend to en- 
flame us mutually with the moft ardent aflfeftion ? 
FareweL 

LETTER. XXL To Cornutus* 

T Obey, my dcareft Collegue, your commands 
-■" to favour the weaknefs of my eyesj and ac- 
cordingly I came hither in a covered litter, in 
which I was as much iheltered as if I had been in 
my chamber. I forbear too (with reluftance indeed, 
however I do forbear) both writing and reading ; 
and it is with my ears only that I ftudy. By drawing 
the curtains of my chamber, 1 make it gloomy, 
but not dark ; and when I walk in my covered 
portico, I (hut the lower range of windows, and by 
that means enjoy as much (hade as light. Thus 
I endeavour to accuftom myfelf to the light by 
D 4 • degrees. 

•* was falfely reproached by Antonyi with being negleAed on 

*' fkefe occafions, declared in his reply, that he had gained 

'* from this fingle aitide, about two hundred thBufaiid 

#< poundQ," MidcUeton's I»ife of Tally, v. a. 5 14. 
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degrees. The bath being of fervice in this cafe, 
I allow myfelf the ufe of it j as alfo of wine, becaufe 
it is not judged prejudicial, but I drink it with 
great moderatioii, I do fo, you know, at all timesj^ 
but particularly now that I have * one who narrow- 
ly obferves me.-*-l received the pullet, with great 
pleafure as coming from you ; and weak as my 
eyes ftill arc, they are ftrong enough, however, tq 
difcern it is extremely fat. Farewel. 

LETTER XXII. to Falco, 

"V O U will not wonder I fo earneftly prefle4 
you to .'confer the Tribunate upon my 
friend, when you (hall be informed who and wha{ 
be is ; and as you have complied with my requeft^ 
J may now acquaint you with his name and charac- 
ter. It is Cornelius Minutianus, who both in rani; 
and merit is the ornament of that province to which 
I owe my birth. His family and fortune are noble^ 
and yet he cultivates fcience with as much appli- 
cation, as if the narrownefs of his circumftances 
rendered it neceffary, He is a moft upright judge^ 
a moft ftrenuous advocate, a moft faithful friends 
You will look upon the obligation as done to your^. 
fcl^ when you fhallhave an opportunity of becom- 



ing 
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ing better acquainted with this excellent perfon, 
who (not to fpeak in too lofty terms of fo modeft 
9, man) is equal to all the honours and tides that 
can be conferred upon him. Farewel. 



LETTER XXIII. r^ Fabatus*. 

I Greatly rejoice that you have fo much recover- 
ed your ftrength as to be able to take fo long 
^ journey as to ^ Mediolanum, in order to meet 
Tiro ; but, that you may continue to enjoy that 
happinefs, let meintreat you to fparc yourfelf a 
fatigue fo improper for a man of your years. I 
muft even infift, that you wait for him at Co- 
inum, and that you do not ftir out of your own 
houfe> nor even out of your chamber, to re- 
ceive him. As I love him with the affedtion of 
a brother, it would be unreaibnable he fliould 
expeft from the perfon whom I honour as my pa- 
j-ent, a point of ceremony which he would fpare his 
pwn. Farewel. 

* His wife's grandfather* 
> Milan. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 7* Gemimius. 

NUmidia Quadratilla is lately dead, having 
lived almoft to her eightieth year. She 
enjoyed, 'till her laft ficknefs, an uninterrupted 
ftate of health, with a ftrength and firnnnefs of 
body unufual to perfons of her fex. She has left 
a very prudent will, having difpofed of two thirds 
of her eftflte to her grand- fbn, and the reft to her 
grand-daughter* With the young lady I have little 
acquaintance, but the grand- ion is oi>e of the moft 
favourite and iqtimate friends I have. He is a perfon 
of lingular worth; and his merit entitles him to the 
afie£lionvOf a relation, even where his blood does 
not. Tho* he is extremely beautiful, he efcaped 
every malicious imputation both whilft a boy and 
when a youth : he^was a hulband at four and twenty, 
and would have been a father if providence had 
not difappointcd his hopes. Notwithftanding he re^ 
^ fidcd in the family vith his grand-mother, who was 
exceedingly devoted to the pleafures of the town, 
yet he obfervcd great feverity of conduft himfelf, 
at the fame time that he behaved to her with 
(lie utmoft rcfpeft. She retained a fct of •Panr. 

tomimts, 

• Thefe Pantomimes were, as their name imports, univerfal 
inimics, whofe humpur coiiMcd in umta(in^ ^e peculiar pian- 
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tomimcs, and was an cncourager of this fort of 
people, to a degree inconfiftent with a perfon of her 
fex and rank. But Quadratus never appeared at 
thefe entertainments, not only when (he exhibited 
them in the theatre, but even in her own houfe; 
nor indeed did flie require hitn to be prcfcnt. I 
once heard her fay, when Ihe was recommending 
the ftudies of her grand- fon to my infpeftion, that it 
was her cuftom, in order to pafs away fome of thofe 
unemployed hours with which female life abounds, 
to amufc hcrfclf with playing at ** chefs, or feeing 

, the 

Jicr an3 geftare pf particolar perfons. They were at ^r^ in- 
troduced opon the llage, as Scaliger fuppofes* to fucceed the 
chorus and comedies, and divert the audience with buiSbon pof- 
tures and antic dances. In after times thofe iaterludes be- 
came difHa{^ entertainments^ and were exhibited apart from 
other plays. But the ufe of thefe Pantomimes waa not con- 
fined to the ibge on]yf for Suetonius informs os, they were 
introduced in fdneral folemnicies, in order to reprefent the 
manner of the deceafed. 

^ This game among the Romans feems to have been 
much of the fame nature, though by Quadratilla difmiHIng 
her grand-fon when (he played at it, dot in the fame ellima- 
tion as 2i female amufement, with modern chefs. Their men, 
which they called Calculi or Latrunculi, were made fome- 
times of wax, and fometimes of g!afs, and were didinguiihed 
|>y black and white colours. The invention of it has been 
carried by fome fo high as the fiege of Troy, but Peter 
Texeiras in his hiflory of Perfia (as quoted by Pitifcus in his 
Xttx. Antiq. Rom.) imagines it to be of Perfian origmal, be- 
caufe, fays he, in all countries where this game is played^ 
the names of the men are either the fame with, or plainly a 
corruption of thofe given to them in the Perfian language; 
^ufions to this game are frequent in the claffic writers; 
^Qt the fttlleft description of it is contained in the following 
J^nts, taken froip th^ little poem addrefs'd to Pifo^ which is 

to 
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the mimicry of her pantomimes ; but that wherrever 
flic engaged in either of thofe amufements, Ihe 
conftantly difmiffed her grand-fon to his ftudies : 

a diimiflion 

to be foand at the end of fome editions of Liicao> and is gene- 
rally afcribed to that author : 

Te fi forte ju-jatf ftudiorum ponder e fejfum^ 
Non langttf/e tamen^ lujujque movere per artem, 
Cedlidiore modo Tabula *variatur, aperta 
N Calculus^ et vitrei peraguntur milite beilA, 
Ut ni^veus nigros, nunc et niger aliigct alhos. 
Sed tibi quit non terga dedit ? quis te duce ceffii 
Calculus ? aut quis non periturus perdidit hoficm ? 
. Mille mcdit acies iua dimicat : tile petentem 
Dumfugit^ ipfe rapit : longo 'uenit ille recpffu 
Qj^ ftetit injpeculis : bic fe committer e nxai 
^Audet, et in pr/edam *vemeniem decipit baft em : 
Ancipites Jubit ille moras, fimilifque ligato 
Obligat ipfe duos : bic ad major a movetur, 
Vt citus et fra&a prorumpat in agmina mandra, 
Claujaque deje3o pppulatur mctnia 'uallo. 
fntereatfeciis quamvis accerima furgunt 
Prcelia militihus^ plena tamen ipfe phalange, 
Aut etiam fauco fpoUatd milite vincis, 
Et tibi captiva refonat manus ntraque turb/e. 

Ad Pifqff, Po'emation.- 

When, to relieve the labours of thy mind, 
Thoo\urn'ft from deep refearch in arts refin'd^ 
Not in foft indolence yoa wafte the hoar. 
But happier genios fHll exerts its pow'r ; 
To mimic war the radiaftit troops are led, 
And martial ranks the varied table fpread ; 
There fable bands, and here a fnow- white train. 
With doubtful fate of lyar the fight maintain. 
Bat who with thee (hall dare difpute the field ? 
Led by thy hand, what warrior knows to yield ? 
Or if he fail, he falls with glorious pride. 
His vanquifh'd foe extended by bis fide. 
Unnumber'd flratagems thy forces try ; 
Now artful feigq, and only feign, to fiy^ 

Now 
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a difiniQion which proceeded,! am inclined to thinks 
as much out of a certain reverential awe fhe felt up- 
on thofe occafions in the prefence of the youth, as 
from her aflfeftion towards him. I was a good deal 
furprized, as I believe you will be, at what he told 
me the laft tftne the Pontifical ^ games were exhi- 
bited. As we were coming out of the theatre to- 
gether, where we had been entertained with her 
pantomimes. Do you know, faid he, this is the jirjt 
time I ever Jaw i^uadratilla^s freedman dance ? Such ' 
was the fixiking declaration her grand-fon made I 
while a fct of men of a far difierent charafter, in 
order to do honour to Quadratilla (I am aihamed 
to call it honour) with the loweft and groffeft flat- 
tcry were running up and down the theatre, 

affc<5iing 

Now boldly ruflies fmldft the ranks of war. 
The chief who view'd the flaaght'ring fcenfe from far. 
nis* bravely daring iirthe ardtioas toll. 
Repels the hoft advancing to the fpoil. 
While cautious thai moves dreadful on and flow. 
And fraodfoi meditates the certain blow ; 
What tho' in giS^ a flave he feems in chains. 
Two captives He in durance clofe detains. 
Bat (ee, yon hero with impeciioas hafle, 
BurHs thro' the ranks, and lays the ramparts wafle ! 
While tbtts the mighty battle glows around. 
And proflrate chiefs beftrow the well-fooght ground, 
- Full and unbroken lo ! thy fquadrons iland. 
Or fcarce one warrior loil of thy command ; 
The captive crowds thy vi^ry proclaim. 
And iocs coofefs thy undifputed fame. 

• The priefts, as well as other magiftrattcs, exhibited public 
games to the people when they entered upon their office. It 
(hould fecm by what follows, that ^adratiUa had lent her 
troop of Paatofflimes to honour the celebration of thefe Ponti- 
fical ganie»« 
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afFefting the utmoft admiration and rapture at the 
performances of thefe her pantomimes, and then 
imitating, in mufical chant, the mein and manner 
of their lady patronefs. But now all that thefe 
theatrical flatterers have obtained in return, is only 
a few trifling legacies, which they have the morti- 
fication to receive from an heir, who never but 
once deigned to be prefent at Quadratilla's 
Oiews. — I fend you this account, as knowing you 
are not difpleafed to hear the news of the town, 
and becaufe, when any occurrence has rejoiced 
me, I love to renew it again, by communicat- 
ing it to my friends. And indeed the laudable 
aflfedion which Quadratilla has fliewn in her will 
to her two heirs, and the particular honour done 
therein to that excellent youth her grand-fon, has 
afforded me a very fenfible fgtisfaftion ; as I am 
extremely glad too, that the houfe which once 
belonged to Caflius, the founder and chief of the 
^ Caflian fchool, is come into the poflTeflTion of a 
perfon not lefs refpedable than its former mafter. 
For, my worthy friend will fill it as he ought, and 
its anciept luftre will again revive under Quadra- 
tus 5 who, I am perfuaded, will prove as eminent 
an orator, as Caflius was a lawyer. Farewel. 

* A famous lawyer who flourifticd in the reign of the empe- 
ror Claudius: thofe who followed his juridical opinions^ were 
laid CO be Cafliani^ or of the fchool of Caffitts. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXV. 7i Rufus. 

WHAT numbers of learned men docs mo- 
defly conceal, or love of retirement with* 
draw, from public fame ! and yet when we are going 
to fpeak or recite in numerous affemblies, it is the 
judgement only of popular and oftentatious talents 
of which we ftand in awe ; whereas we have more 
reafon to revere the decifions of thofe who cultivate 
the fciences in contemplative life, and form their 
opinions of works of genius in privacy and filence, 
undiftrafted by the noife of clamorous aflemblies : 
an obfervation which I give you upon experience. 
Terentius Junior having pafled thro' the military 
offices fuirablc to a pcrfon of Equeftrian rank, and 
executed with great integrity the poft of receiver- 
general of the revenues in * Narbonenfian Gaul, re- 
tired t6 his eftate j preferring the enjoyment of an 
uninterrupted tranquillity, to thofe honours which 
his fervices had merited. He invited me lately 
to his houfe, where, looking upon him only as a 
worthy matter of a family, and an induftrious far- 
mer, I ftarted fuch rural topics of convcrfation, in 
which I imagined he was moft verfed* But he foon 
turned the difcourfe, and difplaying a great fund 

of 

* One of the four principal diviiions of ancient Gaul: it ex- 
tended from the Pyrenaean mountainsi which feparate France 
from Spain, to the Alps, which divide it from Italy, and coxn« 
prehenaed Langaedoc^ Provence^ Dauphiny, and Savpy. 
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of knowledge, entered upon fubjefts of literature* 
I was aftonilhed at the elegance with which he ex- 
preffed hinnfelf both in Liatin and Greek! for he is 
fo perfeftly well fkilled in each, that which ever he 
fpeaks, feems to be the language wherein he par- 
ticularly excels. How extenfive is his reading! 
how tenacious his memory \ You would not ima- 
gine him the inhabitant of an ignorant country- 
' village, but a citizen of the learned Athens. In 
fhort, his converfation has increafed my folicitude 
concerning my works, and taught me to revere the 
judgement of thefe ftudious country gentlemen, as 
much as that of more known and diftinguiflied 
literati. Let me perfuade you to confider them 
in the lame lights for believe me, upon a careful 
obfervation> you will often find in the literary as 
well as military world, moft powerful abilities 
concealed under a ruftic garb. FareweL. 

LETTER XXVL r^MAxiMus. 

THE lingering diforder of a friend of mine 
gave me occafion lately to reftedt, that 
we are always in the^beft moral difpofiuon when 
afflifted with ficknefs. Where is the man, who,« 
labouring under the pain of any diftcmper, is 
cither folicited by avarice or enilamed with luft ? 
At fuch a feafon he is neither the flave of love, 
nor the foolof ambitions he looks with indif- 
3 fercncc 
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fcrencc tipon the charms of wealth, and is con- 
tented with ever fo fmall a portion of it, as being 
upon the point of leaving even that little. It is 
then he recolledts'there are Gods, and that he him- 
iclf is but a * man : no mortal is then the bbjeft of 
his envy, his admiration, or his contempt j and 
having no malice to gratify, the tales of flander 
excite not his attention : his dreams run only upon 
the refreihment of '^ baths and fountains. Tbefc 
are the fupreme d^jeds of his thoughts and wiihes, 
while he refblvey, if he fliould recover, t?o pafs flic 
remainder of his days difengaged fipom the cares 
and bufineis of the world ; tlmt is^ in innoceiKe 
.and.happinefs* I may therefore l^y down to j^oa 
and rayfelf a fliort mte, which the philofophcrs 
have endeavoured to inculcate at the expchcc' of 
many words, ahd even many vdumes ; thaf *^ *e 
•Vflipuld realize in health, thofc rcfdlmions we 
** form in ficknefi/' FareweL .: uv. 

* The awakening power of adverfity in general, is fo beau* 
tifully dcfcribed by the banifhed d^ke in Shakespeare's Asjtu 
like it^ that it will not, perhaps, be deemed foreign to the pur- 
pofe to prodflce it as a parallel paffagc, cfpecialTy as the Ten- 
timent in the fecooMl line is exactly the fame vvith this of Pli^y'a 
before us : . . 

Thh is no flattery : Thefe are counfellors 

That ffilingly p^/uade m0. 'what t am. , 

.Sweet are the ufes of adverfity. 

Which IHce the toad, ugly and venomous. 

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head. A^, 2, Sc, i. 

'^ The ancient phyficians rtvifcd Jjathing as of foverciga 
' efficacy in various difofders. 

Voi. II. E UEV 
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LETTER XXViL le? S^JRA• 

THE prefent recefs from bufinefs affords 
you Idfure to communicate, and me to re- 
ceive, information. I am very defirous to kno^ 
your opinion concerning Ipedfares ; whether yoa 
believe they have a real exiftcnce, and arc a fort 
of divinities, or arc only the vifionary imprcA- 
lions of a terrified imagination ? What particularly 
inclines mc to give credit to their reality, is a ftory * 
which I lately heard of Curtius Rufus. When 
he was in low circumftances^ and unknown in the 
world, he attended the govemour of Africa into 
that province. One evening as he was walking 
in the public portico, he waa extremely furprized 
• with the apparition of a woman, whofe figure and 
bqauty were more than human. She told him (he 
was the tutelar power who prcfided over Africa, 
.and was come to inform him of the future events 
of his life : that he fliould go back to Romcj where 
he fhould be raifed to the highcft honours ; Ihould 
return to that province inverted with the procon- 
fular dignity, and there ihould die. Accordingly 
every circumftance of this predidUon was tfftually 

accom* 

» This flory is like wife related by Tacitus in the i ithbook 
xf his annals^ chap. 2u 
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accomplifticd* It is faid farther, that upon his ar- 
rival at Carthage, as he was coming out of the fhip> 
the fkme figure iccoftcd him upon the fliore. It 
is certain, at leaft, that being fci^ed with a fit of 
iilnefs, tho* there Were h6 fytiiptoms in his eafe . 
that led his attendants to defpair, he inftarttly gave 
up all hope of recovery j judging, it fliould feem> 
of the tnidl of the future part of the prophecy, 
by that which had already been fulfilled, and 
of the misforti^ne whieh ^threatspned him, by the 
fucccfs which he had experienced- To this ftory lee 
itie add another not lefs remarkable than the former, 
but attended with more terrifying circumftances: 
and 1 will give it you exaftly as it was related to me, 
i^/There was at Athens * a large and commodious 
houfe, which lay under the difrepute of being 
haunted. In the dead of the night a fioife, refem<* 
bllrtg the clafhing of Iron, was frequently heard^ 
which, if you liftened more attentively, founded 
like the rattling of chains. At firil it feemed 
diftant, but approached nearer by degrees^ till 
a fpcftre appeared in the form of an old man^ 
extremely meagre and ghaftly, with a long beard 
and dilhevelled hair, rattling the chains on hi^ 
feet and hands* The diftreffed inl^bitants in the 

'£ 2 mean 

^ Lttcian ridicules a ftory pretty muck refcmbling tht^, 
but lays th« fcene of it in Corinth. Via. Lucian. I^hilopleud* 
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mean while paffed their nights under the moft dread- 
ful terrors imaginable. This, as it^^broke their reft, 
ruined alfo their health, and brought on diftempers, 
which, together with their conftant-horrors of mind> 
proved in the end fatal to their lives. Even in the 
day- time, the' the fpirit did not then appear, yet 
the impreflion remained fo ftrong upon their itriar 
giilatioiis, that it ftill feemed before their eyes, and 
kept them in perpetual alarm. By thefe means 
the houfe was at laft defert^, as being deemed 
a^jfolutely uninhabitable; fo that it was now entire- 
ly abandoned to the ghoft. However, in hopes that 
fome tenant might be found who was ignorant of 
this very alarming circumftance which attended it, 
a bill was put up, giving notice that it was either to 
be let or fold. It happened that Athenodorus the 
philofopher came to Athens at this time,^ndreadiog 
the bill, enquired the pri^e. The extraordinary 
cheapnefs raifedhis fufpicions neyerchelcfs, when he 
heard the whole ftory, he was fo far from being dif- 
couraged, that he was more ftrongly inclined to hir^ 
it, and; in fliort, adtually did fo. When it grew to- 
wards evening, he ordered a couch to be prepared 
for him in the fore-part of the houfe, and after call- 
ing for a light, together with his pencil and t^iblets, 
he direfted all his people to retire. But,, that his 
mind might not, for want of employment, be open 
9 to 



I 
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to the vam terjrors of imaginary noifes arid ipirits, 
he applied himfelf to writing with the uttrjoltat- 
feritbn*. Thg firft part of the night pafled in uTual 
filence, when at length the chains began to ratde : 
however, he neither lifted up his eyes, nor laid 
down his pencil, but diverted his obfervation by 
purfuing his ftudies with greater earn^ftnefs. The 
noife increafed and advanced nearer, till it feemed 
at the door, and at laft in the chamber. Ht 
looked up, and faw the ghoft exaftly in the man- 
B€r it had been defcribed.to him: it flood be^ 
fore him, beckoning with the finger. Atheno-i 
dorus made a flgn with his hand, that it fhould 
wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon his 
papers' J but the ghoft ftill rattling his\chains in 
his ^ ears, he looked up and faw- him beckoning 
as before. Upon this he inrimediately arofe, and, 
with the light in his hand, followed it. The 
ii>e£tre flowly flalked. along, as if encumbered 
with his chains, and turning into the area of the 
houfe, fuddenly vanifhed. Athenodorus being 
thus deferted, naade a mark with fome grafs and 
leaves where the fpirit left him. The next day, 
he gave information to the magiftrates^ and 
iKivifed them to order that fpot to be dug up. 
This was accordingly done, and the fkeleton of a 
roan in chains was there found j for^ the body havr 

E 3 ing 
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ing lain a confiderable time in the groun<l> wa« pu« 
trifiedi and had mouldered away from the fetters^, 
The bones being coUeded together were publicly 
buried: and thus^ after the gholt was appeafed byi^x 
proper ceremonies, the houfc was haunted no more^;^ 
Thi$ dory I believe upon the credit of others j whac 
I am going to mention, I give you upon my own, 
I have a freed-man named Marcus, who is by no 
means illiterate. One '^ ni^t as he and his younger 
brother were lying together, he faricicd he faw fomc 
perfon upon his bed, who took out a pair of fcijSars, 
?ind cut off the hair from the top part of his head i 
in the morning, it appeared the boy*s hair was 
dually cut, and the clippings ky fcattered about 
the floor. A fliort time after, an event of the 
like pature fontriljutc^ tq give Cfcdit to the for* 

mer 

• Thpfe who are unacquainted with the genius of the reli^ 
gion of ancient Rome> may be inclined to think meanly of our , 
author's jiidgement^ from this and the following ftory; ba( 
when it is remembered^ that the greateft characters whic^ we 
ineet with among that illuiirious people, are all ftrongly mark*, 
f d with a vein of fu]>erftitiont no particular charge of weak 
credulity can with juflice be brought from hence again ii 
f liny. X^e trqth is^i it was a national turn, and counte* 
jianced by the conflitution of their government, infomucli 
that omehs, even of the loweft kind, were coniidered previous 
to ^very dep pither of foreign or domeitic concern : and t^ 
wifeft and graveft of their hiAorians, the judicious Livy not 
excepted, have given into ficcounts of this nature. £ven n 
fioble hiftorian among our own countrymen, has not ffrnplcd 
|o infect a relation of the fame kind and ^redibilitv, in his |ui[^ 



Book VII. OF PLINY. . 55 

mcr ftory . A young lad of my family was fleeping 
in his apartment with the reft of his donipanions, 
when two perfons clad in white caifne in, as he 
fays, thro* the windows, and cut oflF his hair 
as he lay 5 and having, finilhed the opej-ation, re- 
turned the fame way they entered. The next 
morning it was found that this boy had been 
fenred juft as the other, and with the very fame 
circumftance of the hair fpread about the room. 
Nothing remarkable indeed followed thefe events, 
unlefs that I efcaped a profecution, in which, if 
Domitian (during whofe reign this happened) had 
lived fome time longer, I fhould ceitgjinly haye ti^een 
involved. For, after the death of that emperor^ ar- 
ticles of impeachment againft me were found in his 
fcrutore, which had been exhibited by Carus. It 
may therefore be conjeftured> fince it is cuftomary 
for perfons under any public accufation to let their 
hair grow, this cutting off the hair of my fcrvants 
was a fign I Ihould efcape the imminent dangep 
that threatened me. I^et me defir« you then ma- 
turely to confider this qucftion. The fobjeft me- 
rits your examination; as^ I ?ruft, I am not myfelf 
altogether unworthy to participate of the abun- 
dance of your fuperiour knowledge. And tho* you 
lhould,^ith your ufual fcepticifm, balance between 
two opinions, yet I hope y6u will tirow the 
weightier reafons on one fide, left, whilft I gonfult 
^* P^ you 
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you in order (o have my doubt ikitkd, you ihould 
difmifs me in the fame fufpence and indccifion diat 
oqcafioned you the prefent application. FareweL 

LETTER XXVIIL To Septitivs. 

THERE are, it feems, certain perfons who 
in your company have blamed tne, as b,eing 
upon all occafions too.lavifh in commendation of 
ipy friendjsi I not only acknowledge the charge^^ 
but glory in it ; for, can there be a nobler error thar> 
an over- flowing benevolence? But ftiU who are 
thefcj, let me alk, that are better acquainted with 
my friends than I am myfclf ? Yet grant there are 
any fuch, why will they deny me the fatisfaftion of 
fo pleafing an ..error ^ For, fuppofing my friends 
deferye not the high encomiums I give tbem,cer-^ 
thinly Iram happy in believing they do. Let then^ 
recoipnvsnd then this ungeneroys difcernment to 
thofe who imagine .(and their number is not in* 
confider^ble) that they ihew their judgment, whep. 
they indulge their cenfure. A^ for myfelCi they 
will never, perfqade me that I can love piy * friends 
too well-,' Farewel, . . 

^ Balzac with his ufual happjn^fs of ^llufion, <>hkrvts, '* II 
" y a des rivieres qui ne font jamais tant de bieo que qaaii4 
M ^es.;^.'i^bo]^4emi*de itieiDoraini&e p'arien deiaieilknr 

« que JV^e^V J . . >i ' . , , J ^ ,' ^ ^. . 

' : ■; ' ^ ' ^LET^ 
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LETTER XXIX. 7b MoOTANus. 

IT would raife your laughter firft, and then 
your indignation, and perhaps, after haying 
compofed yourfelf a little, you would \}q in- 
clined to laugh again, when you read what 
I am going to mention, and which you will 
fgarcely credit withput ocular infpedtion. I lately 
pbferved in the Tiburtine * road, near the firft 
mile-ftbne, a monument , erefted to the memory 
of ^ Pallas,, with the following infcription t the 

SENATE .DECREED TO HjrM,;AS it REWARD F^R HIS 
FIDELITY AND AFFECTION TO HIS PATRONS, THE 
HONOUR OF THE PRifeTTORIAN * ORNAMENTS, 
TOGETHER^ WITH THE SUM OF* FIFTEEN MILLION 

OF ^ sesterces: but, he was contented WIT9 
ACCEPTING ONLY THE HONOUR. I am ilot indeed 
apt to wonder at diftiirftions of this .fort, which 
are ofcener the gift of Fortune than of Judge- 
nient -, but I could not help reflefting, when f 'read 

this 

* The road leading to Tivoli, in Campama, 

* He was at firft a ilave in the court oif Claudius Catfir, 
who ftfcerwafds gave him his freedom, and raifecjl^hiiii to his 
chief favour. The patrons mentioned in this Infcription, are, 
that emperor and his con fort Agrippina, to whom PaUa* bad 
likewiie recommended himfelf by iome iignal fervices^ 

« The fenate, as a mark of honourable diftindion, foroe- 
nmes decreed the privilege of':wearifig the ornaments peculiar 
to certain dignities, to perfons who had not enjoyed the office 
to which thofe omamentrwerc annexed. . 

^ Aboot 320,cpol. of our money. 
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this inibriptioiij how contemptible ^nd ridiculous 
are tbofe honours^ which are thus fometimes thrown 
away upon dirt and infamy; which fuch a rafcalj 
in Ihort, had the affurancc both to accept and ta' 
rcfufc, and then fet himfelf forth to pofterity as an 
example of fmgular moderation ! Yet why 0iould 
it raife my indignation ? rather ^et me treat it as a 
matter of dcrifion, that pcrfons of this vile cha* 
rafter may not flatter themfelves they have obtain- 
ed any thing truly enviable, when their honours 
only expofe them to fev^rer ridicule. Farewel, 

LETTER XXX, nGt^rroiL. 

1AM extremely concerned to find that you have 
loflyour pupil; a youth, as your letter alTure? 
me, of fuch great hopes. Can I want to be inform- 
ed, that his fiqknefs and death muft have inter- 
rupted your Itudies, knowing, as I do, with what 
exaftnefs you fill up every duty of life, and how 
warm your aflfedtion is to all thofe to whom you 
give your efteem? As formyfelf, the ufual bufi- 
nefs of Rome purfues me to this place ; and I 
am not out of the reach of people even here, who 
appeal to me either as their judge, or their ar- 
bitrator. Nor is this all : for, not only the farmers 
claim a fort of prefcription to try my patience as 
they pleafe by their continual complaints ; but 
jilfo the ncceffity pf letting out my farmSi gives m^ 
^ ■ muclx 
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much trouble^ as it is exceedingly difficult to find 
proper tenants. For thcfc reafons I can only ftudy 
by.fnatches: ftill however I do ftudy occafionally, 
and both compofe and read by turns ; but my reading 
teaches me, by a very mortifying comparifon, widi 
what ill fuccefs I attempt to be an author myfelC 
Tho' indeed you give me great encouragement, when 
you compare the piece I wrote in vindication of 
Hehidius, to the oration of Demofthenes againfl: 
Midias. I confefs I had that harangue in my view: 
not that I was fo vain and abfurd as to pretend to 
rival it, but I endeavoured at leaft to imitate it, as 
for as the difference of our fubjefts would admii^ 
and as nearly as a genius of the loweft rank can 
popypncofthchighefl. Farewel, 

J. E T T E R XXXL To Corvutits, 

CLaudius PoUio is extremely^ defirous of your 
friendfhip^ and he deferves it, not only be- 
^aufe he defires it, but becaufe he offers you his in 
return; as indeed few ever requeft the one, widi- 
out being difpofed to give the other. He is an 
upright, honeft, good-natured man, and mo-i^ 
deft, I had almoft faid, beyond meafures if in* 
fieed that virtue can be carried to txc^fu 
yft ferved in the army together, when he com- 
p^d^ jsi trpop of jiodi:^ and I had a^ op- 

ponunicy 
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portunity of taking "a nearer view of his <2haratf-^ 
ter, than increfy what his being my fellow-bfflcer 
gave me, I was appointed by the lieutenant- 
general to examine, the accounts of the fever&l 
companies; and as I difcovered many inftanccs 
of grofs avarice and negledt of duty in- fofne, 
fo I found the highcft integrity and exadefl: cai-€ 
in PoUio, He was afterwards pron^iotcd to very * 
confiderable employments in the revenue; yet no 
temptations could corrupt the innate integrity of 
bis foul, ind no profperity fwcU his breaft with 
pride, but he preferved, in all. the.yari^ty of polfe 
thro' which he paffcd, his honour and his humanity 
unimpeachcd; to which I will add, he fupported 
the fatigues of bufinefs with the fame firmnefs of 
mind he now difcovers in his retreat. He once 
indeed quitted his retirement for a (hort time, 
greatly to his credit; being called forth by my 
worthy friend Corellius to his afliftance, in pur- 
chafing and dividing thofe lands which were 
given to the public by the liberality of the enqi- 
peror ^ Nerva. And could there be any circum^ 
fiance more to his honour, than to be thus par-x 
ticularly fingled out as his, coadjutor, by a per- 

ion 

^^Nerya reflobA'tn the Eoinand alt that Domitian had* 
plundered them of; and gaye a very large Asm of rr.eney u> 
be fffid- out- m tlic porchafe of lands for the fupport of decayed 
families, . / . . : . . . , . 
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fon of fo eminent a. charafter as Cordlius ? You 
may judge how faithfully he reveres the facred ties 
of friendflhip by the laft wills ^ of feveral of his 
friends, particularly that of Mufoniiis Bafllis, a 
man of diftinguiflied merit. Pollio (for he culti- 
vates polite literature as well as every other valu- 
able qualification) has very gratefully endeavoured 
to perpetuate and extend the memory of Baffus, By 
publifliing an account of his life: a circumftance 
too uncommon and too generous, not to be par- 
ticularly applauded; fince the generality of the 
world Icldom mention the dead, unlefs to complain 
of them «. Receive then this worthy man, greatly 
defirous (believe me) of your amity, with warm 
embraces, and even invite him to accept of it as 
what you owe him ; for, he who makes the firft 
advances towards friendfhip, cannot fo properly be 
faid to folicit as to claim a return. Farewel. 

* See letter 20. of this book, note ^. 

« Pliny feems to allude to the Captatores, or legacy hunters: 
a coot^mpitible chsaJafter extremely common among the Ro- 
mans in the decline of their ftate, when the prevailing luxury 
of the tjmis rendered too- many of tliem» ii> order to fappljr 
their ex^trayagance, cap^ablc of any meannefs i!o obtain a peciiM 
niary remcfmbrancfc in thei Wills of their wealthy acquaincanGe, 
^4 ^op mueh mortiied not co complain when tjiey found them* 
felvei difappointed/ * ' • ' ' , ' ' 
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Letter xxxii. r^pAdATus.* 

I Rejoice that the arrival of my friend Tiro wa5 
acceptable to youj biit particulary> that 
you made ufe (as your letter informs me) ot 
the opportunity which the prefence of the pro- 
conful afforded you, of manumizing ^ feveral of 
your flaves* For, as I wifli to fee our corporation^ 
improved by every poffibJe means, fo particularly by 
an increafe of citizens, as that, of all others, is the 
firongeft ornament a community can receive. I 
am pleaied too (not out of a fpirit of vanity, how- 
ever I confefs I am pleaied) with what you add, 
that both you and I were highly complimented, in 
die acknowledgments which were made upon this 
pccafion ; for, as Xenophon obfervcs> *^ the v»ci 
« of praife is Jweeti* efpccially when wc dunk 
we dcfcrye it. FarewdL 

LETTER XXXIIL ft Tacitus* 

I Strongly prefage (and I am perfuaded I (hall 
not be deceived) that your hiftories will be ioH 
mortal. I ingenuoufly own therefore % I fo much 

die 

* His wife Calphmnia's grtndfttlien 
^ See letter ID of this bMlc 

* Comuin. 

' At fome ingemooi writers have atfedted to draw a com* 
parilbn between our author and Ctccro, to the diiSulvantagf of 

th« 
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the more earneftly wi(h to find a place in them* 
If we are gener^y careful fo have our perfons re- 
prcfcntcd by the bcft artifts^ ought we not to 
defire that our aftions may be related and cele- 
brated by an author of your diftinguiflied abilities ? 
In view to this, I acquaint you with the following 
affair, which tho' it cannot have efcaped your 

attention, 

the fofmcr; it will not, 'tis hoped> be thought any want of 
reverence to a charader, which deferves the higheft veneration 
from every admirer of the fine arts» to fee before the reader 
an inilancej where Pliny greatly outihines that noble example 
he was, opon all occafions, fo defiroas of copying. There is si 
letter of Cicero extant for the fameparpofe as this of Pliny's, 
addrefied to his friend Lacceias *, who was writing the hiftory 
of lus own times. The fenfible Montaign condemns both 
as inftances of immoderate ambition; and obferves, that 
« f fortune, as it were in pure fpight, has taken care to hand 
'* down to as the vanity of thefe reqaefts, while (h6 has long 
^ fince deftroyed the hiilories they folicited." Let it be re- 
marked, however, in jniBce to our aathor, that upon a com- 
parifon of the two letters, the ambition of Pliny will appear 
far more reafonable than that of Cicero ; for, the latter does 
not fcruple to prefs his friend to tranfgrefs the rules of hif- 
tory, and tM'eak through the bounds of troth in his favour. 
fe fUme ttimm atqui itiam regOp ut ^ omat ea *uibemintius etiam 
^uam f^nmffi ftntis^ H in ia legit hiftwm negligas, amoriqut 
ntftr9 plt^cuUmitiam fuam itmctdit *veritas lurgirt; whereas 
Pliny, with a far nobler fpirit, exprefsly declares he does not 
defire Tacitus to heighten die fadl, and that aftions of real 
worth need only to be fet in their true light. In Cicero's 
tetter, we read the extravagant didates of the moft immode* 
rate tenbition } and h« himfelf confefles he had not the af- 
furance to look his friend in the face while heexpreffed them : 
Cwam Jiu nam tadim hat ^gen/ape c9nttnttm dturruit fudor z 
in Pliny's, we fee nothing but what is agreeable to cool fenfe, 
»ttd the honeft ambition of one who was coafcipoa he ^ad aA^ 
well, and defirous poflerity ihould know it, 

• By* fina. L 5* xa* f T«m* !• %tp 
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attention, as it is mentioned in t4ic * public 
journals, ftill I acquaint you with it, that you 
may be the more fenfible how agreeable it wilL 
be to me, that this aftion, greatly heightened by 
the hazard which attended it, fhould- receive an 
additional luftre from the teftiiiiony of fo bright 
a genius. The fenate appointed Herennius Se- 
.necbi and myfelf, counfei for the province of 
Bcdtica, in their impeachment of Boebius Mafla. 
He was condemned ; and the houfe ordered his 
cffeds to be fcized into the hands of the public 
ofEcer. Shortly after, Senecio having learnt 

that 



• Whether Pliny means by the Puhlica aSia^ the journal of 

the fenate, or what * Tacicus and \ Suetonius .call the Diurmi 

aitai may admit of a doubt. The former feems to have been 

.exadly in the nature of our Votes of the houfe of commons* 

wherein a (hort account was given to the. public of what 

pa/Ted in the Yenate; the latter appears very much to feiemble 

our Gazette, being an authorized narrative of the tranf;|6tions 

. worthy of notiie which happ.eoed in Rpme. Petro^ius has 

.given us the form of ike latter of thefe» in his s^count of Tii- 

jnalchip; and as itmay noc, perhaps, be unentertaif^ng |o the 

Engliih reader, to fee hojv. exaflly a Roman news-paper runs 

-in the (lile of a modern ofie> ^he following is an article or two 

^out of it. , . ■.. 

" Qn the 26th of July, 30 boys and; 40 girls were born at 

.«* Trimalchio's eftate at Cuma." .. . v ,, 

,. « At the fame timci a-flavowas put ^ d^a^K/ortktering 

;«• difrepfeQful. words againilJiis J«rd.'!.i; «..; . ^. 

; * *'<* The false day, a fire .broke AUt ..itt»BQinji«y?.s gardcfUs, 

,*«• which began in the night* in the «ftew«ffd^/ apartment.** 

^jCUtoiAryj. p..i96>.cd. Var* , j . u w.. *, i. »,w ;, 
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that the confds intended to fie ^o hear petitions^ 
tame to nie> and propofed that we ihould gp toge-^ 
ther^ and addrefs them with the ianie unanimiqr 
we executed the office^which had been enjoined us^ 
that thejr would not fufier Mafia's efiedb to be 
diflipated by thofe who were ^pointed to prefenre 
them. I anfwered, that as we had been counfcl in 
this caiife by order of the fenate, 1 would recom- 
mend it to his Gonfideration^ whether it wduld bk 
proper for us, after fentence had paflSd, to interpofe 
any farther. ^' VoU are at liberty, /aid he, to pre- 
*' fcribe What bounds you plfeafe to yourfelf, who 
*^ have no particular connexions with theprovince^ 
^^ except what refult from yoiif late fefvices to 
« them J but they have a much ftrongcr claim upon 
** me, who was born thcre^ and enjoyed the poft of 
^* Quasftor among them/* If fuch, I replied, was 
his determined rcfoiution, 1 was ready to attend 
him, that whatever refentment fhould bie the con- 
icquence> it might not fall fingly upon himfel^ 
Ac^rdingly we went to the confuls, where Sene- 
do declared what he thought proper upon the 
occalions to which I fubjoined a Hyt words on mjr 
pm. We had fcarcely fended, when Mallai tom^ 
plaining that Senecio had not a£ted againft him 
With the fidelity of an advocate, but the bitceme& 
«f an enemy, dcfired he might be at liberty to pro«^ 
Yo^Ui f fccutK 
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iectite him for ^ treafon. The whole afiGmfafy was 
firack with the atmofl: coi^nmdon aad horrour 
at diis motbiu I immediately mft xip -, ^^ Moft 

'' noble 

^ The reader will undoubtedly be farprized to find a pro- 
fheatkm of fre^t/en, foutided merely opon a fvggeflion of mif- 
Cgndii6l in the management of a private triaL But this diifi- 
culty will be cleared, perhaps, by confidering the charaCler of 
J)ionmii» in whofc reign xhls tranikdion happened. Tt> (liew 
any diflike to thofe who were the favourites of that infamous 
emperor, wat'conftrued by him into an ad of treafon againft 
lumfelf. He could gather th«t poifonbui «veed (as our author 
in his panegyric ftrongly exprefTes it) even from the barren 
fsmds of the thetittie (crimma iM^^^tii in arena cMgebat \) 
tor not to^admire even his gUdiators, was deemed, in thofe 
wretched times, an ad of dtUoyahy. If therefore Maffa wat 
^ die good ffraoesof Domitiaa it would have been very 
cafy for the rormer, to drain the honeft zeal which Senecio 
had ihewn in conducing this caufe, into an in (lance of dif- 
icfped to the emperoir. And the chtiratder which Tacitut 
rives of thl^ MafTa (Irongly fupports that fuppofition ; for, he 
[ieleribes him as the bane of every good man, and an inAru- 
nient of thofe calamities which the . Romans (uffered under 
Bomitian; tfttmo cuique exitiofus, fays he, ^ in cau/as malo^ 
mm ^ua^tuHUms.^ [Taciu hill. L 4. 50.} It mQftbe.owned 
however* that th^ expreffion in the original (puftulm^io im^' 
fietcais) docs not fo abfoluteljj and neceflarily imply, a pro- 
ibcuti^ii of trea(bn» but theit it nuty admit of another jmer- 
pretation. Accordingly, a gentleman of diiiingui(hed learn- 
ing, whafevonred the trannator with kis (endments upon tht» 
p^ge, has offered a coi\iedure much, too ingenioas to be 
fbppreffed. « It was the pradice (he obferves) of the aii- 
^^ dents, that all depoiks, trufts» feqaeftratiot>a, .iilili» tAt, 
** fliopld be lodged in the rood fecHre and unfufped«d places;. 
«* accordiftgly they chofe their teinj)les for that pu^re;'an4 
«f tiie prijelts w^« of confer the legal fecpi^ftratqrs; ' * 

tht ihi apud Tbtotimum mm afurum depojkinmf, ' ' - 

FIaife.£»odl. 
« And 



I 
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*' noble confuls," faid I, " I am afraid it fhoiild feeni 
*^ that Maffa has tacitly charged me with having 
*' favoured him in this caiife, fince he did not think 
*^ proper to join me with Senecio in the defired 
*^ profccution*" This fliort fpeech was extremely 
well received by thofe who Were prcfent -, asitfooh 
afterwards got abroad^ and was publicly mentioned 
with general applaufe. The late emperour Nerva 
(who tho* at that time in a private ftation> 
yet interfefted himfelf in every meritorious adtion 
which concerned the public) wrote an admirable 
letter to me upon the occ^fion, whetein he not 
only congratulated me, but the age> which had 
produced an example fo rtiuch in the Ipirit (as ht 
was pleafed to call it) of better days. But, what- 
ever the fad be> it is in your power to heighten 
and fpread the luftre of it: tho* fer am I fromdc- 
firing you would in the leaft exceed the bounds of" 
reality. Hiftory ought to be guided by ftridt 
truth i and worthy aftions require nothmg more4 
Farewel. 



" And bf this the claflic and dyiWaw books furniih abundant 
*' proof. He thinks therefore, that an infinuation that Mafla 
" had been tampering with the church to betray this /i/«- 
** cvMmi//um, and that^the feciirity became fufpicious, might 
•' poffihly cxsxy an adlion of impiety. ^^ tlowcver, upon a dofer 
examination of the letter, and comparing it with the hiftory of 
that age, the interpreUtion adopted in Ae text, may> perhaps, 
bejttftified* ^ 
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LETTER I. r#SKFTmo$. 



I Had a good jouniey hither> tsctp&ag otdf 
that ibme of my fervants have iixficred in tbeir 
health by the violent heats* Poor Encolpiusi my * 
reader^ whofe aflUbmce is of fiich fervice to mc both 
in my (hidies and amu(ements> was £> affeded bjf 
the duftj th^ it occafioned his ipitdng of blood : an 
F 3 acci- 

* Perfons of tank and Hteratare ampng tlie Roaiana^ jro^ 
udned in theirfiadliesadobicffic>wkofe|^ei|iiikifioefiw^^ 
to read to thcnu 
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accident which will prove not lefs unfortunate ta 
mc, than to himfelf, Ihould he be thereby renderecj 
vnfit for thofe purpofes of literature in which he fo. 
greatly excels. If that fliould unhappily be the 
event 5 where fliall I find one who will read mv 
con^fitic^l wit|i p muc^ fpirit and fo captivating 
an elocution, or admire them with fo much feel- 
ing ? But the gods fcem ^o fijvour our better hopes^ 
^s his bleeding is ftopped, and his pain abated. 
He is extremely temperate on bis part; and nq 
attention \^ Ranting on r^ne, nor any cai^e on hi^ . 
phyficiap's. Thefe confiderations, together with 
the falubrity of this air, arnd the quiet of retirement^ 
give Us^f^albn to expeft, that the country will con-, 
^ibute ^s mMchto the reftor^tlqn of his health],, a^ 
to4»s wp^er Farewck 



i-ETTER 11, r^ Galyisivs. 

l']^!^]^]^ people yifit t;heir eftates in ordcf. 
to Recruit thq\r purfes, but I gq to qnine 
oply^ to return fo much the poorer. Ihad fold my 
ylnm^^ ^ the merchants, who were extremely 
f.^g^X t? pyrchafe it, ^ncpuraged by the price it them 
lipre^ and what it was prpbable it would rife to: 
however thej were difappointed in their cxpefta- 
UQm* i Up^O this Qjccaiioi) tpt h^Y6 madg op^ 
a g?fter% 
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gDHera) un^inguifticd abatement to 8H> votild- 

have been much the esfteft, but not the moft eqtiif-* 
tabk method. I hoki it |)articularly worthy of st 
man of honour, to be governed by the principles; 
of ftrift equity in his domeftic aa wdl as puMid 
condud):; in fmatU as in great affiirs; in hk 
own concerns^ as weH as in thofe of othors: Amk 
if every deviation frooa tcftitudc » equal ly * crinai- 
nal, every approach to it raufl: be equ&lly laudable 
Ii> the firft place dien, I remitted to^ all in general 
rnie^eightb part of the price they had agreed toigmt 
nie ; that none m^t go away without a inarlc of 
my liberality ; in the next, I particularly confidcred 
^ofrvvho having advanced to me large fomsr in paro 
df {Mtyment, had done me fp much the more ferv 
▼ice, and had beeis the greater fuflbrers th^mfelves^ 
To thofe therefore, whote porchafe' amounted' 00 
more dian ^ ten thoufand fefteroes> Iretamed (be& 
fide that which I may call the gcabrai ajid asMi 
mon eighth) a tenth part of whac they had pu^ % 
^bove that fum. I fear- 1 do not eitpitft mfk^ 
with fiifficient cleamQ&i twill endbavour to e?^- 
plain my nieaning: for inftance, ^ippofeta man 
had purchafedof mo to the value oilP* ftftctn,Awii 
fand fofterces i ) remitt^ tohinot one e^th part 

* It was a doAriae.i^a.iQtUQed by the Skdcs^ that all crimes 
fre equal. 

*> About Sol. of our mone^r. 
5 AtM>ut 120 1. of oar money. 
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of that whole fum, and like wife one tenth of ^ five 
jhoufand. Bcfidcs this, as fevefal had dcpofited, in 
diSertnt proportions, part of the pjrice they had a- 
greed to pay, whilft others had advanced nothing ; 
1 thought it would not be agreeable to equity, thafr 
all thefe fhould be favoured with the fame tqu&i 
fennif&on. To tbofe therefore, who had made any 
payments, I returned a tenth ^rt upon the fums 
fo paid. By thefe means, I made a proper acknow- 
ledgment to each, according to their refpeftive dc- 
fcrts i and likewife encouraged them, not only ta 
deal with me for th? futur?, b^t to be prompt in 
Aeir payments. This inftance of my good-nature 
or my judgement (call it which you pleafe) was a 
very confidcrahlc expencc to me. However^ I 
found my account in it; for, all the country greedy < 
commended both die fingular generofity of thefe 
abatementa, and the principle by. which I regulated 
them. EyCB thofe to whom I did not mei^ (as thq 
proverb is) iy the Jame meajure^ but adjufled tbq 
rcmiflioh to the fum they had advanced, hel4 them* 
ielyes obliged tq me, in proportion to the probity 
pf their principles j and went away pleafed ^itl^ 
having experiejtjced, that not from me ' 

' . - sr^ gQ^ and hud an equal boon receive. 

farewel. 

< About 40 1. fterling. 
• f Horn. IJ. lib, 9. v.'jij. 

LET- 
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, 1. E T T E R HI. ^0 Spa^sus. 

XT O U tell me, that of all my works, the1i& I 
* lent you is your greatefl: favourite. The 
fame judgement has likewife been paffed upon it 
by another of my very knowing and ingenious ' 
friends: and I am the more inclined to belie ve 
that neither of ypu is miftaken, not only as it i$ 
improbable you both ihould, but becaufe I am 
much difpofed to flatter myfelf- I always ?n^ 
deavour indeed, that my laft prformance may ap- 
pear \h^ moft finiflied; and for that rcafon I pre- 
fer the rpeech 1 lately publifhed, %o that wVich 
you mentiori : I will fend it you as foon as I can 
meet with a fafe conveyance* And now I have 
raifed your expcftations of this piece, I doqbtyoa 
will be difappointed when it comes to your hand&, 
In the mean while, however, you may indulge the 
^reeable perfuafion (and perhaps too^thout be^ 
ing ^if^pppinted) that it i^ a compofition you will 
read with plcafure. Farewel. ' 

LETTER IV. ^i^CAMmius. 

I Greatly approve your defign of writing a poem 
upon the * Dacian war : (or where could you 
have chofen a recent fubjed fo fiill of events^ fb 

€xtenfive» 

' * Dacia combrehcnded part of the prefent kingdom of 
PttiKfaryi togcUi^ with part of Tranfilnunat Scrvia, Wala* 

cUa 
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cxtenfiVc^ or indeed lb capable of poetical orna- 
ment? a fubjeffc which, while it has all the mar- 
yellow of fi£iio9^ has ^ the r^omniciidation of 
tt$Kh» You W|U fif^g of rivers taug^ to flow in 
fitW;^nnek| of bridges ^ thrown ov^r immeolc 
rvfr$ti of encampHE^eats^ upon tbe^ d^ad^l prcr 

cilices 

cSfa and'Moldavia. It was firfl fubdoed and added la tlie ' 
RflHHn entire b^ IV»jan ; u. mcmoty of whofe ndkoriee over ! 

this nation, the famous pillar is fuppo^d to h^ve been ereded^ 
c^led 7rajan^5 pHlar^ which h ftill tchc fetn entire at Rt>me. ' 
Iti« }a(& It^Han feet bigh« to th^ top of «^ich. yoa afqeod bjr 
184* fteps, which wind.round the infide. ^h^ outfidc iscarvea 
m baflb relievo, witl^ the repFefentaaon of the m»St remarlc-^ 
ai^e ctrqumilaPcqLof thb expedition. [Bartoli colpnsa Tnij.]; 
Alter tMe death of Trajan, his a(hes were placed, as iotde ' 
aftlij^r^ fry> IP 9 gol^enr fc^Itoq the. t^oflthi^ncrblepiJIpir:*- 
but Eutropiu^ affirms. they were depo&ed und^r it» Eutrop. 
1. ^c. S» • • * '-:./-. 

, ^ J^ is prel^a^le FUia)f heie aUudtM U>- 1^ fi»motts bridge. 
built by Trajan over the river Danube, in the upjjer Moefia^ 
x\k%th^ftgU, as Si«t WQQain Temple* calls it, ^ Wi>«# 4vU 
€kit$^urL " It is ftiled by the Ancients*, the rooft ftately for 
^^Sric ©f that nature in the univerfe. ft was all of iquare 
<«-it0)QK. a9d Qomaipe^ tpi arohps* ei^fa vf them lao feet. 
^ Above the foundation, and 60 feet in b^'^adth, alldii^ixi^. 
•** -ftWH* ea<di Other i ^fWt. ' It wa? built where the river wa» 
<* narroweft, and confequenj^y where th&jgresvm; waa i!<:onge^ . 
*' and mod rapid; which renders the fabric ftill'more Aupen-[ 
•* dous, on account of the almoft infurmountable diiHcultxes 
f< they muji; h^ye, ipe^ wifh in laving|-for Iasge,a foiHidatton. 
«« The artliit^fi emptoyed op6n tWoccafK^r, was one Apol- 
^ lodorus of Damalcus, who» it feems, left a defgriptiQ^ oT 
««<lrts^greal work. We- are told- thit 'fttafe.i-eteaitas are'ftijf 
^ ,toJ}e fe60 of it ^e^tr. 2ievena» in Lower fiuBgary.-wi9ldna|| 
•• fearing the Barbarians xnight make ufe of it to invade the 
H-Roibaih tefritorias^fotokedowii. tiM arehe«>; t^nt^he piena. 
•*• wer^ ftill flanding in pion Cafiius'stime, that is, I20year^ 

/ «• after, thdugh they fcrved only to ihew, fays the writer, 
•^ .the. Jut^^^ ei^^iu. of. h|ii|>an. £(^f^ l^h^ ftit(>eiido»^ fe* 

' -t bric'was,b^uu4^^4| w4^ i|^ ^'i^pflj^'/^ • pwy. ,l;lifi,.»% 
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dpfces of craggy mountains; and of a brave ^ prioce 
^hob (Ho* driven from his palace, pr^iervedhis 
$:aur^ge vnfubdued td the laft moment of his life, 
- Tou will deibribe too> the glorious viftor'^ doubde 
Iy'iua4)b9 ,QAe of which was the firfl: that was 
fCvcr gained over that nation, 'till then inTindble, 
gs the other will be the laft. There is one diA> 
ficuky however, and a very confiderable one it 
j», where to find «prcflions equal to the fubjcft^ 
a, difficulty which iwcas almoft bfuperable cveii 
by your elevated genius, tho' capable <^ riling 
to th^ moft (ublime topics. Some difficulty too 
jou will find io reconciUng thofe barbarous and 
wxicoutfh names, efpecially that ofthe"* king himfel^ 
|o the haraiony of Greciaanumbcrs* There ia 
nothing, however, fo hard thajt art and induftry 
cannot mitigate at lealt, if not abiblutely fubdue. 
Jf Homer is allowed to cootraft or Ifengthen, 
pr cbaiage even Grecian naoies, which are nothbg 
liarfli to the car, in order to make ^hem run 
'.more finoothly in his verfe; why Ihould the feme 
liberty be refufed to you^ efpecially fince ic h 

ncceffityi^ 

5 Decel^lps^ l^ing of the Dacians, who rather than fall 
ijBto the hands of the conqueror, or live in dependence, put an 
end to his owji life* 

4 From hence Catanaeus conje6lnres»*Qpon the credit of 
&rofili9> that, the trne name of the king was Dsurpaneuj, 
lirhich was afterwards changed by the Greek and Latin 
|lf|rriter8,tojPecebalu9^' '' 
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ncccBtj, and not afibdation, diat pleads for the irk 
d^gence? Come on then, sny friend^ and after 
1tm9Wg^ as poets are wont, invcdced the gods, 
and among the reft, that divine hero % wbofe 
sm^ty deeds and deep counfek jou are gjering 
la celebrate, looien all your cocdage, ipread everjf 
6Slj and then, if ever, launch Ibrth with the fliU 
flow of your unbounded genius: — for you muft 
aOow me to be poetical, when I am talking to a 
poet; And now I infifi: that you fend nrie every 
part, as foon as it fball have received ^your laft 
finiflting touches i and even before, while it is only 
a rot^h fketch, and unformed embryo. You wil} 
tell me, that a detached portion cannot pleafe, 
like one entire piece^ nor an unfjinilhed plan be as 
iam&dbory as a complete work» I am fenfibki 
it cannot, and therefore ihall confider it only as 
in its firift rudiments : as a leparate and dis-t 
jonnrd member; and fliall lay it up in my fcni« 
tore, to wait your laft hand. Indulge me then 
with this very fingular inftancc of your z&Qdon, 
and fuffer npc to he privy to what you vould 
choofe to conceal even from every other perfoi^. 
In a word, though the more time and camion yoo 
take in communicating your work to the public, 
Ac more, poffiyy, it may heighten my eftecm and 

approbation 
• Trajaik 
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apptobadon of the poet, yet the Iboner and with 
the le& fcruple you fend it to me> the more I ihaU 
k>ve afid applaud die friend. FareweL 

LETTER V. ToGEMimvi. 

OUR friend Nfacrinus has received a moft 
fevere ^ound : He has loft his wife ! a lady 
whole exemplary virtues would have rendered her 
an ornament even to former times. He lived with 
her thirty-nine years in the mail uninterrupted 
harmony* How relpe&ful was her behaviour to 
him ! and how well did flie herfelf deferve die 
hig^fl: lefpefi: ! In her charafler were united all 
thofe amiable virtues dut adorn and diftingmlH 
die difierent periods of fenale life! It fliould^ 
furely, afibrd great confoladoA to Macrinus, that 
he has thus long enjoyed fo exquifite a bleflkig* 
But that refledfcion &ems only to much the mqre 
to imbitter his lois; as indeed the pain of parting 
widi our happinefs^ (till rifes in proportion to the 
kngth of its continuance. I cannot therefore but 
be gready anxious for fo valuable a friend^ t^U this 
4eep wound to his peace ihall be in a ftate to ad- 
mit of proper applications. Time however, to* 
gether with a £idety of grief itfelf, will beft and in* 
deed neceflanly cSeft his cure. Farewcl. 

LET. 
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L E T T E R VI. "To Montanus. 

MY laft letter has by this time, I fuppofe, id-^ 
formed you, that I obfervcd lately upon a 
monument ere<5l:ed to the mennory of Pallas, the* 
following infcription : ?1&^ * /mate decreed to him 
as a reward for bis fidelity and affe3ion to his pa* 
irons, the honour of the Praetorian ornaments, togi^ 
tber with the/urn of fifteen miliums of Jefierets : M 
he was contented with accepting onfy the bonoitfi 
I afterwards thought it worth while to feirrch M 
the original record, and it run in a ftrain ib irerj^ 
extravagant^ that this proud infcription ieenns tno-^ 
deft and humUe, compared vnth the terms of tbs 
decree* The cuk)giumSL which havt been giveit. 
to the. moil illuftrious Romansi I da not fay dioft 
of more remote antiquity^ as theScipios and the 
Mummii i but (to come nearer our own times) 
the Marii, the Syllaa, and die Pompeys, faU aift* 
iiitely (hort of thofe which have been laviflbcd^ujMiil 
this mm. Was it a fpirit of banter^ Iball I ft^ 
pofc, or a principle of flavery that produced cMd 
decree ? I would a/bribe it to the ^mer, v^m 
not raillery unbecoming the dignity^ of the ^Mttm 
Muft it be attiibuted then to be the moflr abf^ 

, fubjeftion ? 
« See B. 7. let. s^th^ and the notes there« 
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fiibjcAion ? Yet who is fo wretchedly Junk as to 
be capable of fuch meannefs ! Or was it the luft 
of amlritioo that gslve Wrth to this dcercej and the 
mover of it in the fenate propofed ir, perhaps, 
' with a view of paving the way to his own prefer- 
'iiient ? But whom can we liippofc fo "irrational, 
as to defire to raife himfelf at the expence both of 
his own and the public honour, iti a common- 
Wealth where the only means to be firft in rank 
was to be firft in flattering Pallas ? Not to n\tn^ 
tion their offering to a flave the Praetorian ho- 
nours; they were flavcs themfclves who made the 
offer : not to animadvert upon that part of their 
decree, which fays, that Pallas ought, not only to 
be intareated, but compelled to wear the'"* golden 
ring ; no doubt it was not confiftent with the dig^ 
iiity of the fenate, that a perfon of Prsetorlan rank 
ihould wear an iron one : to pafs over, I fay, thcfe 
left flagrant inftanites^; mark, I befeech you, the 
lMlowingv«ry extraordinary claufe: Tbe/etu^e {z,nd 
was it not expiated in fbrm after fd vile a pollution i} 
Stejtnatf ntmits thanks to Claudius y not only for tb^ 
bmom^aiU mentim be bimfdf was pkafed to make of^ 
PMitPf kit^ fir'Jke opportunity afforded the bou/e a^ 
ef 4f4^ylngti^ bene^ence towards him. It wa* 
ki^f xt0 tfee bredki no doubt, of the fenate^ no# 
I':.. .\ .■'••: .: ' ■ '.• ^ .to 



^ Mione but "knights and fenatorshad the privilege of wear* 
pij^^SoldriDg; as an iron one wat a badge of fervuude. 
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toappeardeficient in point of gratitude to Pallas ! 
It goes on : ^at Palksy to wbmH isvery man ac^ 
bumUdges bis obligations in the, beft manner be is 
able, «wy receive tbe juji reward of bis fidelity arid 
Jingtdar Jervices. Would one not infiagine that \m 
had extended the bounds of the empire^ or at leaft^ 
relcued the armies of the ftate ? But it proceeds: 
fince no occafion mere agreeable could prejent, iijelf to 
tbt Jenate and tbe Roman popUi of exercifmg tbeir 
liberality J tban an opportunity of rewarding one wha 
bad proved bimfelffo bonefi and diftnterefted a guar^ 
dlan of the emperor's finances. — Such was the gloria* 
ous ambition of the fenate at that time i fuch the 
higheft plcafure of the people j fuch the mod 
agreeable occafion of exerciling their liberali^ $ to 
have an opportunity of exhaufting the public trea^ 
fujes upon Pallas I It continues i tbe fenate therefore 
voted that fifteen millions offefterces flsould be paid 
to bim out of tbe treafury\ and as be has a foul far 
above defires of this kind, that tbe emperor Jhould 
be fo much the mere firongly intreated to ufe his 
authority with Pallas, to oblige bim to comply with 
the inclination of tbe fenate. Nothing more in^ 
deed feemed wanting to complete this extrava^ 
gant fcene^ than that the imperial authority ihould 
interpofe i that Pallas ihould be prefied tQ yield t9> 
the defires of the fenate; that Ccfar himfelf (hould 
bt called upon to afiift the houfe in pppofiog thii 

ioib* 
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tnfolcnt piece bCfclf-denial, left the hiimbie Pallas 
fliould rrfufc fifteen millions of fefterces J He re-, 
fufed, nevcrthelefs> the dffer the public itiade hini 
of this immenle fum j the only thing he could 
poffibly have done more arrogant than thd accept- 
ing of it. Yet even this the fenate applauded, and 
feem to lament in the following claufe, Bui wbere^ 
as our ixceUent prince andfatb& of bis country bas, at 
tbe injiance of P alias y exprejfed bis defire to bavi 
tbat fart of tbe vote witbdr&wn^ wbicb relates to 
tbe giving bim Jifteen millions offejlercei out of. tbe 
treqfury\ tbe fenate declares y tbat it was witb mucb 
nviUingnefs and great jujlice. tbey voted, among otber 
honours, tbe faid intended fum to Pdllas, upon ac-- 
€ount of bis fidelity and. vigilance: bowever, in 
compliance witb tbe emperor* s defire, wbicb tbey 
ibink cannot without impiety he oppofed in any in-- 
Jtance, tb^ obey it even in tbeprefentk Figure to 
yourfelf Pallas entering his proteft> as it were> 
againfl the detree of the fenate } moderating the 
honours t^hich were offered hini, and rcfofing* 
as fomething much more valuable^ the fifteen 
millions, when at the fame time he accepted the 
Praetorian ornaments, as a preieht of all inferiour 
nature. Reprefcnt to yourfelf Caefai' yielding 
to the intreades of his freed-man in the face o^ 
the fenate, or rather indeed, obeying his com* 
maods } For in the prdent inilance, to intreai was 
Vol. !!• G to 
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to commahd! Think of the fcnatc declaring in 
every claufe of this decree, that it was with great 
wiUirignefs and juftice the houfe intended, among 
other honours, to prefent Pallas with this funi ; 
and that it would fiave infifted upon his ac- 
ceptance, but in Compliance with the will or 
the emperor, which it was impious in any point 
to oppofe ! Was it owing then only to the ob- 
fequioufnefs of the fenate, and the modefty of 
Pallas, that he did not receive fifteen millions 
out of the treafury ? And was it in this inftancc, 
of all others, that they would have made an ex- 
ception to their obedience, if they had thought it 
right to have done fo in any? And now, after 
all this, you will imagine perhaps, that you arc 
come to the end. Have patience however, there 
is ftill fomething more remarkable to follow: 
And whereas it is highly expedient ^ that the getter ous 
difpofition of the emperor to approve and rewards ' 
meriti Jhould be ever) where made known and ce- 
lebratedy eJpeciaUy in Juch places where thoje who 

. have the care and adminijlration of his affairs^ may 
be excited to an imitation \ and whereas the approved 

fidelity and integrity of Pallas' may Jiimulate others to 
emulate fo laudable an e:^ample — It is therefore re* 

Jolvedy that the memorial which the emperor redde to 
the fenate' on the i%th of January lafl^ together with 
the decree cf the Jmatt thereupon^ fhall be engraven 

i» 
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in tablets ofbrafs^ and hung uf necnr the martial Jia-^ 
tue 6/"- Julius Cafar. It was not, it feems, fulHcicnc ' 
that the fenate alone (hould be witnefs to this com- 
plicated dilgrace; but the mod frequented place in 
all Rome was chofen, in order to dilplay it to the 
then prcfent and future times : it was decreed, that 
all the honours of a moft infolent flavc> both thofe 
which he refufed, and thofe which (as miich as in the 
authors of the decree lay) he had borhei fhould be 
infcribed iii brafst the Praetorian diftinftions de- 
creed to Pallas infcribed, like * ancient treaties or 
facred laws, upon public and everlafting monu- 

rncnts ofbrafs! fo great was their 1 know not 

what epithet; to give it — -that the emperor chofe td 
difplay his weaknefs, the fenate their meaniiefs, and 
Pallas his infolence, in the &ce of all the world 1 . 
The fenate was not afliamed to colour this turpitude 
with a fhew of reafop; and a noble one, in triith, 
it was, even that others might be encouraged^ by the 
regards conferred upon P alias ^ to a laudable emula^ 
iion cf bis conduit! Thus contemptible were all 
honours renderedi even thofe which the noble 
JF^allas did not difdain to accept ! And yet there 
i/i^ere found peribns of rank and birth, fo humble 
a$ to d^fire ahd (blictt thofe veiy honouts which 
they iaw thu9 offered by (laves and conferred. 
• , O a _ . . tiporf 

^ In thf Forttm; 
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upon a freed-man. Happy for me that I was 
not bom in thgfe days^ which I cannot help 
blulhing for, as if I had actually lived in them I 
and I doubt not, they raife the iame fendments in 
you. I know the honeft feeling of your temper, 
and am perfuadcd, that if I have been tranfportcd 
into a greater warmth of expreffion than is fuit- 
able, perhaps, to a private letter, you will think 
I have (hewn rather too little, than too much in- 
dignation. Fareweh 

LETTER VIL toTAcnvs. 

TT7HEN you fent me your treatife, it was 
V V' not (as you were pleafed to fay yourfelf) as 
one matter, or difciple, would communicate his 
works to another, but with the condefcenfion of a 
preceptor to his fcholar; for^in-that relation I mu& 
confidcr myfelf in refpcft to you. Accordingly ydu* - 
fummon me to my ftudies, whilft I am a playing the 
truant and prolonging the Saturnalian *^olidays.-^*« 
Tell me now, could I have made you a more ftiff . 
and aukward compliment, or given a ftrongpr 
proof, that I am fb far from deferving to be yo«f • 
mftruftor, that I am not even wortl^ to be yaur- 
pupil? However, I will venture to aflUnae die 
character you have inveft^d me with,, and exert 

the 
• VoLLp. 1 1 J. not.*'. 
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Ac autkority you have given me over your book : 
And with fo much the more freedom, as I have 
nothing of my own to fend you, upon which you 
may take your revenge. FareweL 

LETTER VIIL ToKomasus. 

HAVE you evjcr fecri tHe fource of the river 
* Clitumnus ? As I never heard you hien- 
^tion it, I imagine noti let me therefore advifeyou 
CO vifit it immediately.. It is but lately indeed 
I had that pleafurc, and I condemn myfclf for not 
having viewed it fooner* At the foot of a litde hill, 
covered with venerable and fliady cyprefs trees, a 
jpring ifTues, which gufhing out in different and un- 
equal ftreams, forms itfelfi after feveral windings, 
into a ipacious bafon, fo extremely clear, that you 
may fee the pebbles, and the little pieces of money 
which are * thrown into it, as they lie at the bot* 

G 3 * tom. 

* Now called Clitumno : it rifes a little below the village of 
Campello in Ombria. The inhabitants near this river ilill 
retain a notion* that its waters are attended with a fupcrnatu- 
ral property, imagining it makes the cattle white that drink 
of it : a quality for which it is likewife celebrated by mmy of 
the Latin poets, See Addifon's Travels. 

* The heads of confiderable rivers, hot fprings, large bodies 
cf (landing water, &c. were efteemed holy among the Romans, 
and cultivated with religious ceremonies. Magnorum flumiwum 
(fays Seneca) capita nviremur; fuhita IS ex ahdito 'vafti am" 
H/j truPUQ aroi i^aiffi folmf^r ajaarum cakntium /ontis, ^ 

ftagum 
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f om. From thence it is carried ofF not fo much 
by the declivity of the ground, as by its own 
weight and exuberance. It is navigable almpft as 
foon as it has quitted its fource, and wide enough to 
admit a free paflage for veffels to pafs each other^ 
as they fail with or againft the ftream. The cur- 
rent runs fo ftrong, tho* the ground is level, that 
the large barges which go down the river have 
no occafion to make ufc of their oarsj yrhilc thofe 
which afcend, find it difEcult to advance, even with 
the afliftance of oars and poles: and this viciflitude 
of labour and eafe, is exceedingly amufmg when 
one fails up and doWn merely for pleafure. The 
banks on each fide are ftiaded with great numbers 
of verdant afli and poplar trees, as diftindlly 
reflefted in the ftrea^l, as if they were adtually 
(Cxifting in it. The water is cold as fnow, and as 
lucid tpo. Near it ftands an ancient and venerable 
temple, wherein is placed a ftatue reprefenting 
the river- god Clltumnus in his proper vcftment: 
and indeed the prophetic oiacles here delivered, 
fuffipiently tcftify the immediate prefenceof that 

divinity. 

Jtag;^a qtuedamt ntel ^pacitas, nffl immen/a ahitudo facra^uit. 
'£p. 41. . It was cuiiomary to throw little pieces of monev into 
^hofe foantains, Jakes^ &c. which had the reputation of being 
facred> as a nark of veneration for thofe places, and to render 
the prefiding deities propitious* Suetonius mentions this prac- 
tice, in the annual vows which he fays the Roman people made 
fof the health ot Augofliis. Saet. in vit. Aug, 



Book VIII. OF PLINY. - 87 

divinity. Several little chapels are fcattered round, 
dedicated to parricular gods diftinguifhed by dif- 
ferent names, and fome of them too prefiding over 
different fountains. For, befides the principal 
fpring, which is, as it were, the parent of all 
the reft, there are feveral fmaller ftreams,. which, 
taking their rife from various fources, bfe them- * 
felves in the river; over which a bridge is thrown, 
that fcparates the facred part from that which lies 
open to Qommon ufe. Veflfels are allowed to come 
above this bridge, but no perfon is permitted to 
fwim, ' except below it. The * Hifpellates, to 
whom Auguftus gave this place, furnilh a public 
bath, and likewife entertain all ftrangers, at their 
own expence. Several villas, attraded by the 
beauty of this river, are fnuated upon its borders, 
In ihort, every furrounding objed will afford you 
entertainment. You may alfo amufe yourfelf with 
numberlcfs infcriptions, fixed upon die pillars and 
walls by different perfons, celebrating the virtue* 
of the fountain, and the divinity who prefides oyer 
it. There are many of them you will greatly adr 
nire, as there are fome that will make you laughj 
but I muft correa myfelf when I fay foi you are 
G 4 too 

« The touch of a naked body was thooght'tb police thefe 
coafecrated waters, as appears from a paffagc la Tacitus, 1. 1^ 

^T JnhaJtantJ ^f a Wvynin Ombria, WJW^allcd gpello. 
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too humane, I know, to laugh upon fuch an Cfp- 
pafioq. Farcwcl. 

LETTER IX. 3)»URStJs, 

IT is long fincc I have taken either a hook, or a 
pen in my hand| fince I have known the fweeti; 
pf Icifure and rcpofes fince J have known, in fhortji 
that indcdent, but agreeable fatisfaftion of doing 
nothing, and being noting: fo mych have the af- 
&irs of my friends engaged me, and prevented me 
from enjoying the plpafures of retirement and con- 
templation, Th<;re is no fort of philofqphical ftu- 
^ies, however, fvfficiently important to fuperfede 
^he offices of friendfliipj for, they are offices, whicl^ 
philofcphy herfelf teaches us ^{t re]igiou(ly tq 
difchargc. Farcwel, 

LETTER X. fpFABATus*, 

YOUR conc^n to |icar of my wife's mif- 
carriage, will be equal, I know, to the 
qurn^ defire you have that wc Ihould make you i^ 
great-graod-f^tlier. l^ht inexperience of her youdx 
r^^eitd her ignorant that ihe was breedings fq 

tha.$ 
f H^ wift'a grandfatbcr. 
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t(hat fhe not only negle£ted the proper precautions, 
but managed hexfelf in a way extremely unfuitable 
to a perfon in her circumftances. But fhe has 
feverely atoned for her miftakc, by the utmoft 
hazard of her life, Thp' you certainly will be 
^iAed to ice yourfelf thus difappointed in your 
advanced age, of the immediate hope^ of leaving 
$i family behind you; yet it deferves your grati* 
tude to the Cods, that in the prefervation of your 
grand-daughter, you have ftiU reafon to expe£t 
that bklTing : an expeAation &> much the more 
^fliired, as fhe has given this^ proof, tho' an un-- 
happy one indeed, of her being capable of bearing 
children. Thefc at leaft, are the reflexions by 
which i endeavour to confirm my own hopes, an4 
confole myfeif under my prefent diiajjpointment. 
ITou cannot more ardently defire to have great- 
grand-children, than I to have children; as the 
dignity of both our families feems to open to them 
a fure road to honours, and they will inherit the 
jglory of dcfcending from a long race of anceftors, 
^hofe fame is as exten£ve as their nobility is an^ 
pient. May we but have the pleafure o( feeing 
them bom, it will make us amends for the prefen^ 
jnortification I FareweU 



LET. 



90 THE LETTERS BookVIIL 



LETTER XI. ^oUis?xjlla\ 

WHEN I confider that you love your niece 
even more fondly than if Ihe were your 
own daughter, I ought in the firft place to inform 
you of her recovery, before I tell you (he has 
been ill; that the fentiments of joy at the one, 
may leave you no leifure to be afflifted at the 
other. Tho' I fear indeed, after your firft tranf- 
ports of gratulation are over, you will feel fomc 
concern; and in the midft of your joy for the dan- 
ger Ihe has efcaped, will tremble at the thought 
of that which (he has undergone. She is now, 
hwe ver, in good fpirits, and again reftored to her- 
fclf and to me J and is recovering her ftrength an4 
health, as faft as (he loft them. To fay the truth, 
(and I may now fafely tell it you) her life was in the 
utmoft danger; not indeed from any fault of her 
own, but a little from the inexperience of her youth. 
To this muft be imputed the caufc of her mifcar- 
riage, and die fad experience flie has had of the 
confequence, of not knowing (he was breeding. 
But tho* this misfortune has deprived you at pre* 
fentof a nephew, or a niece, to confolc you for 
fhe lofs of your brother; you fhould reflect that 

- it 

• His wfc's ai»nt, 
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it is a blefling which fecms rather to be deferred 
than denied, fince ber life is prcferved from whom 
^at happiiiefs is to be expe6ted. I intre^t you 
then to rcprefent this accident to your * father in 
the mod: favourable light i as your fex arc the beft 
jadvocates in cafes of thus kind, ^ Farewcl. 



JLETTER XII. ^(? MiKUTiANus* 

I Beg you to excufe me this one day; Titi- 
nius Capito' is to recite a performance of his, 
^d I know not whether it is moft my inclination, 
pr my dpty to attend him. He is a man of a moft 
amiable difpofition, and juftly to be nuitibered a- 
xnong the brighteft ornaments of the prefent age. 
He diligently cultivates the polite arts himfcl^ and 
jgeneroufly admires and encourages them in others; 
^o many of whom he is the'proteftor,the refuge^and 
the liberal patron; ^s hp is to all of them a bright 
and exemplary model. In a wprd, he is the reftorer 
and reformer of literature, now alas| well nigh 
finking into total negle£t and decay. His houfe 
jis open to every man of genius who has any works 
to rehearfe; and it is not there alone that he 
jittends thefe affemblies with the mqit obliging 

gOOdr 
' Fabattts^ grandfather to Calpl)ittrnia| Pllny^s wife. 
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good-nature. I am fure at leaft.he never once ex- 
cufed himfelf from mine, if he happened to be at 
ilome. I fhould therefore with a more than ordi- 
nary iU grace. refufe to return him the fame favour, 
efpecially upon fo honourable an occafion* Should 
not I think myfelf obliged to a man, who, if I were 
engaged in any law-fuit, generoufly attended the 
caufe in which I was interefted? And am I lefs in- 
debted, now that my whole care and bufinefs is of 
the literary kind, for his affiduity in m ycohccrns 
of this fort; which, if not the only, is however 
. the principal inftance wherein I can be obliged ? 
But thp' I owed him no return of this nature; tho* I 
were not engaged to him by the recipi-ocal tie of the 
fame good offices he has done mei yet not only 
the powers of his extenfive genius, as elegantly 
poiilhed as it is fevercly correft, but the dignity of 
his fubjcft, would ftrongly incite me to be of his 
audience. He has written an account of the deaths 
of feveral lUuftrious perfons, fome of whom were 
my particular friends. It is a pious office then, it 
ihould fcem, as I could not be prefcnt at their ob- 
fequies, to attend, at leaft, this (as I may call 
it) their funeral oration j which tho' a late, is 
however for that very rcafon, a niore unfu^e^^ 
tribute to their memories. F^rewel. 



LET- 
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LETTER' Xin. to Gehialis. 

Ii Much approve of your having read my ora- 
* tkms with your father. It is highly for your 
advantage to learn from a man of his eloquence, 
what to admire in compofitions of this kind, and 
what to condemn ; as you will at the fame time be 
trained up in an habitual cuftom of fpeaking your 
real ientiments. You fee whole fteps it is you ought 
to follow; and happy are you in having a living 
example before you, which is at once th^ ncareft 
and the noblcft model you can purfue ! In a word, 
that he whom nature defigned you fhould moft 
irfennble, is, of all others, the peffon whom you 
(hould 4noft endeavour to imitate. Fare Wei. 



LETTER XIV. T^Aristo. 

AS you are no lefs acquainted with the politl- 
^ cal law of your country, (which Includes the 
cultoms and ufages of the fenate) than with the ci- 
vil, I am particularly defirous to have your opini- 
on, whefiier I was miftaken in an afiaif which late- 
ly canie before the houlfe. This I requeft, not with a 
view of bdngdirededin my judgement as to what is^ 
{Mifiedj (for that is now too late) but in order to know 

how 
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how to conduft myftlfi if any cafe of the fame na-* 
turc (hould hereafter happen to arife. You will afk^ 
perhaps, why I apply to you for information con-* 
cerning a point, wherein I ought to be Well in- 
ftrufted? But the tyranny of* former reigns, as it- 
inti^oduced a negleft and ignorance of all other 
parts of ufeful knowledge, fo particularly of what 
relates to the cuftoms of the fenate; for who is 
there (o idly induftrious as to endeavour to learn, 
what he never can* have an opportunity of prac- 
afing? Bcfidcs, it is not very eafy to retain 
even the knowledge one has acquired, where na 
occafion <»f exercifing it occurs* Hence it was, 
that Liberty, at her ^ return, found us totally igno- 
rant and inexperienced in what relates to her 
intereft; and thus, in our eagernefs to tafte hct 
Sweets, we are fometimes hurried on to adiony 
ere we are well informed in what manner it is 
proper we fhould a6t. But it was wifely provided 
by the inftitution of our anceftors, that the young 
men fhould learn from the old, not only by 
precept, but by their own obfcrvation, how. to 
behave in that fphere, wherein they were one* 
day ^themfelves to movej as thefe, in their turn, 
tranfmitted the fame mode of inftruftion to 
their children. Upon this principle it was, that 

/tlia. 

• Thofe of Nero and Domitian. . ^ 

* When Nerva and Trajan received the empire. 
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the youth were fcnt early into the army, that by 
being taught to obey, they might learn to com- 
mand, and whilft they followed others, might be 
trained by degrees to become leaders themfelves. 
And thus, when they were candidates for any of- 
fice, they were obliged to (land at the entrance of 
the fcnate, that they might be fpeftators, before 
they were admitted parties, in the public council 
of the empire* The father of each youth was his 
inftruftor upon thefe occafions ; or if he were 
dead, fome perfon of years and dignity fupplied the 
place of a fathen Accordingly they were taught by 
that fureft method of difcipline. Example, how far 
the right of propofing any law to the fcnate extend- 
ed; what privileges a fenator had in delivering his 
opinion in the houfej the power of the magiftratcs 
in that aflembly, and^the rights of the reft of the 
members ; where it is proper to yield, and where * 
to iniift; when and how long to fpeak, and when 
to be filent; how to diftinguifli and feperate com- 
plicated and inconfiftent propofitions % and how to 
improve upon another member's motion: in a word, 
they learnt by this means, whatever relates to the 

condud 

* If anf dj^inioa ptopofed to the Senate, was thooghc too 
general, and to include feveral diflind articles, fome of which 
might be approved, and others rejedled, it was ufual to require 
that it might be divided : and this they fometimes did by a 
general voice of the aflembly, crying out, divide, dimdt^ 
Middiet. Treats on tht Roman Senate, 137. 
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conduft of a fcnator in the houfe* As for myfelG 
it is true, I fcrved in the army when I was a youth ; 
but it was at a time whca courage was liilpcfted, 
and want of spirit honoured} when generals were 
without authority, and foldiers without modefty j 
when there were neither difcipline nor obedience ia 
the camp, but all ^as riot, diforder, and confulions 
in (hort, when it was happier to forget, than to 
remember what one learnt. I attended likewiife 
in my youth the fenate, but a fcnate that wa$ mute 
and difpirited ; where it was dangerous to fpeak 
one's fentiments, and infamous to be filent. What 
fatisfaftion m learning, or indeed what could be 
learnt, when the fenate fate in the utmoft indolence, 
or aflbed with the higheft infamy! when they 
were convened either for cruel or ridiculous pur- 
pofes^i and when their deliberations were never 

. ferious 

• The fourth fatitc of Juvenal wBl ferve as a comment up- , 
Ci| this paiTage, where he acquaints us that a turbot of^aiinoft 
vDomious fize.bein^.prefented to Pomitiao>,, he. immediately 
convened the fetiate, in prder to confult iii what manner it 
ihould be drefTed. TKe poet mentions the names of the per* 
fons who fpoke in this remarkable debate* together with: their 
feveral opinions upon a queftion fo important* cpncluding hit 
iatire with this pathetic wiih : 

j^tjia utinam hh potius nugis iota ilia defij/et 
Temfora/a^iti^t, tiaras quihus tUfftuUt urbi 
lllttftrefque animas impune i Sat« 4* 

Ah ! as this day, that he had fpent the reft* 
And his dire reign had only been a jeil ! 
!Nor Rome her nobleft blood had tamely ferri 

Flow unreveng'd 1 

X 
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lerious, tho' often fad. But I Was not only a wit- 
nefs to this fccne of wretchcdnefs, as a fpeftator j 
I bore my (hare of it too as a fenator, and both 
faw and fuffered under it for many years ; which 
fo broke and daniped my (pirits, that they have 
not even yet been able fully to recover them- 
felves. It is but within a^ort time (for all time 
feems fhort in proportion to its happineft) fince 
w^C could take any pleafure in knowing what 
relates to, or in exercifing the duties of, our fta- 
tion. Upon thefe confiderations therefore, I may 
r^albnably entreat you, in the firft place to par- 
don my ciTour, (if I have committed one) and 
in the next, to lead me out of it by your fupe- 
ricwr knowledge: for, I am fenfibleyou have ever 
been diligent to inquire into the conftitution of 
our Country, both with relpcft to its public and 
private, its ancient and modern, its general and 
particular laws. I am perfuaded indeed the point 
upon which I am ^oing to confult you, is fo 
Angular, that even thofe whofe great experience in 
public bufinefs, muft have made them, one ftiould 
fuppofe, acquainted with every thing of this nature, 
were either doubtful or abfolutely ignorant in what 
manner to proceed. I fhall be the more excuiable, 
therefore, if I happen to have been miftaken; as jou 
will gain fb much the higher praife, if you can 
Vol. Ih H fec 
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fct me right in an affair, which it is not cicar has 
ever yet fallen within your obfervation. The en- 
quiry then before the houfe was, concerning the 
death of. Afranius Dexter, who being found mur- 
^ dered, it was uncertain whether he fell by his owa 
hands, or by thofe of his frcedmeni aiid if the 
latter, wh(?ther they connnitted the fait in ^ obe- 
dience to the commands of Afranius, or were 
prompted to it by their own villainy. After they 
had been put to the torture, a certain fenator 
(it is of no importance to mention his name, 
but if you are defirous to know, it was myfelf) 
was for acquitting them 5 another propofed that 
they fhould be banifhed s and a third that they 
ihould fuffer death. Thefe feveral opinions were* 
fo extremely different, that it was impoffiblc 
either of them could Hand with the other 5 and 
therefore in taking the votes, I thought they 
ought to be numbered feparately. For, what is 
there in common between the opinion of thofe who 
deemed the accufcd deferved baniftiment, and 
thofe who were of opinion they merited death? 
certainly nothing more, than between thofe who 
- voted 

^ Thofe who deftroyed'thenifelves, freqaently made ufe of 
tfee hands of their flavcs for that purpofe. Thus Brutu* 
and Caflius, after the lofs of that fatal battle which decided 
Ae liberties of Rome, ran each of them upOQ the fworda of 
their flaves, Florus, 1. 4. c. j* . 
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Voted for banifhmcntj and the others who^ere for 
acquitting the prifoners. Tho* indeed he who was 
for difcharging them, a:pproached nearer to the 
fendments of him who propofed exile, than the 
other who mo^ed that they Iheuld fufFer death t 
for both the former agreed at leaft in this, that 
their lives fhould be fpared, whereas the latter 
were for a capital convi6tion. In the mean while, 
thofe fenators who were for punilhing with death, 
and thofe who propofed banilhment> fate together 
on the fame fide of the houfe : and thus by a pre- 
fent appearance of Union^ covered their real dif* 
agreement. I moved therefore, that each of the 
three opinions Ihould be feparatdy voted, and 
that two 6f them ihould not, under favour of a fliort 
truce between themfelves, join againft the third. 
I infifted that fuch of the members who were for 
capital punifhment fhould divide from the others 
who voted for baniflimentr and that thefc two 
diftindt parties fhould not be permitted to form 
themfelves into a body> in oppofition to thofe 
who' declared for acquittal, when they would imme- 
diately after difunite again: for it was not material 
that they agreed in diniking one of the propofals, 
fince they differed with refpe6t to the other two. It 
"fcemed very extraordinary, that he who moved th^t 
ihe fi-eedmen fhould be banifhed,andthcflavesfuffer 

H2 death, 
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dcadi, Ihould not be allowed to join thefe two mo- 
tions in one, but that the qucftion Ihould "be ordered 
to be put to the houfe'in the disjundive; and yet 
that the votes of thofe wljo were for inflicting capi- 
tal punilhment upon the freedmen, (hould be takea 
in conjunftion with thofe who were for banifhing 
them. For, if in the former inftance, it was rea- 
fonable that the motion fhould be divided, becaufe 
it comprehended two diftindt propofitions; I could 
not fee why in the latter cafe, fufFrages fo extremely 
different fhould be thrown into the fame fcale. 
Permit me then, notwithftanding the point is al- 
ready determined, to go over it again as if it were 
ftill undecided, and to lay before you thofe rea- 
fons at my eafe, which I offered to the houfe-in 
the midft of much interruption and clamour. Let 
U6 fuppofe there had been only three judges ap- 
pointed to hear this caufe, one of which was 
of opinion that the parties in queftion deferved 
deaths the other that they '^Ihould only be ba- 
nifhcdi and the third that they ought to be ac- 
quitted : fhould the two former unite their weight 
to (jivcrpower the latter, or fhould each be fepa-, 
rately balanced? For, the firfl: and fecond are no 
more compatible with each other than the fecond 
and third. They ought therefore to be counted 
in the fcnatc as contrary opinions, fince they were 
a V , delivered 
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delivered as different ones. Suppofe the fanne 
perfon had moved, that they ihould both have 
been banilhed and put to death ; could they pof- 
fibly, in purfuance of this ppiniori, have fufFered 
both punilhments ? Or could it have been efteem- 
cd as one confiftent motion, when it united two 
fuch different dccifions? Why then Ihould the 
fame opinion, when delivered by diftin6t perfons, 
be confidcred as one and entire, which would 
not be deemed fo ifpropofed by a fingle man? 
Poes not the Jaw manifcftly imply, that a dif- 
dndion is to be made between thofe who arc 
for a capital convi6tion, and thofe who are for 
bani(hmei)t in the very form of words made ufe 
of when the houfe is ordered to divide ? Tou 
^bo are offucb an opinion^ come to this fide \ you 
Kvho are of any other go over to the fide of htm 
who/e opinion you follow. Let us examine this 
form, and weigh ^very fentence : Tou who are of 
this opinion : that is, for inftance, you who are for 
Jbanifliment, come on this fide ; namely, on the 
fide of him who moved for b^nifhment. From 
whence it is clear he cannot remain on the fide of 
thofe who are for death. Tou who are for any 
$ther : obferve, the law ^is not contented with 
barely^ faying another^ but it adds any. Now 
c»i there be a doubt, whether they who declare 

H 3. for 
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for a capital conviftioh arc of any other opinionii 
than thofe who propofe exflc ! Go over Jo thtfidf^ 
pf him wbqfe opinion you follow : does not the 
law feeni> as it were, to force thofe who are of 
different fcntiments to contrary fides ? Does not 
the Conful himfelf point out, not only by this fo- 
lemn form of words, but by his hand and gdhire, 
the place in which every man is tp remain, or to 
which he is to go over ? *^ But, it is objefted, if 
^' this reparation be made between thofe who vote 
^* for inflifting death, and thofe who are on the 
^' fide of exile, the opinion for acquitting the 
^^ prifoners muft neceflarily prevail/' But how 
docs that afFcft the parties who vote ? Certainly 
' it becomes not them to contend by every art^ 
^nd urge every expedient, that the milder fentencc 
may not take place. «' Still, fay they, thofe who 
** are for condemning the accufed, either capitally 
^* or to banifhment, Ihould firft be fet in oppofi- 
f^ tion to thofe who are for abfolving them, and 
f* afterwards weighed againft each other." Thus 
as in certain public games, fome are by lot to en- 
gage with the conqueror i foj, it fecms, in the fe- 
nate, ther^ b a firft and fecond combat, and of two 
different fentiments, the prevailing one has ftill a 
third to contend with. -What ? when any particu- 
lar opinion i^ received^ do hot all the reft fal^ 9f 

courfeJ 
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caurfc ? Is it jceafonable then, that one ftiould ht 
thrown into the fcale merely to weigh down another ? 
To exprefs my meaning more plainly : unlefe the 
two parties, who are refpedtively for capital pu- 
nifhment and exile, immediately feparate upon the 
firft divifion of the houfe, it would be to no purpofe 
afterwards to diffcift from thofe with whom they 
had joined before. — But I am dilating inftead of 
receiving inftruftion. — Tell me then whether you 
think thefe votes ihould have been taken, fepa- 
rately? My fentiments, 'tis true, prevailed; ne-. 
yerthelefs I am defirous to know whether you 
think I ought to have infifted upon this point, or 
have yielded, as that member didjwho declared for 
capital puniihmcnt? For, convinced, I will not 
fay of the legality, but at leaft of the equity of my 
propofal, he receded from his own opinion, and 
wept over to the party for exile; fearing, perhaps^ 
if the votes were taken feparately (which he faw 
would be the cafe) the freedmcn would be acquit-? 
ted: For, the numbers were far greater on that; 
fi^e than on either of the other two, fcparately 
counted. The confequence was, that thofe who 
had been influenced by his authority, when fhey faw 
themfelves forfaken by his going over to the Qther 
party, gave up a motion which they fpund ab^tn- 
doned by the firft propofer, and deferted, if I may fo 
f xprcls it^ with th^ir leader. Thus f he three opinions 

U 4 tpripinatert 
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termtnated at length in two: and o( thoiCj one 
prevailedj and the other vwas rejected; while the 
third, as it was not powerful enough to conquer 
both the others, had only to choofe to which of 
the two it woujd yield. Farewel. 

LETTER XV. r<7 Junior. 

I FEAR I have ovc^^loaded you by fend- 
ing lb many volunrtcs at race; but if I have, 
renriembcr it was your own requcft. Befides, as 
you wrote me word you were likely to reap bu^ 
little from the fruits of your vineyards, I imagined 
you would be at Icifurc to r<tfp (as we fay) the 
fruits of learning. I have received the fame bad 
accounts of iriy own farmsj and am therefore at lei- 
fure to compofe trafts for you, provided I can but 
raife money fufEcient to furniih me with good 
parchment. For Ihould I be reduced to ufe the 
coarfe and ^ngy fort, I muft either not write at 
all, or whatever I compofe, whether good or bad, 
muft necei&rily undergo on^ general blot ! Fare-* 



l.ET^ 
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LETTER XVi; T^ Pater nus, 

THE fickncfi which has lately run thro* my 
fiimily, and carried off fevcral of my do- 
meftics^ Ibme of them too in the prime of their 
years, has deeply afflifted me. I have two confo- 
lations, however, which tho' they are not adequate 
to fp confiderablc a lofs, ftill they are confolations. 
One is, that as I have always very readily manu'- 
mized my flaves, their death does not feem alto- 
gether; immature, if they lived long enough to re- 
ceive their freedom: the other, that I have allowed 
them to make a kind of will, * which I obferve as 
religioufly as if they were legally entitled to thatf 
privilege, I receive and obey their laft requefts, 
as fo many abfolute commands, fufFering them to 
ditpofe of their efFefts to whom they plcafe; with 
this fingle reftriftion, that they leave them to fome 
of the family: which to perfons in their ftation 
is to be confidered as a fort of commonwealth. 
But tho' I endeavour to acquiefce under thefe re- 
flections, yet the fame tendcrnels which led me to 
ihcw them thefe indulgences, ftill breaks out and 
ftoders me too fenQbly afFe6ted by their deaths. 

, However, 

* A Have coiild acquire no property^ and confequently was 
incapable by law of making 4 will. 
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However, I would not wifti to be incapable of 
thcfc tender imprcffions of humanity j tho* the 
generality of the world, 1 know, look upon loflcs 
of this kind in no other view, than as a dimunition 
of their property, and fancy by cherifhing fucfe 
an unfeeling temper, they difcover fupcripur for- 
titude and philofophy. Their fortitude and phj:- 
lofophy, I will not difpute, butliumane, I am fure 
they arc notj for it is the vpry criterion of true 
manhood to feel thofe imprcflSgns of forrow, which 
if eijdeavours to refift; and to ^dmit, not to be 
above t^ie want of, confolation. But perhaps I have 
detained you too long upop thiis fwbje6t,--tho' not 
fo long as I would. There is a certain pleafure in 
giving vent to one's grief; efpecially when W?* 
pour out our forrow in the bofom of a friend, wh(> 
will appovc, or^ af leaft, pardon pur fcar$. * Fare-f 

velf 

LEJ, 

' There is fomething fo uncommonly amiable in this, 
family Pitce, that' the reader cannot be difpleafed with being 
ftopped a moment to take a fecond view of it. If nothing t^t 
mained of Pliny ^ but this fingle Trait of his chara6ler, we nnght 
neverthelefft afiuredly pi'onounce of him, that })e was ennobled 
ly every focial virtue : for as it is certain ^he greateft minds 
}kave ever been moil open to impreffions of the humane kind; fo 
every moral virtue neceflarily flows from benevolence as frofl| 
Its true and genuine fource. It is impoiTible that a man who has 
a juft feeling of the calamities of others* can deliberately break 
thro' the inoral ties of any kind ; becaufe it is certain he can-t 
not do fo» without being the occafion of fufFering to thofe 
who fiand within the influence of the pafticul^r adlio^. Thi^ 
9 . f?ia. 
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LETTER XVII. JJ^MacrinW 

IS the (eafon mth you as rude and boifterow 
as it is with us ? All here is tempeft and inun- 
dation. The Tiber has fwellcd its channel, jind 
overflowed its banks far and wide. Tho' the wife 
precaution of the emperor had guarded againft 
this evil, by cutting feveral outlets to the river j it 
has neverthelefi flooded all the fields and vallies, 
arid entirely overlpread tl^e whole face of the flat 
country. It feems to have gone out to meet thofe 
rivers which it ufcd to receive aiW carry off in one 

iinited 

principle alfQ will. ever aQbrd the moft unerring teft of pa- 
triodfm^ or the public affe^ions ; for the crnel and unrelehu 
ing in Private and doznefiic life, can never a6l opon.the troe 
notion of liberty, in the more enlarged relations of public 
€oncern$. With great juHice therefore, our author makes 
this generous principle the evidence of real manhood ; at 
Juvenal defcribes a tendernefs of difpofition to be the prin- 
cipal note of diftindtton, which nature ha^ marked out betweqi 
the rational and brute creation : 



"MoIIiffjma corda 



Humano generi dtire fe natura fatetutf 

i^ua lacbrymas dedit. Hac uofiri pars optima fenfia, 

' . ' ^ is enim bonus f^ 

Vila aliena Jtbi credat mala ? feparat hoc ■ 

Nos a grege muforum* i Satyr. 15, i}|^ 

Heaven gave the tear humane, a fign confeft. 
Soft pity dwells within the mortal breaft^ 
That nobleft pa^ion nobleil bofoms know !-— — 
Turn'd ever virtue from another's woe ? 
^Tis man's great privilege, thp glorious line 
I'bat fnarks froip brute, the human fouj divint, 
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united stream; and has driven them back to de- 
luge diofe oountries, it could not itfclf reach. 
That moft delightful of rivers, the ^ Anio, which 
, feems invited and detained in its courfe by the 
charming villas that are fituafed upon its 'banks, 
has almoft entirely rooted up and carried away 
jhe woods which OuKkd its borders. It has over- 
thrown whole mountains, and in endeavouring to 
find a paffagc thro^ the ruins that ofcrflrufted its 
way, has forced down houfes, and rifenpver the de- 
fplation it has occafioned. The inhabitants of the 
hill countries, who are fitua^ed above the reach of 
this inundation, ».ave been the naelancholy fpedla* 
tors of its dreadful cSi^&s ; having feen coftly fur- 
niture, inftruments of buftandry, ploughs, and 
oxen with their drivers, whole herds of cattle, 
together whhthe trunks of trees, an4,beamfe of 
ihe neighbouring vjllas,* floating abput in different 

parts, 

^ Now called the Tewercne^ which falU into the Tiber aboti^ 
three miles from f.omt. The eloquent Balzac, fpeaking of a 
little river, has a thought which is celebrated by Bohours: * 
Cette belle eaii ^fays he) aime tellement ee pats, qu*elle ft di<vife 
en^ milk branches^ H fait une infinite deifies ^ de tours, a fin de 
i*y amufer da'vantage. But he is indebted to Pliny for all the 
xnov-it of it, as it is plainly a copy from this ))afl'nge : an obr 
ibrvation by no means intended as a refledlion upon the 
French writer, who has too many oriiiinal beauties of his own 
to fulFer from a difcovery of thofc which are not : it is de/ign* 
ed only to ihew, that the mofl celebrated author in the epilio- 
lary way among the oioderns^ found advantage in converfing 
^ith Pliny. 

• Du^»fur la man. dc hUti penf. p, 137 . 
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parts. Nor indeed have thefe more elevated plac^ 
themfelves, to which the waters could not rife, 
efcaped the calamity, A continued heavy rain, a& 
deftruftive as the river itfdf, poured down in tor- 
rents upon dtem, and has deftroycd aU.the eacio« 
fures which, marked . that fertile country. It has 
damaged likewife, and even overturned fomc of 
the public buildings, where numbers havCv beca 
miferably buried in the ruins. And thus thofc 
people, befides the lofs of their efFecbs, have fuf- 
fered the additional misfortune of lamenting their 
friends, I am extremely uneafy, left this extenfive 
ruin Ihoxild have fpread to you: I beg therefore, 
if it have not, you will immediately eafe me of 
my fears. And indeed, I defire you would inform 
me tho' it actually fliould j for the difference is not 
^reat between fearing a danger, and feeling it 5 
except that the evil one feels has fome bounds, 
whereas one's apprehenfionshave none. For, -we 
can fuffer no more th^n what aftually has hap- 
pened, but we fear all that pofllbly may have hap- 
pened. Farcwel. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIIL r^ Ruf^uS; 

IT IS a miftaken maxim too generally advancedi 
that a man's will is a kind of mirrour wherein 
one may clearly difcern his genuine character. We 
hare a late inftance to the contrary in Domitius 
Tulhis, who appears a much better man fince his 
deaths than during his life» After having artfiiUy 
encouraged the expectations of thofe who paid 
court to him> with a view to be his heir, he Jias 
left his eftate ta his neice whom he adopted. He 
has given likewife feveral very confiderable le- 
gacies among his grand-children, and alia to his 
great-grand- fonk In a word> he has fhewn Mm- 
iBf a kind relation throughout his whole will$ 
which is fo much the more to be admired^ as 
it was not expedled. This affair has been muck 
the fubjefl: of converlation s Ibme rcprefcnting him 
as guilty of the bafcft falfhood and ingratitude j and 
while they thus complain as if they were aftually 
Ills difiqherited kindred, their invedives betray the 
meam motives of the attentions they paid him : 
others, on the contrary, applauding him extremely 
for having difappointed the hopes of this infamous * 
tribe of men, whom, the manners of the age con- 
jSderedi it is but prudence to deceive. They add, 

that 
• Sec Yp1« !• P*H9* nptc *• 
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that he was not at liberty to make any.oth^r will, 
and that he cannot fo properly be faid to btve 
bequeathed^ as returned^ his eftate to his adopted 
daughter, fince it was by her means he be- 
came pofieffed of it* For, Curtilius Mancia, 
whofe dai^hter Domitius Lucanus, brother to this 
Tullus, married, having t^ken a diflike to his 
fon-in-law, devifed his eftateto this young lady, 
(who was the iffue of that marriage) upon con- 
dition that Lucanus her father would * emanci- 
pate her. He accordingly did fb, but fhe being 
afterwards adopted by Tullus her uncle, the de- 
fign o^ Mancia's will was entirely .fruftrated« 
For, thefe two brothers having never divided thdr 
patrimony, but living together as joint-tenants of 
one common eftate, the daughter of Lucanus, 
notwithftanding the a6t of emancipation, return- 
ed back again, together with her fortune, under 

the 

^ That u, weald make her freei for, (as has been obferved 
in the notes above) the power of a father over his children, 
was unlimited amongft the Romans. It e;ct ended not only 
to their fortunes, bat their lives, and was even greater than 
what the laws allowed over their flaves ; for if a mailer fold 
his flave, who afterwards obtained his freedom, the former 
owner had no farther claim ; whereas, in the cafe of a fon» 
the father's right was not abfolutely extinguifhed by the 
fale, but if the fon obtained his freedom, he again cam^ 
under his dominion. This authority could not be wholly , 
difannulled, till the fon had been thrice fold, and as often re- , 
covered his liberty ; it then entirely ceafed. The law veiled 
the fame power \ikewife as fully in the adoptive father, as in 
the natural. Juftinian obferves, this authority was peculiar 
to the Romans, and allowed b/ no other nation whatfcever. 
isifl^ 1. I. 
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the dbmihion of her father^ in confequence of this 
fratbdulent adoption. It feems iiiieed^ to hare 
been the fate of thcfc two brothers, to be enriched 
by thofe who had the greatefl averfioci-to theifi# 
For, Domitius Afer, by whom they were adopted^ 
left a will in their favour, which he had made 
eighteen years before his death ; tho' it was plain 
he had altered his fcnriments with relpeft to the 
&mily, becaufe he was inftrumental in procuring 
the confifcation of their fether*s cftatc. There is 
fomething extremely Angular in the refentment 
of Afer, and the good fortune of the other two ; 
as: it was very extraordinary, on the one^hand^ 
that Domitius ihould endeavour to profcribe the 
man whofe children he had adopted, and on the 
other, that thefe brothers fhould find a parent in 
the very pcrfon that ruined their father. But 
'Tullus afted juflly, after having been appointed 
ible. heir by his brother, in prejudice to his own 
daughter, to reftore to her this eftate which came 
to him from Afer, as well as* to devife to her 
all the fortune which he pofleflcd in common with 
his brother. His v/ill therefore deferves the higheft 
commendation, as it is the diftates of nature, juftice, ' 
and honour ; having thereby returned his obliga- 
tions to his fcveral relations, according to their rcr 
fpedive good oiEces towards him. He has made an 
CQuitabk acknowledgment likewife to his wife, hav- 
ing 
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iog by his will given to that excellent wotnanj who 
patiently endured much upon his account, fevcral 
delightful villas^ belides a large fum of money. 
Indeed, ihe dcfcrved fo much the more a(j his 
hands, as flic was greatly ccnfured for her mar-» 
riage with him. It was thought unworthy a per^ 
fon of her rank and merit, after having had a for^ 
mer huflsand by whom flie had ilTue, to ma^rry, ii\ 
the decline of her life, an old man, merely for hi^ 
wealth, £^nd who was fb fickly and infirm, that even 
had he pafied the beft year$ of his youth and health 
with her, flie might well have been difgufted with 
him. He had fo entirely loft the ufe of all his 
limbs, that he could not move himfelf in bed with-' 
out affiftancei and the 0nly enjoyment he ba4 
of his riches, was to contemplate diem^ He 
was even reduce^ to the wretched rygeflity. («kJ 
one cannot mention it without loathing as well 
as pity) of having his. teeth wafhed and oleaofecli 
by others: in allulion to which he ii£bd frequent* 
ly to fay, when he waa complaining of die iiik 
decencies, which his infirmities obliged hun. to 
iiifFer, that he was every day compelled to lick his 
fcrvant's fingers, Still, however, he lived Qn» 
and was willing to accept of life upon tbeie mi- 
ferable terms. That he lived fo long, was^particu* 
Jarly owing indeed to the care of his wife, whc|ji 
whatever reputation ihe might lofp at firft b^ 
YQI.U. I fe^ir 
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her mamage, acquired great honour by her con*- 
duft tawa!rds him during its continuance. 

Thus I have given you all the news of die town, 
lirhere nodiihg is talked 6f but Tullus. It is ex« 
pefltcd his curiofirics will fliordy be fold by auc- 
tion* He had fuch an abundattt collcftion.of «n- 
tient ftatues, that he aftually filled an extehfive 
garden with them, the very fame day he purchaf- 
cd it} not to mention numberlefs other antiques 
which ftood negledjed m a lumber-room. 

Now, if you have any thing worth communis 
fcating . in return, I hope you will not refiife die 
troubte of giving me the intelligences not only is 
wc are all of us naturally fond, you know, of news, 
but becaufe interefttng Anecdotes afford examples 
which maybe ofufe in refpeft to our owncondu6t. 
t^arewel. 

LETTER XIX. ff^ Maximus. 

MY^ ftudies prove both to entertainment and 
confolation to me; and as there is no 
<pleafure I prefer to them, fo there is no uneafinefs 
they do not alleviate. In this foafon therefore 
^f dejedlion, occafioned by the indifpofition of my 
wife, the dan^rous ficknds of fome of my fervants, 
-and ^ ditafli of others, I have rccourfc to my 
•booksij as to the fovefeign confolers of my forrows. 
It is true> indeed, they icach-me a greater fenfibi- 
Itty to misfortunes, but they teach mctoo how to 
9 bear 
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hear diem with more patience* It is anfeftabUfliej 
rule nith me, before I publifli any of my pro^ 
dudkionsj to coafult the judgement of my friends, , 
and efpcciaHy yours. I requeft you, therefore, to 
examine with particular care, the performance I 
here fend you, as I am afraid, the difquietude of 
my mind may have prevented me from givirig it 
the attention I ought. For, though I could com- 
mand my grief fo far as to fit down to write, I was 
not fufficiently mafter of my heart to do ib with 
cafe and chearfulnefs : but if ftudy naturally tends 
to compofe the mind ; the mind muft be previ- 
oufly in a cpmpofed ftace to give a proper effeft 
to our ftudies, Farewel. 

LETTER XX- TV Gallus, 

THOSE works of art or nature which are 
ufually the motives of our travels, are often 
overlooked and neglefted if they happen to lie 
within our reach ', whether it be that we are na^ 
turally lefs inquifitive concerning thofe things 
which are near us, while our curiofity is excited 
by remote objedVs j or becaufe the eafinefs of gra- 
nting a defire, is always fure to damp it; or, 
perhaps, that we defer from time to time viewingji 
what we know we have an opportunity of feeing 
whenever we pleafe. Be the reafon what it may, 
it is. certain tber^ are fevered raridci in and near 

I 2 Rome, 
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Romei whifch we not only have never fecn, but 
have never fo much as heard of j and yet if they 
had been the produAion of Greece, or Egypt, or 
'Afia, or any other country which we admire as 
fruitful in wonders, they would long (ince have 
been the fubjefts both of our reading, conve^ation, 
and infpeftion. For myfclf at leaft, I confcf^ I 
have lately been entertained with a fight of one 
of thefe our indigenous fingularities, to which I 
was «i entire ftrangcr before. My wife's grands 
father defired I would look upon his eftate near 
* Am'eria. As I was walking over his grounds, I 
was (hewn a lake that lies below them, called ** Va- 
dimon, which I was informed had feveral very 
extraordinary qualities attending it. This railed 
my curiofity to take a nearer view. Its form is 
cxaftly circular ; there is not the leaft obliquity qr 
winding, but all is regular and even, as if it had 
been hollowed and cut out by the hand of arc. The 
water is of a clear fky-blue, tho' with fomewhat 
of a greenifh caftj it feems by its tafte and fmell 
impregnated with fulphur, and is deemed of great 
efficacy in all fraftures of the limbs, which it is 
fuppofed to confolidate. Nbtwithftanding it is but 
of a moderate extent, yet the winds h^ve a great 
cfFcft upon it^ frequently throwing it into violent 

commotions^ 

* New calkd Amell9> an epifcopal city in Ombiia* 
^ Now called Lago di BaJ/amlh^ 



»ookVilL OF PLINY. 117* 

tommotions. No veflcls are fuffered to fai Iheirc, 
fts its waters are held "" facred; but feveral floating * 
iflands fwim about in it^ covered widi reeds and 
ruijies, together v^ith other plants which the neigh* 
bouring marlh and the bofders of the lake produce. 
Thefe iflands diflTer in their fize and Ihapc; but the 
tdgts of all of thenn are worn away by their frc-^ 
quent colliflon againft the fliore and each other* 
They have all of them the fame height and mo- 
rion j and their xefpeftive roots j which are formed 
like the keel of a boat> may be feen hanging 
down in die water, on which-ever fide you fl:anA 
Sometinies they move in a clufter, and feem to 
form one entire little continent; fometimes they 
are difperfed into diflTerent quarters by the winds; 
at other times when it is calm, they float up and 
down feparately. Y6U may frequently fee one of" 
the larger iflands failmg along with a leflfer joined 
to it, like a fliip with its long-boat; or perhaps, 
feeming to ftrive which ftiall out-fwim the other : 
then again they all alTemble in one ftation, and after- 

I 3 » wards 

« Sec above, note ^ Let. 8. of this book, 

* The credit of this account does not reft entirely upon our 
author: PHny the elder mentions thefe floating iflands^ 
[1. 2. 95.J and fo does Seneca, who accounxs for them upoa 
philofophicalr principles. [Q^ N. 1. 3. 25.] Varenius fays> 
uat in Honduras, a province in America, there is a lake in . 
which are feveral little hills planted with fhrubs, &c. tofled 
up and down by the winds* And he quotes Boethius the 
Scots hidorian, who affirms, that in a large Loch, called 
Lcmond huh, in Scotland, there is a floating iiland, upon whicb 
cattle grate, See Varen, Ceogr. vol. 1. p. 41a. 
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ward$ joining themfelvea to die fhore^ ibmecinic^ 

on One fide and fometimes on the other^ caufe the 

lake to appear confiderably lefs» 'till at laft uniting . 

in the centre they reftore it to its ufual fize. The 

iheep which graze upon the borders of this kke^ 

frequently go upon thefe iflands to feed> without 

perceiving that they have left the Ihore, 'till they 

are alarmed by finding themfelves furrounded with 

water; and in the fame manner when the wind 

drives them back BgjAn, they return without beii^ 

ienlible that they are landed. This lake empties 

itfelf into a river> which after running a litde way 

fmks under ground -, and if any thing is thrown 

in brings it up again where the ftream emerges.—* 

I have ^ven you this account^ becaufe I im^^ed 

it would not be lefs new, nor lefs agreeable to you 

than it was to me; as I know you take the fame 

pleafure as myfelf, in contemplating the works of 

nature* Farewel 



LET. 
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LETTER XXI. ToAtvuAws,- 

NOTHING, \ti my opinion, gives a mofc 
amiable and becoming grace to our ftudies 
lis ivcH as manners, dian to temper the fcrious widi 
^ gay> left the former Ihould degenerate into au- 
ftcrenefs, and the latter run up into levity. Upon 
this maxim it is, that I diverfify my graver 
works with compofitions of a lighter nature. I 
had chofen a convenient place and feafon for (bmc 
produftions of that fort to make their appearance 
in; and defigning to accuftom them early to the 
tables of the idle, I fixed upon the month of July % 

I 4 which 

* The months of Jaly aiid Auguil was a time of vacation 
to the kon^att lawyers, the courts of juflice being then ihut up> 
that the farmers might not be interrupted in their harveK# bf 
being obliged to attend their law-fuits at Rome. 



meffefyiu nver/a 



Dimifirt Forum ; nee jam tibi turba rtorum 
yeftiBulOi querulique rogant exire clienUs ; 
C^iU ce»iem f$odirtarix jwUm bafia. 

Statius SyL L 4. 50^ 

Returning harvell bids contention ceafe> 
And through the wrangling Forum all is peace i 
No teazing clients now beiiege thy way> 
Nor judges fage the folemn iftzx dil^y* ' 

Neverthelefs the courts, as appears from this lettea^^ere 
ibmetiflies opened during this ieaibn of vacation, itpon faies# 
pei:haps> of particular emergoncy. 
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which is ufually a time of vacation to the courts of 
juftice, in order to read them to fome of my 
friends at fupper: and accordingly I placed a 
dcfk before each couch*. But as I happened 
that morning to be unexpedtedly called away to 
attend a caufe, I took occafion to prefece my re- 
cital widt an apology. I intreated my audience 
not to impute it to me as any want of due regard 
for the bufinefs to which I had invited them^ that 
on the very day I had appointed to read my per- 
formances to fbme of my friends^ (tho' indeed but 
few) 1 did not refule my good offices to others in 
their law-affairs. I aflured them, I would oWcrve 
the fame rule in my writings^ and fliould always 
give the preference to matters of importance, be- 
fore thofe of entertainment $ to feriou^ engage* 
ments, before amufing ones j and to the bufinefs 
of my friends, before tny own. The poems I re- 
cited confifted of a variety of fubjeds in different 
meafurcs. It is by fuch arts as thefe, we who dare 
not rely upon the finglc force of our genius, endea- 
vour to avoid fatiating our readers. In compliance 
with the earnefl folicitation of my audience, I re- 
cited during two days fucccfTively } but not in the 
manner that feveral pradbife, by making a merit 
of pairing over the lefs Ihining paflfagesi on the 

contrary, 

«^ The ancient Romans lay extended upon coaches during 
ibel/ Tappers, which were always in the evenings that tiiqe * 
being the general hQur of their priacipd meal. 
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contrary, I omitted nothing, and freely xonfeiied 
it. I redde the whole, that I might correft the 
tfHoIei which it is impofliblc thofe who only feledl 
particular paffages, ftiould do. The latter method 
indecd>'may have more the appearance of modefly, 
and perhaps refpcft; but the former fliews a greater 
ingcnuoufnefs, as well as a more afFedlionatc diipofi- 
tion towards jhe audience. For, the belief that a 
itiafi's friends have fo much regard to him, as nbt to 
be weary upon thefe occafions, is a fure indica- 
tion of the love he bears them. To fay the truth, 
one has little obligation to an audience^ if they 
aflfemble merely with ^ view to their own enter- 
tainment. He who had rather find his friend's 
performance correft, than make it fo, is to be 
confidered as a ftranger, or one who is too indo- 
lent to give himfelf any trouble. Your friendlhip 
for me leaves me no room to doubt. that you arc 
impatient to read my book, even in its prefent very 
^mperfeft ftatej and fo you ftiall, but not till 
I have made thofe correftions which were the 
principal inducement of my recital. You are already 
acquainted with fome parts of itj but even thofe, 
after they (hall have been polifhcd (or perhaps fpoil- 
cd, as is fometimes the cafe by too frequent re- 
vifals) win feem new to you. For when a 
compofitiop has undergone various changes, it 

acqwircs 
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tcqttirts an air of novelty even in thf^e very parts 
which remain unaltered* FarewcL 

LETTER XXIL ?b Geminitus. 

HAVE you never obierved a fortc^peoplci 
who tho' they are thcmfelves the abjeft 
Haves of every vice^ (hew a kind of malicious in« 
dignadon againft the immoral condud of othersi 
and are moll ievere to thofe whom they moft 
reiemcble ? yet, furely a lenity of diipofition^ cvcft 
in perfbns who have the lead occafion (or clemen* 
cy themfelves, is of all virtues the moft becom* 
ing. The higheft of charafters, in ,my eftima* 
tion, is His, who is as ready to pardon the moral 
errors of mankind, as if be were every day guilty 
of fome himfelfi and at the fame time as cautioua 
of committing a fault, as if he never forgave onew 
It is a rule then which we fhould upon all occa- 
fions, both private and public, moft rcligioufly 
obfervc, " to be inexorable to our own failings, 
«^ while we treat thofc of the reft of the world 
** with tendernefs, not excepting even thofe whp 
" forgive none but themfelvesj" remembering 
always what the humane, and, therefore, as well as 
upon other accounts, the great Thrafca ufed fre- 

qucndy 
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qucmly to fay : * He who bates vice, bates mankinds 
You -will afk rtie, perhaps, who it is that has given 
Qccafion to thefe refleftions ? You muft know a 
certain perfon lately — but of that when we meet 
— tho', upon fccond thoughts, ^not even tbetiy left 
whilfl: I condemn and expofe /t/jconduft, I Ihould 
aft counter to that maxim I particularly recom- 
mend. Whoever therefore, and whatever he ia^ 
Iball remain in filence: for, tho' there may be 
fome ufe, perhaps, in fetting a mark upon the man, 
for the fake of example ; there will be more, how- 
ever, in fparing him, for the fake of humanity. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXIII. ST^? Marcellinus. 

TH E deep concern I am under for the death, 
of Junius Avitus, has rendered me incapa- 
ble either of bufinefs, ftudy or amufement. He was 
invefted with the ** iaticlave in my hbufe j as in all 

the 

» The meaning of this maxim feems to be, that, as.it is ex- 
tremely difficult to feparate the aftion from the man, wc fhould 
not fuffer the error? of the world to raife in us that acrimony 
iof indignation, which if well examined, perhaps, will be oftencr 
found to proceed from fome fecret principle of malice, than a 
juft abhorrence of vice; Satius eft (aSs Seneca obferves) public 
cos mores ^ humana 'vitia, placide accipere • a general philan- 
thropy and univerfal benevolence being the moft genuine 
marks, by which virtde diitinguiihes thufe who are truly in 
her intereft. If this lenfe be admitted, there is no need to 
fuppofe (with fome of the commentators) that any miilakehas 
crept irto the text. , 

^ See vol. i. p. 8flt. note*. 
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the honours he folicited^ he was conftantly tifllfted 
by my intcreft. I will add too, his affection tod 
cfteem for me were fo great, that he formed his 
manners, and regulated his condufb by my guid- 
ance and direftion: a difpofition extremely un- 
common in the youth of this agei for, who among 
them will now deign to fubmit to the expericrice-. 
and authority of their fuperiours ? They think 
themfelves at once in full pofleffion of all wifdom 
and knowledge ; and without revering or imitat- 
ing the virtues of any, imagine they are a fuffi- 
cient example to themfelves. But Avitus was of 
a far difFeVent . turn j he Ihewed his wifdom, itt 
believing there were fome who had more; and 
difcovered his knowledge, in his defire to learn* 
He was ever confulting his friends upon fbmc 
point relating to his ftudies, or his condudt j and 
he always returned from them with advantage, 
cither by the advice he received, or the difpofi- 
tion he (hewed. With what refpeft did he treat 
Servianus, one of the moft accomplifhed men of 
the age ! Avicus knew how to value fuch uncbm- 
mon merit, as well as to endear himfelf to him 
in his turn. Accordingly, when Servianus went 
lieutenant from Germany into * Pannonia, he at- 
tended him as Tribune 5 not fo much in the cha- 
radlcr of his fellow-foldier, as of his friend and 

admirer. 

• A very cxtcniiv^ province, comprehending part of Au- 
(Uu, Hungary, ^r. 
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adtnireiv With what care and integrity did he 
execute the oflSce of Quaeftor under fcveral con* 
iuls^ who all efteemed him, not only as an ufe* 
fill and experienced officer* but as an eafy and 
agreeable companion ! With what zeal and ap- 
plication did he folicit this very ^ ^dilefhip, 
from the enjoyment of which he is now prema- 
turely fnatched! a refleftion that gives a pecu^ 
liar poignancy to my affliftion for the lofs of him. 
His unavailing labours, his fruitlefs affiduitie?, 
and the honour which he merited only, not enjoy- 
ed, are /for ever in my thoughts. The cirgum- ' 
ftance of his having firft put on the laticlave un- 
der my roof} the firft and the lafl: fuffrage I ever 
gave him; the converfations we have had, and 
ihc confutations we have held, all return frefli 
upon tny mind. I am ftruck with the moft ten- 
der forrow when I confider his youth, and re- 
fled upon the irreparable lofs his family has fa- 
ftaincd: an aged parent; a young wife to whom 
he^h^ pot been married much above a year; an 
in£uit daughter juft born 3 fo many pleafing hopes^ 

fo 

* The JEdiles wer^ at firft two ofEcerschofcnout ofthc- 
body oif the commons, in order to aiiift the Tribunes in tho 
difcharge of feme partipular parts of their fua^ons^ the chief 
of which was the care of public edificcfs. Others were after* 
wards ele£led out of the nobility, to ififpe6l public games, de« 
termine caufes relating to the felling or exchanging of eftates, 
to fupervife the public ftorcs of corn^ and other provifion*, ^c* 
J^tn. Antiq. p. i|i6, 117. 



ia6 THE LETTERS Book VIII. 

fo many tender joys, all reverfed and deftroyed in 
one day ! When he was juft ele^ed .£dile i when 
he had lately commenced a bridegroom ; when he 
was newly made a father, he wa^ fuddenly fiiatchod 
from the midll of thefe fatisfa<9:tons $ and has left 
behind him an honour untafted, a nK)ther incon^ 
folablcy a widowed wife, and an orphan infaxA, 
who will have the misfortune of never having 
known her father ! But what increafes my tear* 
tipon this melancholy occafion is, that being abfenc 
when this accident happened, I never knew of his 
£ckneis, till I heard of his death ; and had no time 
to prepare myfelf for this cruel ftroke, by pre^- 
vioufly apprehending it ! — ^Such is the prefent di^ 
trefs of my mind! — Tou muft not wonder thea 
that it is the whoie fubjeft of my letter j f6t I 
am not able, at prefent, to think or talk of any 
rfung eifc' FarewcL 



L E T T E R XXI V. To Maximus. "^ 



TH E friendfhip I profefs for you, induces 
me, not indeed to dircft (for you are 
fer above the want of a guide) but tp re- 
'jnind you, however, of what you already know, 
and to admonilh you carefully to obferve and 

firmly 
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firmly to put it in prafticc ; in other words, to 
know it to all the more ufeful purpofcs of know-, 
ledge. You wiU confider yourfelf as fcnt to that 
noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine 
Greece, where politenefs, learning, and even agri- 
culture itfelf, are fuppofed to have taken their firft 
rife J as fent to govern a ftate compofcd of free 
cities; that is, to a focictjr of men who breathe 
the Ipirit of true manhood and liberty *i who 
' main- 

a «' It is remarkable;* that even after Greece was abibrb'd 
f* in the Roman empire, and became' a province to it under 
^ the name of Achaia* it did not lofe with its power and fo* 
•* vereignty, that lively fenfe and love of liberty, which was the 
«• pecaliar charafter of that people, amongft whom the arts 
•* were produced and brought to perfeftion. The Romans* 
•* when they had fubdued 6recce> left that generous, brave^ 
'* polite people, in pofleffion of many of their rights and pri. 
«^ vileges. And they maintained fuch an ardent aseal for 
"** liberty, that, to name no other inflances of it, when the 
«« civil wars happenM in Italy, the Athenians vtry warmljr 
9* efpoufed the '^ part of Pompcy, who fought for the repub« 
f* He : and after Caefar was lulled, they erected ilatues i^ 
,•* honour of Brutus and Caffius, near to thofe of Harmodius 
«♦ and Ariftogiton, their ancient deliverers. It was hence 
'« Greece, Athens in particular, after it was vtvy much 
«^ fallen and degenerated, continaed (till to be the metro. 
'« polls of fciences, the fchool of all the fine arts, the ftan- 
** dard and center of gbod tafte in all works of genius, to 
~ <« Cicero's time, and long afterwards ; infomuch, that Rom« 
^< fent its moil illuftrious youth to be perfeded there in po. 
v< lite literature, eloquence, philofophy, and all the ingenious 
** arts and fciences; and the emperors who loved learn- 
•* ing, if they could not go to Greece and become fcholars 
^ there, as fome of them did, brought Greece to them by 
*9 inviting and receiving into their palaces its moft celebrated 
^ profeiTors at)d artifts, and even intruding the education 
^ of their children with Greek mailers. Now, their con^ 

•• tinuing 
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maintained the rights they received from Nature,; 
by courage, by virtue, by alliances; in a \eord, 
by civil and religious faith. Revere the Gods and 
Heroes their founders i the glory of their antient 
days; apdeven that very antiquity itfclfi for age> 
as it is venerable in men, is In Hates facrcd. Ho- 
nour them therefore for their deeds of old rc^iown i^ 
foi: thofe which true, and (I do not fcruple to addj 
which fabulous, hiftory has recorded. Indulge them 
in the full exercife of their dignities, their privileges,^ 
and their very vanity* Remember, it was from thi& 
nation we derived our ** lawsi that fhe did nqt receive 

ours 

^ tinmng to excel ia the arts and fciengesy to what elfe cai^ 
^ it be attributedi bat to this* that with fome fmall remains 
«« of liberty, they retained the fpirit of liberty, the lore of 
^ it* apd zeal for it ? It was indeed in confecju^ence of thij$ 
•' alone* that they maintained, in fome degree* even till 
** Italy was quite over-run with barbarifm* a lovereignty the 
** Romans could not talce from them; a fovereigoty in 
^' fcience* arts, and good tafle. *Tis iippoflible to account 
•• for it in any other way 5 they preferved the arts in a very 
f great degree* becaufe they retained the fpirit of liberty in 
*« a very extraordinary one." XumbuH ou ancient Paintin^^ 
/. IQO. 

^ About the year of Rome 30Q* that is, 452 years before 
Chriit* embafladors were fent into Greece* to make a cotlecr 
tion of fuch laws and cuHoms as the wifdom of that polite 
people had eftablilhed* particularly the famous ones of Solon. 
At their return* thefe laws were approved and confirmed, 
ar.d* together with fome additional ones; were engraven on 
ten tables of brafs* Two other tables of laws were foon 
afterwards added to thefe* which together with the former, 
went by the name of the ttvel've tables, and were looked 
upon as the fountain of all law* public and private. Z<i'V* 
A 3. f. 31, Ferrhre Hijf, 4^$^ LoU civ. c. 5. 
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ours by conqueft, but gave us her own in eon* 
lequence of our particular requeft. . Rertiember, 
it is Athens that you approach; it is Laced^r 
mbn you govern : and to deprive fo renowned at 
people , of the declining fhadow> the remaining 
name of libertyi would be a hardfhip, would be 
even a barbarity of the fevercft kind. PhyficianSj 
you fee, tho* with refpedt to difeafes there is no 
difference between the free and the flave, yet treat 
perfons of the former rank with more tenderncfs^ 
than thofe of the latter. Refleft on the illuftrious 
figure thefe cities once made; but fo refleft, as 
not to defpife them for what they now are. Far 
be pride and afpcrity from niy friend j nor fear 
by a proper condcfcenfion, to lay yourfelf open to 
contempt. Can he who is vefted .with the power 
and bears the enfigns of authority, can He fail of 
meeting with refpe<St, unlels by purfuing bafe and 
fordid meafures, and firft breaking thro' that aw^ 
ful reverence he owes to himfelf? Ill, believe me, 
is power proved by inliilt j ill can tcrrour com- 
mand veneration 5 and far more efficacious is af- 
fcftion in obtaining one's purpofe, than fear. For 
terfour operates no longer than its objeft is prefent, 
but love produces its effefts when the objeft is at 
^ diftancci and as abfence changes the former intp 
hatred,' it raifes the latter into refped. It behoves 
you therefore, (and I cannot repeat ic too often) 
VouIL K . ii^ 
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it behoves you well to confider the end ofyour* 
QiBce> and to reprefent to yourfelf i^ow great and 
important is the adminiftration of governing a 
free ftate. For, what is more becoming our focial 
nslture ^than well regulated government, or more 
valuable than liberty? How ignominious then m\ift 
his cdndud be, who turns the firft into anarchy, 
and the laft into flavery ? To thefc confiderations 
fet me add, that you have an eftablilhcd reputation 
to maintain : the fame you acquired by the fiindion 
of the Quaeftorfhip in *= Bythinia; the good opinion 
of the emperor; the credit you obtained when you 
were Tribune and Praetor; in a word, this very 
government, which > may be looked upon as the re- 
ward of your former fervices ; are fo many glorious 
weights which are incumbent upon you to fupport 
with fuitable dignity. The more earneftly therefore 
ought you to endeavour that it may not be faid you 
fhcwed greater urbanity, integrity, and ability, in 
a rnde province remote from Rome, than in one 
which lies fo much nearer to the capital; in the 
midft of a nation of flaves, than among a free 
people; that it may not be remarked, that it was 
chance, and not judgenient, appointed ypu to this 
office ; when your charafter^was unknown and un* 
experienced, not tried and approved. For, it is a 
maxim which your reading and converfation muft 

^ A province in Anatolia, or Afia the ML 
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have often fuggefted to you^ that it is a &r greater 
di^race to lofe the 6ine one has once attained^ than 
never to have acquired it. I again beg you to be 
perfuaded, that I did not write this letter as pre- 
fuming to inftrud, but to remind you. Tho' in-* 
deed if I had^ it would have only been in confe* 
quence of the great afieffcion I bear you; a fend- 
ment which I am in no apprehenfion of carrying 
beyond its juft limits: for^ there can be no danger 
of excefs where one cannot love too well. Fare« 
wcL 



K$ THfi 



'I'.T.v-r- 



( '33 ) 



THE 



LETT E R S 



O F 



p LIN r. 



'b o 'o k ik. 



L E T T E R I. ' 2V Maximus. 

I HAVE frequently advifed you, to be as ex- 
peditious as poffible in publiihing what you 
Jiave written either in defence of yourfetf, or againft 
Planta; or rather indeed (as the circumftanccs 
of the cafe demand^) what you drew up with 
both thofe views : but I particularly prefs this 
iadvice upon you now that I hear he is dead. For 
tho' you redde this piece to fevcral of your friends, 
apd put it into die hands of others, yet I ihould be 

K 3 extremely 
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extremely forry, that the World fliould fufpedt you 
' did not venture to compofe till after his death, 
what it is moll certain you had finiihed during his 
life. Let not the charafter my friend has acquired 
of firmnefs and refolution be called in queftion : 
as it will ;iot> when both the candid and the n^ali* 
ck>us world &all know, that the death of your ad* 
Verfary did not giv€ you the confidence of writing, 
but only anticipated the- opportunity of publilhing 
this piece. Thus you will avoid the imputation, 

IflA cowalfdjoy to fi^umpb o'er the de^d^ : 

For what you wrote and aftually recited before his 
deadly will be confidered as publifhed during his 
life, provided ygp^ puhjiih it foon. If therefore 
you have any other work upon your hands, let me 
' intreat you to lay it afide, and give your kft 
finilhing toupjbef to this performance. It feemed 
to me indeed, when I formerly redde it, to want 
13Q improvenients i and lb it pMght;|o feexp |iow to 
youj as neither ihe fobjcft requires, Rpr tlic time 
:will admit of lon^r delay. F^ws}. 



« lldnit pd. libw 32. 



i*E r. 
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LETTER II. Ji^SAsmus. 

YOUR requeft that I would write to you 
frequent and long letters, is very pleaf- 
ing to me. If I have forborne to do fo, it is 
partly in confidcration of the important affairs 
in which you are employed; and partly from 
fome very cold and lUninterefting occupations of 
Vny own, which engage my thoughts, and damp 
my imagination. Befides, I have not a fufficient 
iupply of matter for frequent letters; and am by 
no means in the fame fituation that TuUy was, 
whom you point out to me as an example. He 
not only poircffed a moft enlarged genius, but 
the circumftances of the times wherein he lived, 
furnifhed him with a variety of noble occadons of 
cxercifing it. As for myfelf, you kfiow (without 
my telling y6u) to what narrow limits I am con- 
fined, unlcfs my letters were to turn upon the fifti- 
tious and pedantic topics of the fchools. But when 
I confider you in the midft of arms and encamp- 
ments, animated by martial mufic, or fatigued 
with toil and heat; how abfurd would it be to talk 
to you upon fuch fubjcfts ? This is my apology, 
and I think it a reafonable one; however, I almoft 
wifli you would not accept iti for to rejeft the 
excufcs of a friend upon fuch an occafion, be they 
K 4 ever 
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ever fo juft, is an evident proof of a warm ^f- 
fcdlion. Farewel. 

LETTER IlL T'o Paulinxjs. 

MANKIND differ in their notions of fupremc 
happinefss but in my opinion he truly 
poflefles It, who lives in the confcious anticipa- 
tion of honeft fanne and the glorious figure he 
Ihall niake in thp eyes, of pofterity. I confefs, 
if I had not the reward of an immortal reputation 
in view^ I fhould prefer a life of uninterrupted 
eafe and indolent retirement, to any other. There 
feem to be but two points worthy our attention; 
endlefs fame, or the fhort duration of human 
life. Thofe who are aftuated by the former mo- 
tive muft lalpour to attain it with the utmoft 
exertion of their powers -, while fuch as are in- 
fluenced by the latter^ fhould quietly refign them- 
selves to repofe, nor wear out a fhort life, as maqy 
we fee do, in a painful. courfe of ill-dir«Acd pur- 
fuits^ and then fink at lafl into a total difl^tisfac- 
tion both of themfclves and of the world. Thefc 
are my daily reflexions, and I communicate 
them to you, in order to renounce them if you 
ftiould not join with me in the fame fentiments j 
as undoubtedly you will, who are ever meditating 
fome worthy deed to render your name immortal, 
FarcweL 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. r(?MAcaiNus. 

I Should fear you would think the oration which 
you receive with this letter, immoderately 
long, if it were not of fuch a nature as to require 
being divided into feveral feftions ; which confift- 
Sng of diftindt charges, have the appearance of fb 
many feparate ipeeches. Wherever therefore you 
begin or end, you may confider what follows, 
either as connefted with what precedes, or mak- 
ing of itfelf a new fubjeft : fo thaf you may look 
upon it as yery.diffiifc upon the whole, and yet as 
extremely concife with telpeft to its particular 
parts. Farewel. 

LETTER V. ToTiKo. 

'XZ O U are greatly to be applauded for the juft 
^ manner with which, as I am informed (and 
I make very drift enquiry) you adminifter the go- 
vernment of your province ; one principal branch 
of which is to diftinguifli merit in every degree, and 
fp to gain the love of the lower rank, as to prefervc 
at the fame time the afFeftion of their fuperiours. 
But it is an errour many have fallen into, that 
while they endeavour to avoid the appearance of 
favouring the great, they run into the contrary ex- 
treme. 
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tremet and incur the imputation of aAing with ill 
manners^ or ill nature : an crrour which you are 
far from committing, I well know. However, I 
cannot forbear adding a caution to my praife, and 
recommending it to you, to conduft yourfelf ih 
fuch a manner, as to prefervc the proper diftindion 
of rank and dignity. For to level and confound 
the different orders of fociety, is far from produc* 
Ing an equality among mankind ; it is, in fadi;, the 
inoft uneqyal thing imaginable^ . FareweL 

LETTER VL To Calvisivs. 

I Have fpent tl^fe feveral laft days in my ftudy 
with. the moft pleafm^ tranquillity. You will 
alk how that can be poffible in the midft of Rome ? 
It happened to be the fcafon of celebrating the 
* Circenfian games; an entertainment for which I 
have not the leaft tafte. They have no novelty, no 
variety to recommend them ; nothing, ip fhort, 
one would wifh to be prefent at twice. It is the 
more furprizing therefore, that fo many thoufand 
people (bouldbe pol&ffed with the childifhpaflionof 
defiring often to fee a parcel of horfes gallop, and 
men (landing ere£b in their chariots* If indeed, it 

were 

* Thefe ganes were originally of Graecian extra^oD^'bat 
firft introduced among the Romaps by Romulus, in order to 
favour his defign of carrying off the Sabine tirgins : they 
conf]£ed of horl'e and chariot races* &c. ' ^ 
2 
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were the fwiftnefs of the horfes, or the fkill of the 
charioteers that attrafted them, there might be fome 
little pretence of rcafon on their fide. But it is the 
drejs they ^ favours it is the drefs that captivatoi 
them. And if in the midft of the courfc the different 
contenders were to change habits^ their differentpar* 
tizans would change fides, and inftandy defert the 
very fame men and horles, whom they juft before 
'were eagerly following with their eyes as far as. they 
could iee^ and fhouting their names with all the 
W&rmth of vociferous exclamadon. Such mighty 
charms, fuCh wonderous power is there-in the colour 
of a paltry tunic ! and this in the fentiments> not 
only of the vulgar (more contemptible than the 
UQtform they efpoufe) but even in the opinion of 
Ibme grave perfonages. When I obfcrve fuch men 
thus infadably fond of fo filly", fo low, fo uninte- 
refling, fo common an entertainment, I congratulate 
myfelf that I am infenfible to thefe pleafuresj and 
am glad to employ the leifure of this feafon upon 
niy ftudies, which others throw away upon themofl 
idle occupauons. Farewel. 

*\ The performers at thefe games were divided into com- 
panies, dillinguiihed by the particular colour of their habits; 
the principal of which were the white» the red., the blue, and 
the green. Accordingly the fpeflators favoured one or the 
other colour, as humour and caprice inclitied them. In the 
reiga of Juftinian a f tumiik arofe in Conilantinople, oc-« 
cafioned merely by a contention among the partisans of 
thefe feveral colours, wherein no lefs than 30,000 men loft 
tbcir lif f 8« 

t Procop. de BdU ^iic. 1. z. 

LET- 
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LETTER VII. 7>RoMANvs- 

I AM glad to find by your letter, that you 
are engaged in building; for I may now 
defend my own conduft by your example. I 
am myfelf occupied in the fame fort of work; 
and fincc I have you on my fide, who (hall deny 
I have reafdntoo? We are pretty much agreed 
iikewife, I find, in our fituationsj and as your 
buildings are carrying on upon the fca-coaft, mine 
arc rifing upon the fide of the Larian lake. I have 
feveral villas upon the borders of this lake, hut 
there are two particularly, in which as I take 
imoft delight, fo they give me moft employment; 
TThey are both fitu^ted like thofe at * Baiae: 

one 

> Now called C^ftdlo di Sala, in Terra di I^avpro. It 
was the place the Romans chofe for their winter retreat ; and 
which they frequented' upon account of its warm baths/ Som^ 
few ruins of the beautiful villas that once covered this delight- 
ful pad, Itill remain ; and nothing can give one a higher idea 
lof the prodigious expence and magnificence of the Romans 
xn their private ^ buildings^ than the manner in which fome of 
thefe were fituated. It appears from this letter, as well as 
from feveral other paiTages in the clailic writers, that they^ 
adlually projefled into the fea, being eredted apoavaft piles 
funk for that purpofe. Virgil draws a beautiful fimile from 
this cuftom> where he compares the maify ^ar which Tamus 
hurled at Bitias, to one of thofe enormous piles thrown into 
thfi Baian fea : 
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one of them ftands upon a rock, and has a ^ofjpcQ: 
of thie lake; the other adhiall^ touches it. The 

firfti 

^ualis in Euboico Baiarum littore quondam 
• Saxeafila ^adity magnis quam motilfus ante 
CqnfiruSuM jaciunt ponto ; ^c ilia ruinam 
Prona trabit penitu/que *uadit iUifa recumhit ; 
Mifcent/e maria, 6f nigra aitoUuntur afen€e. 

So from the Baian mole^ whofe flro^ares rife^ 
High o'cF the flood, a xnafly fragment flics ; 
The rapid rolling pile all headlong fweeps 
With one vaft length of lUin to the deeps ; 
Thick boil the billows, and on ^^^xy fide 
Work the dark fands, and blacken all the tide« 

Pitt* 

Horace alfo, in one of his moral Odes, points out and expofes 
chis amazing luxary of building : 

7^ ficanda marfnora 

Locas fub ip/um funus I 13 fepuUri 
Immemor, ftruis domos ; 

Mari/que Baiis ohfirepentjs urges 
Summovere lit tor a, » 

Forum locupUs contiuuite ripa. 

Od. 18.1. 2. 

—You, with thoughtlefs pride elate, 
"Dnconfcious of impending fate, 
/ Command the pillar'd dome to rife. 
When !o ! thy tomb forgotten lies ; 
And tho* the waves indignant roar, 
Forward you urjge the Baian fliore. 
While earth's too narrow bounds in vain 
Thy guilty progrefs would reftrain. 

Mn Francis. 

And here indeed, hixury feems to have reigned in her moil 
licentious refinements of all kinds; while tli^e principal am ufe- 
ment of the place confifted in failing upon the gulph in gaily 

painted 
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firft, fupported as it were by the lofiy^lyrikm^ I 
call my iragie; the ochefj as reftihg upon the 
humble fbck, my comic viUa« ^ They have each 
dieir particular beauties, which recommend them- 
lelves to me (6 much the more, as they are of dif^ 
ferent kinds. The former commands a wider 
profpeft of the lake ; the latter enjoys a nearer 
view of it. TbiSy by an eafy bend, embraces a 
litde bay ; the promontory upon which the other 
ftands, forms two. Here you have a ftrait walk, 
extending itfelf along the banks of the lake; 
there a fpacious terrace that falls by a gende 
dcfcent towards it. The former does not feel 
the force of the waves ; the latter breaks them : 
from ihat you fee the filhing - veffels below ; 
from this you may fifh yourfelf, and throw your 
linfe from your chamber, and almoft fropi your 
bed, as from a boat. It is the beauties therefore 
thele agreeable villas poffefs, that tempt me to add 
to them thofe which are wanting B ut I 

need 

painted barks, accompamed with all the melting foftnefrthat 
exquifite wines> £ne women, and rapturous mafic could in* 
fpire. There was fomething even in the natural^ as well as 
artificial turn of the fcene, which Teemed formed to diflblve 
the mind into a ilate of fofttiefs and di^pation : infomuch, 
that Seneca, with all his iloical fortitude, duril not trufl him* 
fclf in it above a day.' Sec Seneca, cp. 51. 

* The bufkin was a kind of high (hoe worn upon the ftage 
by the adders of tragedy, in order to give them a more berot* 
cat elevation of Hature ; as the fock was fomething between 1^ 
Ihtle and flipper, and appropriated to the comic puyers» 
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need not aflign a reafon to youi who, undoubt- 
edly, will think it a fufficient one that I follow 
your example. Farcwel. 

LETTER VIII. r^? AuGuiaNus. , 

WERE I to beftow praife on;^^« from whom 
I have received fo much, I am afraid it 
would feem to proceed, not fo much from my 
judgement, as my gratitude. Neverthelefs I will 
not fcruple to fay, ^ that I think all your produc- 
tions are beautiful j efpecially, you may be fure, thofc 
of which I am the fubjeft. And the fame reafon 
will account both for their defcrving that charadler 
and for my thinking fb: for, as on the one hand 
you ever fucceed beft when friendfhip inipires you^ 
fo on the other, I always like moft what flat- 
ters my vanity. FareweL 

LETTER IX. 3(?CoLO, 

I Greatly admire the generous grief you exprcfi 
for the death of Pompeius Quindianus, as it is 
a proof that your aflPeftibn for your departed 
i&iend, does not terminate with his life. Far diffe- 
rent from thofe who love, or rather, I ftiould mone- 
properly fay, who* counterfeit love to none but the 
living. Nor indeed even that any longer than they 

' arc 
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arc thefavourites of fortune; for the unhappy are 
no more the objcft of their remembrance, than the 
dead. But your fricndfhip is raifed upon a more 
lafting foundation, and the conftancy ofycTuraf-' 
fcftion can only end with your life. Quindtianus^ 
moft certainly, well deferved to nmcet With that 
generous warmth from his friends, of which he 
was hithfelf fo bright an example. He loved them 
in proJperity \ protedled them in adverfity ; lament- 
ed them in death. How open wis his coun- 
tenance I how modeft his converfatiofi ! how equal- 
ly did he temper gravity wfth gaiety! how fond 
was he of learning! how judicious his fentiments! 
how dutiful t^ a father of a very different cha^ 
rafter ! and how happily did he reconcile filial piety 
to inflexible virtue, continuing a good fon, without 
forfeiting the title of a good man!— But why do 
I aggravate your affliftion by reminding you of 
his merit? — yet I know your afFeftion for the me- 
mory of this excellent youth is {6 ftrong, that you 
had rather endure that pain, than fuffe? his virtues 
to be paflcd over in filencci e(pecially by mc, 
whofe applaufe, you imagine, will adorh his ac- 
tions, extend his fame, and^reflore him, as it were, 
to that life frpm which he is prematurely fnatchcd# 
FareweU 



LET- 
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LETTER X, 3> Tacitus*. 

I Should be glad to follow your precepts ; but 
there is fuch a fcarcity o( boars, that it is 
inripoffiblc to pay at the fame time equal homage 
^o Minerva and Diana, who, you think, ought 
to be jointly worfhipped. I muft content my- 
fclf fh^rcforc. with offering my fingle devotion 
to tk§ fqrm,tri and even that witTi fome reftric- 
rion, confidcrmg the heats of the Arafon, and. 
|he privileged indolence of retiremeat. J com* 
I)ofed, indeed, a few trifles in my journey hidier, 
which are only worthy of being dcftroyed, as 
they arc writtep yrith the fairi(p earelefs unftudicd 
manner that one ufually chats upon the road. 
Since I came to my villa, I haye made fome few 
additions to them, not finding myfelf in a humour 
JO pjrn my thoiiglus to things of niore confe- 

f The leari\ed Catan^us, with fojtne other commentators, 
tmagines t^iis letter does not belong to Pltny, but is the anfwer 
of Taottus to ^e dch e(|^(lle of the Brft boo{^. He fupports 
this conjedure, indeed, bv no authority; only thinks it falls in 

' exadly witli the letter, to whicfh he ful^pofes it ah aqfwer, arid 
fancies he difcovers fometfaing in the (Hie diferent from oor 
author's manner. But upon a comparifon of the two letters, 
t1)erefeetti$ little rtafonuo beli^v^ dtte is an anfwer to the 
other. And as to any difference of flile (if there really be 

• khy) which the tranfutor ' confeffes he has not penetration 
venoagh to difcover/it is much too precaripus an argument \o 
have any weight in the cafe. The fuppofition of Cafauboh 
feems more probable^ who thinks this cpiflle might be occa- 
fioned by one from Tacitus, wherein he reminded Pliny of his 
6wn advice to him« in tUat \ett^x to which Catan^us imagines 
this to be an anfwer. » ' < - 

YoL. II. lu quencc* 
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qucncc. Thus my poems, which you fuppofc I 
^m finifhing with fo much advantage amidfl: the 
filcnce and folemnity of woods and groves, are, in 
truth, wholly at a (land. But I have revifed aa 
. oration or two; tho' that kind of bufincfs is fo un- 
plcafant, as rather to rcfetable ruftic labours, thian 
rural amufemcnts. 'FafewcL 



LETTER XL 21? Gbminus, 

X/^OUR letter was particularly acceptable ta. 
' -^ me, as it mentioned your dcfire that I would 
fend you fomething of mine addrcfled to you, to 
infert in your works, 1 fhali find an occafion of 
'complying with your requefl: more prbper than that 
which you propbfeAhe fubjedt you point out to me. 
being attended with fome objedlions; and when 
you ccnfider it again,'yGu will think fo. — As I diU 
not imagine there were any bookfellers at * Lug- 
dunum, I am fo much the more pleafed to learn 
that my works are fold there. I rejoice to find; 
they maintain the fame charafter abroad, which 
they raifed at home ; and I begin to flatter myfelf 
they have fome merit, fince perfons of fuch diftant 
countries are agreed in their opinion concerning 
tbem. Farewe], 

* tyon?, in the Lyotiois, a province of France. 

7 LETf- 
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A Certain friend of mine lately chaftifed his 
fon in my prefence, for being fomewhat 
too expenfive in the article of dogs and horfes. 
" And pray, (I afked for himi when the youth was 
** withdrawn) did you never commit a fault your- 
" felf which deferred your father's correction? 
"Are you not fomedmes even jiow guilty of 
^* errors, which your fon, were he in your place, 
^ might with equal. gravity reprove? Are not all 
^' mankind fubjefl: to indifcretions ? And have we 
^ not each of us our particular follies in which w? 
f * fondly indulge ourfejyes?" 

The great affedion I have for you, induced me 
to fet this inftance of unreafpnable feverity before 
you^ as a caution not to treat your fon with too 
much rigour and aufterjty. Confider he is but a 
boy, and that there was a time when you were of 
the fame age. In exerting therefore, the authority 
of a father, remember always that you are a man^ 
^d tJae parent of a man. Farewell 



^'2 L^T- 
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LETTER XIIL ^^ Quadrat^js. 

THE pleafurc and attention *with which you 
pcrufed the vindication I publilhed of * Hcl- 
vidius, has greatly raifed your curiofity, it Iccms^ 
to be informed of thofe particulars relating to that 
affair, which are not rnehtioned in the defence; as 
ybu were too yoiing to be prefent yourfelf at that 
tranfaftion. When Domitian Was aflaflinated, a 
glorious oj)pohU!nity, I thought, offered itJelf of 
purfbing the guilty, vindicating the injured, and 
advancing my own rcputatioh. But amidft an in- 
finite variety of the blackeft crimes, none appeared 
to me more atrocious, than that a fenator, ofprseto- 
fian dignity, and invefted with the facred charac- 
• ter of a judge, fhould, even Tn the very Teriarc itfclf, 
lay violent hands Upon a mcnibcr * of that auguft 
affembly 5 upori one, who formerly hid the honour 
of being conful, and'vlfho then ftood'irraigncd 
, before him. Befides this general cottfidcVationi I 
had likewifc a particular intimacy with' Helvidius, 
as far as it was poflible to hold with one. Who 
fearing the tyranny of the times, endeavoured to 
' • ''■' veil 

> He w^s accufed of treafon, under pretence that in a dra*' 
matic piece, which he compofed, he had* in^ihe chara£kers o( 
Yms and Oenone^ reiledted ppon Doixiitikn for divorcing Us 
yAfi; Domitia. Suet, in yk. I)omit. c. lo. 

► Helvidius, 
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Wl the luftre of hia^ fkmc, and hU virtues, ifi 
obfcuritjr and retirement. Arria likewife, and tet 
daughter Fannia who Was mothecrin^law to Hel- 
vidius, were in the number of my friends. But 
it was not (b xiiych private attachments, as the 
honour of the public, a juft indignation at the 
adion, and the danger of the example if it (hould 
pafs unpuniflied^ that animated me upon this oc<^ 
cafion. At the firft reftorarion of* liberty, every 
man finglcd out his particular enemy, (tho' it 
muft be confeffed, thofe only of a loii^er rank) 
and in the midft of much clamour and confu(ion> 
no fponer brought the chaise than procured the 
condemnation^ But for myfel^ I thought it would 
liave more the appearance of moderation as well 
as fpirit, not to take advantage of the generah 
refentment of the public, but to cruih this cri- 
tninal with the fingle weight of his own cnor- 
xrlous guilt. When therefore the^ firft heat of 
public indignation began to cool, and declining 
paflion gave way to juftice, tho' 1 was at that 
time under great afBiAion for the lofs of* my 
wife, Ifentto Anteia, the wfdow of Helvidius,and 
^efired her to come to me, as my late misfortune 
L 3 prevented 

« Upon the acceffi6n of Nferva to the empire^ after ^he , 
4eath of Domitian. 

* Oor author's firft wife: of whom we have no panitiilar 
ft^ouau After her death^e ngriied hU iavoa4tt CalpharaMU 
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prevented me from appearing in pabKc* When ffir 
afriVcdy I acquainted her v^kh my intention not to- 
fufFer the injnries her huflband had received^ to- 
pafs unrevenged; and defired her ti> conftdt 'mtfc 
Arria and Fannia (v<rho werfe juft returned frona^ 
exile) whether flie and fhejr would join with ftie 
in the profecution. Not that I wantedi I faid, ar* 
aflbciate, but that I wis not fo- jealous of my own 
glory, as to refufe to (hare it With them in this affair.. 
She accordingly communicated this rh^lTage to 
tliem; and they all agreed to the propolal without' 
the leaft hefitation. It happened very opportunely, 
that the fenate was to meet withip three days. Ic 
was a general rule with me to conlulty in all tnj aC. 
fairs, with Corellius, a pcfrfoh of the grdat^ft prtl^* 
dencc aiid wifdom this age has produced. < -How^ 
ever in the prtfent cafe, I relied entirely- upon my 
own difcretion, being appr^lienfiv^ he would nor 
approve of my defign, as he wa«s of a very indeci-- 
five and- cautious tcnfjper. But altho* I did not- 
previoufly deliberate with him, (experience having; 
taught me, never to advffe with a pcrfon concerning 
sr qtifeftipn we have already determined,- wh«-c he^ 
has a right to expeft tfiafone fhall be decided by his. 
jtidgement),yet I Gould hot forbear acquainting him 
with .'my refolution at the time I propofed to carry 
it into execution. The fenate being affembled^ 
L cam? into the hQufe>.aiid jpeggcd I might have 

leave 
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ka^e to nmke a tnotiop: M^hich t accordingly did ia 
few words, apd with general aflent. • When J ^gaa, 
to t5>uch xipon the charge and point oiit the p^r- 
fon J intended to ^ccufe (tho* as yet without men- 
tioning him by n^?) I was attacked -on ^11 i\des» 
"^^ X^et us Hnowi fays on^, who is the obje(3: of thj? 
^^ exfraordin^ry motley. ? Who is it (^pced another) 
^M;h,at is thvi;^ aCpufrd, without apqyainting th^ 
^* Howffvjyith hU nam^j and his crioje? Surely 
•^ (^djied. a thvd);we wh(^ have p fc^pcd the lat$ 
^ d^gerous times, ipay expe^ now, at leaft, to 
"** ee/i®ia in fe.curity/^ I hear^ a^ this with grjcat 
caJtUfifftj and witjiptjt >eing ip jhej(paft ^arnicd; 
Atf h ly thie effcft^ qf copfcioi^s iptegyity ; an^ fo 
thuth i^fFerence is^ jjjierie wiyh r^fpeft to infpiring 
confidence or fearj whether th^ world h^d pnly rather 
4ane Ihojuld forbear a Certain a<St> pr abfolutely ^n* 
lidfaiiis it. it would l>eXop tedious to relate all that 
O^^aadVianrod^y di£fejrent parties upon this o<:ca(ion. 
Ai length t^e confyl ^qquainted me, thjit I was at 
jifcerty to propofe what I thought proper, when^my 
twn iHpuld come to give my opinion upon the 
^* order of the day* I. thanks biro fpr gjlov^ijig mc 

L 4 ^Jibprty, 

« 'Tis very r^markable^ thiSit when any l^nator was a&ed 
\ih. opiniQn in the Houie conoerning the bufinefs in agitadoh» 
- ♦ .... 'he 
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a liberty, ivhich he never yet (I faid) refiife^ to any 5 
and fo fat down: when immediately the houlfe went 
opon odier bufinels. In the meanwhile, one of my 
Confylar friends took me afide, and with great ear^ 
neftnefs telling me he thought I had proceeded In 
this matter with more courage than prudence, uled 
every method of reproof and perfuafion, to prevail 
with me to defiil$ aidding at the fame time, thac 
I Ihould certainly, if I perfevered, render myfelf 
obnoxious to fomc future princt^. *^ And fo be 
** it, (I* returned) ihduld he prove a bad one/' 
He had ' fcaree left me, when a fecond came 
up: "for God's l^kc, feid he, what arc you at* 
♦' tempting? Why wrll you ruin yourftilf? Do 
"i you confide? to what hazards you are expofed ? 
*« Why will you prcfume too much on the frc*- 
<* fent fituation of public afiaks, when k is fo un- 
** ^certain what turn they may hereafter take? You 
" are attacking a man whok aflucDy alt the head 
•' of the treafury, and will fhoftly be coafuL Bc- 
*• fides, do you conAder what credit he haps^ and 
** with what powerfol fricndlhips he isfupporc* ' 
<« ed?" Upon which he named a certain pci'-^ 
rfon> who (not without feveral unfavourable ni* 

mours) 

'fee had the privilege of fpeaking as long as he pleafed uppn, 
fktiy oHier affair, before he delivered his feaiifnentf on ihepoiht 
^ia queliic n. Aul. CcU. jxb. 4. c* io» \ 
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mours) • was then at the head of a powerful army 
in the Eaft. I replied, 

*• jfU Tveforijeen^ and oft in f bought revolv'd^ 

*5 and am willing^ if fate (hall fo decree, to fufFer 
*^ by 9^ng an honourable part, provided I can 
'* draw vengeance down upon a mod infamous 
** one.'* The time for the members to give 
their reijpeftive opinions was now arrived. Do^*. 
mitius >\|x)llinaris, the coixful ele<5t,. (poke f]rRj> 
after him Fabricius Vcjento, th^n Fabius Pofthu*^ 
mius; Veftius Proculus next, (who married my> 
•wife's mother, and who was coll^ue of publicius^ 
Certos, the perfon on whom the debate turned)^ 
and laft of all Ammius Flaccus. They all dc^ 
Icnded Certus, as if I had already accufed hinoi 
(tho^ 1 had 'not yet fo much as once mentioned hi& 
name) and entered ii^n his juftification as if I ha4 
exhibited a Specific charge. It is not neceffary^ 
to repeat, in diis place, what they refp?6liveljK 
i^id, having related it in their own words in th^ 
ipeech abore-menrioncd. Avidiui Quietus, -and 
Corautus Tertullius anfwered them. The formei;: 
obferved, ^< that it was extremely unjuft not to heai; 
^^ the complaints of tho& who though^^tbemfelvqs 
^' ii^red % and therefore that Arria. and Fannvi 

' Frobably concerning his intentions to employ his credk 
with the army« to be proclai^ifi^ emperor eitlier iinixiedia^j|r«, 
MX on.the death of Nerva. * ' ,. ' 

•*^£neid. lib. 6. v. iq;. 
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<« ought hoc to be denied the privilege oTIayii^. 
*^ their grievances before the houfei and that the 
'^ point for the cooQderation of the (enate was not 
*^ the rank of the perfbn but the merit of the 
•* caufc,*' Then Comutus rofc up and acqoaint-^ 
ed the houfe, « that as he ''was appointed guar* 
•* dian to the daughter of Helvidius by the con- 
** fuls, upon the petitfon of her modier and hci' 
•* father-.in-law> he thought himfelf obliged to 
^ fulfil die duty of his truft* In theneeiition 
•* of which, however, he would endeavour to f^t 
" fome bounds to his indignation, by f6llowtng 
•• that great example of moderation which th<^ 
•^ exccMcnt women * had fet, who contented tfhem* 
*• ifelves with barely informing the fena^e of thK 
^ cruelties which Cemrs eommktcd in older txi 
* carry on his infamous adulation. And therer 
*• fbre, he wduld only move, that If a puniQi- 
** mcnt due to a crime fo notorioufly ^known^ 
** ftoidd be remittcdi that at leaft Gertus mjght 
^- be branded with fome mark ef the diffjea-* 
^ Ibre of that-auguft affembly." Satrius Rwfus 
^ke ne3ct, arid- meaning to ftcer a kind 'of mid- 
ilt courfc, cxprcffcd himfelf with much umbi-^ 
gtiity. ** i am of opinion, feid he^; that great^ 
*• injuftrcc wiH be done to Certus, if he i$.noc 
¥ acquitted (for I do not fcruple to mention 

c« his 

* Arria and Fannia* 
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•* his natnc, |bcc theTricnds of Arfia.and Faimia^ 
•* as wcdlias his own, hare d^ae fo too) nor indeed* 
^ hare we any occafion to be folicitous upon. this 
^ account/ We who think .wdl of tht itian, ffi^H 
•* jud^Irimiwith the fame impartiality as the reft: 
'<« but if iir is innocent, as I hope he is, aiid fl^all be 
^* gladito finid, I think this houfe rtiay r^ry juftly 
^ deny the prefent nsotaori, 'rill iome charge fhalf 
^ be proved againft ^him.'* Thus; according ta 
the rdpeffcirc order in which they wece called • 
tjpon, they delivered their feveral opinions. Whea 
it came to my turn^ I rofe up, and ufing the 
fame introduftion to my fpeech as I hare pub- 
lifhed in t1ie defence, I replied to them feverally. 
It b ^tfrpirifing with what fn uiiiverfal aflcnt I was^ 
heard;^ ^ven by thofe whajuft before werq k^udeft 
againft me: ibch a wonderful change was wrought 
cither by die importance of the affair, the elo- 
^uenc^ pf the fpeech^ or the refolution of the ad- 
▼ocate. After I had finifhed, Vejento attempted 
to reply 5 bot the general clamour not permitting 
kirn c® proceedj. ** I hope,, confcript fethers, ^ faid 

» In tke e»t\y times of the republic, the cofifd began by 
aflting the opinion of the frzrfce of the fenate, add the reft 
went <»n each according to h^s age. .Uiid«# tbe-einpcrQr.v 
tJieir will ferved as a rule : foe as the prince prcfided in ihs^ 
ftnate, he demanded the opinion oihiat^rik, whom he thoughi 
Ht to do chat honour: howcvei:, he more ufaaliy began mt^ 
ibe conAiIs. 

^ The^ippellationwb/whididie ibaa«B was addrefl«<L 
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*< he, yoir will not oblige mc co implore the aP 
•« fifttocc of the ^ Tfcbuncs.*' Immedfately the 
tribune Murcna cried but, *^ You have my leaver 
*« moft illuftrlom Vcjcnto, to go on." But ftill 
the clamour was rertewed* In the integral, die 
conful ordered the houfe to divide, and having* 
counted the voices, difrniifled the fenate, leaving 
Vejento io the midft, ftil| attempting to Ipeak. 
He made great complaints of this afiront (as he 
CaOed it) applying the following lines of Homer 
to himfelf : 

* Great perils, faiber, wait tb* unepat^gbt ; 
Tbofe younger cbampians wiUtby ftrengtb c^ereome. 

There was fcarce a man in the fenate that'dM noc 
embrace and kifs me> and all ftrove who fliould 
applaud mfc moft, for having with the u^moft 
hazard to myfelf, revived a cuftom fo long dif- 
ufed, of freely confuking the fenate upon affairs that 
concern the honour of the public; in a word, for 
having wiped ofF that reproach which was throwii 
upbn it by the other orders in the ftate, " that^ 
•* the fenators mutually favoured the members of 

^ their 

* The tribunes were magidratet chofen at firft out of the 
body of the commons, for the defence of their liberties, snd 
|o interpofe in all erievances offered by their fnpertODrs. Their 
authority extended even to the deliberations of the fenate.. 

^ Diomed's fpeech to Neftor, advifing him to rtdre fronv 
die field of battle. Iliads iii. 102. . Pope.- 
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V their oili^ l>9^y» while they were very ft- 
«* verc in animadveFcing upon the reft of their 
*« fellow cidzens." AH this was tranfafted in the 
abfeace of Certus, who kept out of the way, 
cither becauip he iufpeded ibmething of this na- 
ture wa$ intended to be n|ove4 or (as yras faid 
in his excufe) that tiC was really indilpofed. 
Csefar^ however^ did not refer the examination 
of this matter to th^ ienate. But I fucceeded 
ncverthelcfs, in my aim, another perfon being 
appointed inftcad of Certus to the confulfliip, 
while th^ eledion of his coUegue to that office 
was confirmed. And thus, the wi(h with which 
I concluded my fpeech, was a£hially realized; 
. ** may he be obliged, faid I, to renounce under 
" a *" virtuous prince, that reward he received 
** from an infamous one ' V* Some time after, 
I recoUedled, as well as I could, the fpeech I 
delivered upon this occafion; to which I made 
foncre additions. It happened (tho^ indeed it had 
^e appearance of being fomewhat more than 
cafual) that a few. days after I had publilhed 
this piece, Certus was taken ill ,and died. I 
>was told that his imagination continually repre- 

fcntcd 

^ Ncrva. 

^ Domitian ; by whom h« had been appointed conful clt^a 
tho' he had not ye% entered open that o£ce. 
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jfentcd me as a msui that was purfuing fitm widi a' 
4aggen Whether there was any truth in this ru- 
mour, I will not venture to aflfert j "but fartheiake 
<^r example, hoMsrever, I wiljj it might gain credit, 
fijod now I have fcnt you a letter, -which if you 
fiiould think is as lorig as the defence; ypu fay yoq 
have redde, you moft impute it to yourfelf, for n6t 
lacing contented with fuch information as tha^ 
piece could afford yoi|. FarcweL 

LETTER Xiy. Tc Ta.citus, 

THO' you are by no means inclined to lel^ 
admiration, yet, be affured, none of my. 
i^ritings are more fincerely the undiffembled dic- 
tates of my real thoughts, than thofe of which you 
arc the fubjeft. Whether, indeed, Pofterity will 
concern herfclf with either of us, I know not; but 
furely we deferve fome fmall regard at Icaft, I 
will not fay upon Recount of our geniufes (th« 
would be too vain a prefumption) but from oiir 
indullry, our labours, and that high reverence 
we feel for her. Proceed we then, my friend, in 
the courfi? we have -entered, which as it has con- 
dueled fome to thf brighteft eminences of FamCj^ 

fa 
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fo it has drawn forth many from filent obfcurity 
into public notice and reputation. Far^wcl, ^ 

LETTER X\r. ^oVAtct),' 

IRetircd'to my vilk at Tufcum, with the hop^ 
of paffing !!ny time here, at leaft, in my owm 
mty^ but that is a privilege, I find, I am not tot 
enjoy even herej fo greatly am I interrupted widi 
the importunate complaints and petitions of mj 
tenants. I look over their papers vith more reluc- 
tance than I examine my ownj for^ to confcfs thci. 
truth, it is with great unwillingnefs I review even 
thefe, I am revifing, however, fome little orations ^ 
an emjdoyment which, after a length of time has in- 
tervened, is but of a very cold a!nd unentertainiii^ 
kind. In the mean while, my domeftic afiairs arc 
neglefted as much as if I were abfent. .Yet I 
fometimes fo far aft the part of a careful mafter 
of a family, as to mount my horfeand ride about 
nrty farms, inftead of taking my cxcrdfe in die 
* gefiatio. As for you, I hope you will keep up 
your good ^Id cuftom, and in return ^r this ac- 
count of my rural occupations, let us country, fdk 
kngw what is going forward in^town. FarewcL 

• Sec p, 4. note «# 

LET- 
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LpT T E R XVI. To Mamiliamus, 

IT is no wonder th^ yhacc ypu m?ntioi» affordecf 
you infinite pleafurc, fincc *'the number of 
y die flain (to ufc your own hiftorical e3q>reirion) 
^ was not to be counted '.ff As for royfclf, I have 
neither leifure' nor inclination &r fports of that 
kind: not leifure, bec^ufc I am in* the mWft of 
fny vintage ; nor inclination, becauie it ha^ proved 
an extreme bad one this feafon. However/I jfhall 
be able, I hope, to draw off fomc x\tw vcffes, at 
leaft, if not new wine, for your entertainment, 
which (fince. you requeft them in lb agreeable a 
manner) I will not fail to fcrid you, as foon as they 
&all be thoroughly yif//^k/, Farcwel 

LETTER XVII. TiGENiTOR. 

I Have received your letter, in which you coip- 
pbdn of being* highly difgufted lately 9X a 
very fplendid entertainment, by a fct of bufr 
foons, mummers, and wancoq proftitutes, who were 
-playing their andc tricks ^ round the (ables. 
^ ' " ' Biit 

* An expreJEon fcequent among the hlflorians io their de« . 
fcriptioh of battles. 

^ Thefe perfons were introduced at mod of the tables of 
.the great, for the purpofesof jpirth and gaiety^ and confti- 

/. : .ii , . ^^. , , . • * >•.•••• . tMteij[ 

« •4 
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But, let me advife you to fmooth your brow a 

little. It is true, I admit nothing of this kind at 

my 

tated an elTential part in all polite entertainments among the 
Romans. It is furprizing how foon this great people deviated 
from their original feverity of manners^ and were tainted 
with the contagion of foreign luxury. Livy dates the rife of 
this, and other unmanly delicacies, from the conqueft of 
Sdpio Afiaticos over Antiochus ; that is, when the republic had 
fcarcely fubiifted above a hundred and fourfcore years. * Lux^ 
uria peregrine crigo, he obferves, exercitu Afiatico in urhem 
iwutSa ift. This triumphant army caught, it feems, the conta* 
minating diverfions of the people it fubdued; and at its return 
to Rome, fcattered infe^on among their countrymen, whicli 
fpread by flow degrees, till it effedled their total deftrqdion. 
Thus did eaflem luxury revenge itfelf on Roman arms ! It 
may be wondered, that Pliny (hould keep his own temper, and 
check the indignation of his friend's at a fcene, which was fit 
only for the diflblute revels of the infamous Trimalchio. .But 
4t will not, perhaps, be doing juftice to our author ^ ^o take an 
eitimate of his real fentiments upon this point, from the letter 
before us. Genitor, it feems, was a man of ^rid, but rather 
of too auHere morals for the free turn of the age : emendatus 
^ gran)is : paulo etiam borridior W durior ttt in h£c Ucentia 
temporum. [£p. 3. L. 3.] But as th^re is a certain feafonable 
accommodation to the manners of the times, not only ex- 
tremely confident with, but highly conducive to the interefls 
of virtue, Pliny, probably, may affed a greater latitude than 
he in general approved, in order to draw off his friend from 
that diffhefs and unyielding difpofition, which might preju- 
dice thofe of a gayer turn againfl him, and confequently 
leiTen the beneficial influence o{ his virtues upon the world* 
A late moil ingenious author, who has greatly diftinguiflied 
himfelf in feveral branches of ufefal and polite literature, 
lias given us a reprefentation of one of thefe buiFoons, from 
an antique in his colledion: to which the reader is referred 
for a flronger idea of the vitiated and low tade of thofe, 
who could receive from them any gratification. See Mtd- 
dUton^ Antiq. tab. 9.^* 2* 

LIv. L 39. c. 6* 

Vol. 11. M 
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my own houfej. I endure them, however, without 
ihcwing any diflike, when I meet with them in 
other people's. " And why then (you will be 
*^ ready to a(k) not have them yourfelf? Bc- 
caufe the geftures of the wanton, the pleafan- 
tries of the buffcon, or the extravagancies of the 
mummet', give me no pleafure, as they give me 
no furprize. It is my particular tafte, you fee, 
not my judgement, that I plead againft them. And 
indeed, what numbers are there who think the 
entertainments m which you and f nrtoft delight^ 
are no better than impertinent follies ? How 
many are there, who as foon as a readei", a 
lyrift, or a comedian is introduced, either with- 
draw from the company, or if. they remain, 
fliew as much diflike to this kind of diver- 
fions, as you did at thofe mm/lersj as you call 
them! Let us bear therefore, my friend, with 
others in their amufements, that they, in returrl, 
may ihew indulgence to ours. Farcwcl. 



LETTER XVIH. JV Sabinus. 

WITH what care and attention you will 
read my works, and how perfe(5Uy trea- 
fure them in your memory, your letter is a fuf- 
ficient proof, Po you confidcr then, what 

trouble 
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trouble yoii are bfit%irtg upoh yourhands, when 
y<lu kindly entice mt, by every friendly arti* 
fi<:c, to Communicate to you as many of them 
Sii poMbte? I eanii>r, eertainiy, reftife your rei 
Ijueft; but fhall comply ^iih it, ho#ef(3r, at dift 
ferenc intervals, and obfef ve fome kifid of re- 
gular lucceflion. For, I would not, by too copioui 
and too frequent a fupply, oVer-burtHch and con^ 
fotind a; meniiory, to .Which I already oWe fo rnanj^ 
jecknowledgnf^entSi nor pour in' updrt it fuch i 
ffrofiifion at oticc, ^s to obHterate what it had be- 
fore retained, in order to make room for what 
fuccefeds. Farewel. 



LETTER XIX- ?(? Rufo. 

"^OU have read, it feems, in a letter ' of 
min^, that Virginius Rufus direfted the fol- 
lowing lines to be infcribed upon his tomb'i 

Here Rufus Hesy wbd f^ndesd" artds wtthjiood^ 
Nvtfor bimfelfy but for his countrfs good: 

For which you blame him, and think Frontinua 
srfted much more reafonably, in forbidding any 
monument whatfoever to be erefted to his me- 
mory : and in the conclufion of your letter, yoti 

M 2 defim 

^ To Albinas ; fee book 6. let. lo. 
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dxSxe ftijr fendments upon each* I bved them 
bodi ; but I cofife(s I adaiired bm moft whom you 
coadenui; and adnkired him to fuch a degree^ 
that fo lar from ims^ining I ever ihould have 
occafion to become his advocate^ I thought he 
could never be Efficiently applauded. In my 
opinion, ^yery man who has aded a great and 
diftinguifhed part deferves» not onJy to be excufed 
but approved, if he endeavours to fecure immor- 
tality to ihe &me he has merited^ and is delirous 
alio to perpetuate an everlafting remembrance of 
himfelf^ by monumental infcriptions. Yet rarely 
ihall you find a man, who had performed fuch 
great atchicvements, fo modefUy rcferved upon 
the fi:ri>je£t of his own adions> as Virgihlus was* 
I can bear him witneis (and I had the hap- 
pinels to. enjoy his intimate fricndlhip) that I 
never but once heard him mendon his own coa« 
3ud ; arid that was, in giving an account, of a 
conver&tion which pafled between him, and Clu- 
vius: "You well know (laid Cluvius to him) 
*^ the iidelity required in an hifbDrlan; you will 
^ pardon me therefore, I hope, if you fhould 
^ meet with any thing in my works, that is not 
^ agreeable to you/' ^ O Cluvius, he replied, 
** can you be ignorant that what I performed, was 
^* in order that every man might enjoy the liberty 
*' of writing what he pleafcd ?'* But let us com- 
pare 
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pare Frontimis with hinri in that very inftancey 
wherein you think the former difcovcred a more 
modeft and unoftentatious difpofitidn. He for- 
bade a monument to be erefted to Jiini, it is 
trues but in what words? ^* Theexpeneeof a 
•' monument, fays he, is fuperfluous ; the remem:^ 
** brance of me will remain, if my actions deferve 
" it." Is there lefs vanity, do you think, thus to 
proclaim to all the • world that his memory would 
remain 5 than to mark upon a fingle tomb-ftonc, ih 
two lines, the aftions ope has performed ? It is not, 
however, my defign to copdemn your favourite, 
hero; I only mean to defeqd Vir^iuus: and what 
argument can be more prevailing with you, than 
one drawn from a comparifon between him and 
the perfon you prefer ? In my own opinion, in- 
deedy neither of them dcferve to be condemned, 
fince they both were animated with the fame 
ardent palEon for glory, altho* they purfoed their 
objeft by di£Ferent roads: the former, in deiiriug 
|o receive thofe monumental "honours he had 
merited; the latter, in feeming to dc^ife them* 
FarewcL 

• It appears from hcncjp, that this was not a teHamentwy 
direaion^ but a declaration in fome work which FrOAtinas h»a 
pohiiihed. 



Ma LET* 
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LETTER XX. ?(? Venator, 

THE longer your letter was, fo much di^ 
more agreeable I thought its efpeciallya^ 
it turned entirely upon my works. I am not at al) 
furprized you fhould find a pleafurein them, fincc 
I know you have the fame afFedion for every com- 
pofition of mine, as you have for the authoii 

The getting in of my vintage (which tho* it haai 
proved but a flender one this fcafon, is, however^ 
more plentiful than I expeftcd) particularly em- 
ploys- me at prefent. If indeed 1 can with any pro- 
priety fay fo, who only gather a grape now and 
then, vifit the wine-prefs, tafte the muft in the vat, 
and faunter to my domeftics *j who being all en- 
gaged withput dpors, have wholly abandoned mg 
• to iny readef s and my fecretaries. FarewcU 



I^ETTER XXI. ?> Sabiniai^us, 

'^J OUR frcedman, whom you lately men-r 

•* tioned to me with difpleafure, has been with 

me, and threw himfelf at my feet with as much 

fub^ 

* j7^^ diftinaion in t^e civil law between the/ervr Urheni 
o f.ufii(iy 19 alloded to in the original ; but as we have not 
the fame ajnong u?, it'is not poflibie, perhaps, to preftrvc thi| 
?llufioo, with propriety, in aj Englifli ^rannatio^i* 
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fulnmiiHon as he could have fhewn at yours, tic 
carncftly requcfted me with many tears, and even 
with all the eloquence of fiknt forrow, to inter- 
cede for him 1 in Ihort, Ije convinced me by hi$ 
whole behaviour, that he fincerely repents of 
his fault, I am ^ perfuaded he is thoroughly re- 
formed, beca,ufe he.feems deeply fenfible of his 
guilt. I know/ you are angry with him, and I 
know it is not without reafon; but clemency 
can never exert itfelf more laudably, than when 
there is the moft caufe for refentment. Yojf 
once had an afFedlion for this man, and, I hope, 
will have again : in the mean while, let me only 
prevail with you to pardon him. If he Ihould incur 
your dilpleafore hereafter, you will have fo much the - 
ftronger plea in excufe for your angers as you (hew 
yourfelf the more exorable to him now. Concede 
fomething to his youth, to his tears, and to your own 
natural mildnefs of temper: do not make him unm^ 
cafy any longer, and I will add too, do not make 
yourfelf fo; for a man of your benevolence of heart, 
cannot be angry .without feeling great uneafinefs. I 
am afraid, were I to join my iritreades with his, I 
fhould feem rather to compel, than requeft you to 
forgive him. Yet I will not fcruple even to unite 
mine with his; and in fo much the ftronger terms, 
as I have very fharply aimd feverely reproved him, po- 

M 4 fitively ' 
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fitively threatening never to interpofe agdn in hb 
behalf. But tho* it was proper to fay this to him, 
in order to make him more fearfiil of oflFending; I 
do not fay fo to you. I may, perhaps, ag^ have 
occafion to intreat you upon his account, and again 
obtain your forgivenefsj fuppofing, I mean, hb 
fault Ihould be fuch as may become me to inter- 
cede, and you to pardon. Farew?l, 



LETTER XXII. r^ Severus. 

IH A V E been much alarmed by the ill ftate of 
health of PaiTienus Faulus, as indeed I had 
many and juft reafons- He has a moft excellent 
and generous heart, of which I have the happinels 
to Ihare the warmeft friendfhlp. In his writings he 
very fuccefsfiilly emulates the ancients, whofe fpirit 
and manner he has clofely imitated and happily 
"^eftoredi efpecially that of Propertius, to whom he 
is no lefs related by genius, than by blood, as he 
particularly refenribles that poet in his chief excel- 
lency. When you read his elegies, all that is ele- 
gant, tender, and pleafing, will confpire to charm 
you; and you will clearly difcover they are ani- 
mated with the congenial fpirit of Propertius. He 
has lately made fome attCvmprs of the lyric kind, in 
which he as fuccefsfuUy copies the manner of Ho- 
race^ 
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jace, as he has that of the other poet juft men- 
tioned. You would imagine, were there fuch a 
thing as kindred in genius, that the blood of 
Horace likewife flowed in his veins. He difplays 
a mbft wonderful compafs and pregnancy of ima- 
gination : when he defcribes the pafllon of love, 
you perceive his he^rt is entirely poflefled by the 
ijioft tender fcntiments 5 when he paints the emo- 
tions of gricG you f^e his breaft is penetrated with 
the deepeft forrow j when he enters upon topics 
of panegyric, it is with all the ardour of the 
warmeft benevolence i when he diverts himfelf 
withfubjefts of pleafantry, it is in the Ipirit of the 
moft agreeable gaiety j in fhort, whatever kind of 
poetry he engages in, he executes it with fuch a 
mafterly hand, that one would imagine it was the 
lingle fpecies to which he had applipd himfelf. 
The dangerous indifpofition of fuch a friend and 
fuch a genius, pccafion'd as much anxiety to me 
^ it did pain to him. But at length be is re- 
covered, and my peace is reftored: an event which 
deferyes your congratulation, not only for my 
fake, but for the fake of literature itfelf, which was 
cxpofcd to as great a hazard by his danger, as it 
y^ll receive glory by his recovery. FareweL 



tET- 
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LETTER XXIII. TVMaximus. 

IT has frequently happened when I have been^' 
pleading before the centumviri, that thofe ve- 
nerable judges, after having preferved as much as. 
pofliUe the gravity and folemnity fuitaWc to their 
charafter, have at length been forced, as it were, 
to break thro* all reftraints, and have rifen up, 
with one confent, in my applaufe, I h^ve often 
Kkewife gained as much glory in the fenate, as my 
ormoft wifhes could defire: but I never felt a 
more fenfible pleaftire than by an account which 
1 lately received from Cornelius Tacitus. He 
informed me, that at the laft Circenfian games^ 
he iat next to a certain perfon, who, after much 
difcourfe had paffed between them upon va- 
rious points of erudition, a(ked him if he was 
an Italian, or a provincial ? Tacitus replied) 
•• Your acquaintance with literature muft hav« 
•« informed you, who I am/' " Pray then, ik 
♦* it Tacitus or Pliny I am talking with?'* I 
cannot exprefs how highly I am "prtafcd to find 
that our names are not fo much the proper ap- 
pellatives of men, as a kind of diftintftion for 
learning herfelf ; and that eloquence renders us 
known to thofe, who would be ignorant 6f us 
by any other means. An accident of the fame 
7 - nature 
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nature happened to me a few <|[ays ago« Fabius 
Rufinus, a perfbn of dii^ngi](iihed merits wat 
placed next to me at table; and below him a 
countryman of his, who was j jft then come to 
Kotne for the firft time. RuGnus defired his 
friend to take notice of me, and entered into a 
convcrlation concerning the objeft of my ftudics ; 
to whom the other immediately replied, " That 
^^ muft undoubtedly then be Pliny." To own 
the truth, I look upon thefe inftances as a very 
confiderable recompence of my labours. Had 
Pemofthenes reafon to be pleafed with the old 
woman of Athens exclaiming*, ** This is De- 
^ mofthenes ! " and may I not be allowed to con- 
gratulate myfelf upon the extenfive reputation 
my name has acquired ? Yes, my friend, I will re-» 
joice in it, and without fcruple c6nfefs that I do* 
^ I only mention the judgenxent of others, not my 

own, 

«, The ftp>"y as related by Tully, is this : DemoflheDes met 
an old wonian carrying a pail of water, upon which {he whifperf 
to her companion, " This is Demofthenes 1" I muft not, 
however, conceal from the reader, that Tully condemns the 
Grecian orafpr for being pleafed upon this occafion, and ac- 
counts for it in the true fpirit of genuine philofo)>hy *, afuJ 
ijioj loqui 'videlicet didicerat^ non tnultum ip/e fecum : he had 
learnt the art of talking to others^ but was unacquainted, it 
feems, with the moll inllrn^live of all arts, the art of jfelf- 
co/fver/t : a Utile of this home-philofophy would ha^^e taught 
him, in the judgement of Tully* to rate *vulgar admiration at a 
}Qwer valae* 

* Tufc. 1. 5. 
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cif«fn>Iam oot a&aid.of incurring the cehfurc of 
ianiiy''; e^edally from yo% who, as you envy 

, JUJ 

* TBofe wBo Bave formed their notions oT modejiy according 
to the falfe refinements in manners, which ktter times have 
introduced, will take offence, probably, at the. advantageous 
terms, in which Pliny here, and in (bme other paffages of 
thefe letters> fpeak^ of htnilelf. But it wiM not be jttft to 
eilimate.our aothor's chara^ler, by maxims which have been 
receired in the worM long fincc he left it. It is moft certain, 
that modcftyt according to the idea the ancients bad of it, 
did not (neither in the truth of things does it) forbid a man 
to fpak wett of himfelf, where he has n»erit ta ibpport the 
character he claimj. True modeily confifted only (as indeed 
h ought only to coniifl) in being ajbamed to commit an/ 
dung bafe and unworthy; any thine unbecoming the dig* 
nity of human nature; any thing m defiance of that re* 
verencewe owe to oarfelvcs, and to that rank we hold in the 
order of rational beings i ibe was in fhorti the eufios *uiytium» 
amnfum, as Tufly emphatically calls her, the guardian and 
proteArefs of the whole train of human virtues. Pfiny, who 
often recommends tnodt/ly as one of the mofl fliining virtuea 
in others, could never have fpoken thus favourably of his own 
i9erit>if it had been contrary to the received notions of chat 
moft amiable quality. And that it was Uoi, is extremely Evi- 
dent from the whde tcnour of antiquity in the article of ielf- 
ccxmrnuendation. Homer's UlyfTes (to borrow the obfervation 
of a very polite and judicious critic) ^ calls himfelf the ^ffefi 
•* of the Grecians, as his Achilles does not fcruple to repre- 
<< fent himfelf the hifh and mofi <valiant of them; and that 
** too in a council of all the princes : Virgil has given u» 
•« his approbation of both the one and the other, in making 
•• .^eas talk frequently of his own piety and valour* So» 

^ ** crates ki Vlato, is always brought in to his advantage ; he 
•* himfelf quotes the oracle, which pronounced him to be 
•* the fwififl ^men, Xenophon reprefents Cyrus, »pon his 

, ** death-bed, as taking notice of the grcateft beauty of his 
'• ovvTi charader, bis humanity ; in a piece which every one 
« knows was defigned for the chara^er of a perfe^ prince. 
** Ca(aF and the g treat Jcwifh writer of his own life frequently 
** commend themfelves : the greateft critic, as weM as tW 
«• created orator among the Romans, who fo often reckons 
** Modf^j ainong the thing* which ape moft neccfTary toward 

*' rendering 
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fio man^s reputation, fo you arc particularly 
lous for mine Fare wcL 



LETTER XXIV. ^(7 SABiNiAnxys, 

I Greatly approve of your having, in compliatioe 
with my * letter, received again ittto your fil- 
ially and &vour, a difcarded freedman, whom you 
once adoiitted into a Ihare of your affedlioo. Ttis 
placability will afford you, I doubt not, great (adf- 
faAion: it certainly at leaft has nme, both as a proof 
that you are capable of being governed in ypur paf- 
fioo, and as an inftance of your paying fo much re- 
gard to me, as to yield either to my authority, or to 
my requefl:. You will accq)t, therefore, at onc€, 
both of my applaufe and my thanks« A£ the 
tsmc time I miift advife you, to be difpofed fibr 
the future to pardon the faults of your people, tho* 
there ihould be none to intercede in their behalC 
FarcweL 

^ rendemg a man great in his profeffion; how openaad 
" frequent is he in pratfing himfelf, and fetting his owa 
*» merit m a trne light? But what puts this beyond <iiip«tc 
** (and (hews at the fame time, that a juft commendation of 
*« one's felf may be very confident with the grcateft modefty) 
** Is to be found in the (acred writings, in which Mofcs fays 
^ of himfelC chat he was the mukeft man upon earth.*^ £ Hay on 
Pope's Odyf. pt. I. 5». 

^ See Let 21 of this book. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXV. "To Mamilianus. 

THO' you complain of the crowd of military 
occupations which prefe upon you, yet, 
as if you were enjoying the moft uninterrupted 
Icifure, you read and adnnire, it feems, my poe- 
tical trifles i and not a little encourage me to per- 
ievere in amufing compofitions of that kind. I 
begin, indeed, to purfue this fort of ftudy, not 
only with a view to my divcrfion, but my re* 
putation, fince they have approved themfelves 
to the judgement of a man of your dignity and 
learning, and what is more, of your lincerity. At 
prefcnr I have fome bufinefe in the courts of law, 
which takes up a little of my time; but as fo6n ai 
I fhaU have difpatched it, I will again truft my mufe 
to your candid bofom. You will (ufFer my little 
doves and fparrows to take wing anlong youf 
eagles % if you Ihould have the fame good opiniort 
of them as they have of themfelves; if not, you 
will kindly confine them to their cage and their . 
nefts. Farewel. 

* Alluding to the Roman flandaxd, which was an eagle fix'4 
«pon the top of a fpear.. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVL ?VLuPERctrs. 

I Said once (and I think not improperly) of a 
certain orator of the prefent age, whofc com- 
pofkioiis arc extremely regular and correft, buC by 
no means aninnated and fublime, *^ His only fault 
** isy that he has nonpe/* Whereas he who is pof- 
fefled of the trae fpirit of oratory, Ihould be bold 
and daring; ftiould fometimes rife above theprecifc 
limits of common rules; and frequently foar even . 
to dangerous heights: for danger is generally near 
. whatever is towering and exalted* The Plaioi 'tis 
true, affords a fafer, but for that reafon a more 
humWc and inglorious path: they who run, are 
naore likely to ftumWe than they who creep; bnt 
the latter gain no honour by not flipping, while the 
former even fall with glory. It is with eloquence 
as with fome oriier arts ; fhe is never more pleafing 
than when fhe rifles moft. Have you not obfcrved 
what* acclamations our rope-dancers excite, at the 
inftant of imminent danger? Whatever is mofl 
furprizingly hazardous, or as the Greeks better ex- 
prefs it, whatever is tnoik-perilous, mcfl excites our 
admiration. The pilot's fkill is by no means 
equally proved in a calm, as in a florm : in the 
former cafe he tamely enters the port, unnoticed 

and 
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and unlpplaudedi but when the cordage crack5» 
the niaft bends> and the rudder groans^ then it is 
that he fhines> ia all hb glory, and is hailed as litde 
inferiour to a fea-god. The reafon of making 
thefe obfervations is, becaufe, if I miftake not> 
you have marked fome paflfages in my writings 
for being tumid, exuberant, and over - wrought^ 
which, in my eftimation, are but adequate to the 
idea, or boldly fublimc. It is material therefore 
to confidcr, whether your criticifm turns upon 
' iuch points as are real faults, or only ftriking and 
remarkable expreffions. Whatever is elevated is 
fure to be obfervcd; but it requires a very nice 
judgement to diftinguilh the bounds between true 
and falfe grandeur; between a juft and enormous 
height. To give an inftance out of Homer, both 
of the grand and elevated ftyle, in the following 
Kncs, which can fcarcely, I imagine, have efcaped 
any reader's obfervation j 

Heaven in loud thunder bids the trumpet Jound-, 
And wide beneath them groans the rending ground \ 



-Again, 



Reclin'd on clouds hisfteed arid armor lay ^. 

■ So„ 

■ Iliad. XXI. 387. Pope's tranf. 
* Iliad. V, J56. Ipeaking of Man* 
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Scftn this whole paflfage: 

* As torrents roUj increased by numerous rills. 
With rage impetuous down their echoing billsi 
Rujh to the vales ^ and pour' d along the plain. 
Roar thro' a thoufand channels to the main. 

It requires, I (ay, a very delicate hand 16 poife theffe 

metaphors, and determine whether they are too 

figurative and pompous, or truly majeftic and fub- 

lime. Not that I think any thing whieh I have 

written or caa write, admits of eomparifon with 

thefe. I am not extravagant enough to entertain 

fo proud an opinion : what I would be under- 

ftood to contend for is, that we Ihould throw 

ijp the reins to eloquence^ nor curb the fpirited 

' • exertions 

« Iliad. 4. V. 452. Pope's tranll. It is with great jadgement 
Pliny dilUhguifhcs between grandeur and eliva'tion, which tho* 
they stre fomettmes eon founded i are moil certainly didindt. 
Grandeur feems to confift entirely in the fentiment, and is 
the firtt of the five fpecies of fublimiiy which * Longinus has 
enumerated. The paiTage that admired critic quotes from the 
account which Mofes gives of the creation, is of this kind t 
God/aidtLet there be Li^ht i and there was Light, Here is no- 
thing in the expreflion ornamented or elevated ; th© language 
is plain and fimple, yet conveys to the mind the noblcll idea 
of omnipotence that the utmoft efforts of the nj-ongeft imagi- 
nation can conceive. But when a fublime thought is cloathed 
(if I may (6 fay) in all the graceful propriety of jull figure, it 
then becomes elevated. The illuftrations which our author 
produces from Honler, are- of this fort, where grejitnefs of 
fentiment is heightened by beauty of imagery* 

♦ See. 8. 

Vol. IL N 
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exertions of genius by too much rcftraint. But 
it will be faid, perhaps, there is a wide difference 
between orators and poets. As if TuUy were 
not as bold in his figures as any of the poets! 
Not to mention particular mftanccs from him, 
in an article concerning which, I imagine, there 
can be no difpute; does* Demofthencs himfelf, 
that model and ftandard of true oratory, docs De- 
mofthencs check and reprefs the fire of his indigna- 
tion, in that well-known paffage which* begins thus: 
" Ye infamous flatterers, ye evil genii, &c. ?" — 
And again, " It is neither with ftones nor bricks 
*' that I have fortified this city, &c." — And after- 
wards; ** I have thrown up thefe out-works before 
** Attica, and pointed out to you all the refources 
" which hu/naii prudence can fuggcft, &c.'' — And 
in another place; " O my countrymen, I fwcar by 
" the immortal Gods, that he is intoxicated with the 
"fpirit of his own magnanimous aftions, &c.'*— 
But what can be more daring and beautiful than 

that 

* The defign of Pliny in this-lcttcr is, to juftify the figura- 
tive -expreffions he had employed, probably in fome oration, 
by inltances of the fame warmth of colouring from thofc great 
mafters of eloquence, Demoilhenes and his rival ^fchincs* 
But the force of the paffages which he produces from thefe 
orators, muft neceffarily be gjeatly weakened to a mere mo- 
dern reader, fome of them being only hinted at, as generally 
well known; and the metaphors in feveral of the others, 
have either loft much of their ojiginal fpirit and boldnefs, by 
bsing introduced and received in common language, or can- 
not, perhaps, be preferved in an Engliih tranilation* 
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that long digreffion^ which begins in this manner: 
*' A terrible difeafe, O my countrymen^ has fcized 
*^ upon all Greece, &c. ?"— The following pafl&ge 
likewife, tho' fomewhat Ihorter, is conceived in the 
Tame boldnefs of metaphor t — " Then it was I rofe 
*' up in oppofition to the daring Pytho, who/^^«r^^ 
" forth a torrent of menaces againft you, &c.*'— 
The fubfequent ftrifture is of the fame ftamp t 
*' When a man has ftrengthened himfelf, as Philip 
*' has, by rapine and wickednefs, upon the firft 
*' pretence that offers, at the firft impolitic ftep, be 
^' it ever fo inconfiderable, he hriftles uf his mane^ 
•^ and feizes all, &c.**— So in the fame ftile with 
the foregoing is this t — " Railed off^ as it were, 
" from the privileges of focicty, by the concurrent 
'* and juft judgements of the three tribunals in the. 
" city/* — And in the fame place : " O Ariftogi- 
*' ton ! you have betrayed that mercy which ufed 
'^ to be fhewn to offences of this nature, or rather 
" indeed, you have wholly deftroyed it. In vain 
*' then wpuld you flee for refuge to a fort^ which 
*' you have Jbut upy and choaked with files,'' — He 
had faid before; " I am afraid therefore, you Ihould 
*^ appear in the judgement of fome, tohAvc ereiled 
" a public Jeminary of faftion : for there is a 
*' weaknefs in all wickednefs, which renders it 
" apt to betray itfelf !' — And a litde lowcf j '^ I 
** fee none of thefe refources open to him ; -but 

N a « all 
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*^ all is precipice, gulph, and profound abyjs.** — And 
again : *^ Nor do I imagine that our anceftors in- 
'^ ftitutcd thofe courts of judicature, that men of 
" his charafterlhould be /A2»/^rf there } but on the 
*^ contrary, eradicated, that none may emulate their 
" evil aftions/' — And afterwards: '^ If he is then 
** the artificer of every wickednefs, if he openly 
** makes it his trade and traffic, &c/' — And a thou- 
sand other paffages which I might cite to the 
fame purpofe j not to mention thofe expreffions 
which -Slfchines lays, are not words, but wonders.-^ 
You will tell me, perhaps, I have unwarily men- 
tioned -Sfphines, fince Demofthenes is condemned 
even by him, for running into thefe figurative cx- 
preflipns. But obferve, I intreat you, how far 
fuperiour the former orator is to his criticizer, and 
fuperiour too in tlic very paflages to which he ob- 
jefts ; for in others, the ftrength of his genius dif- 
covcrs itfelf ; in thofe above quoted, the fublimity 
of it fliines out. But does -iEfchines himfelf avoid 
that mode of rhetoric which he reproves in Dc* 
mofthenes? " The orator,*' fays h^, '• O ye Athe- 
** nians,"and the law, ought to Jpeak the fame 
" language,; but when tht voice of the lawde- 
** clares one thing, and that of the orator ano- 
'^ ther, we lliould give our. vote to the juftice of 
*' the law, not to the impudence of the orator/' — 
And in another place: *^ He afterwards mani- 

'' fcftly 
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'* feftly difcovered tht dcfign he had, of con* 
** ccaling his ^aud under cover of the decree, hav* 
" ing exprefsly declared therein, that the embafla- 
« dors fent to the Oretae gave the five talents, not 
^' to you, but to Callias. And that you may be 
*' convinced what I fay is the truth (after having 
'* ftripped the decree of its gallies^ its Irimy and 
" its arrogant oftentation) read the claufe itfelf. V— 
And in another part : " Suffer^ him not to break 
" c(yver and efcape out of the limits of the quef-- 
** tion." A metaphor he is fo fond of, that he re- 
peats it again : " But remaining firm and confi- 
'^ dent in the aflembly, drive him into the merits of 
** the queftion, and obferve well how ho^oubles.'*-^ 
Is his (tile more referved and fimple, when he faysj: 
*^ But you are for ever wounding our ears, and arc 
** more concerned in the fuccefs of your daily ha^ 
" rangues, than for the falvation of the city."-r- 
What follows is conceived in a yet higher ftrain of 
figure: ** Will you not expel this man as the 
*' common calamity of Greece? will you not feize 
^' and punilh this pirate of the ftate, vfho/ails about 
" in queft of favourable conjunctures ? Sfc."-?— 
with many other paffages of the like nature. 

And nowl expeft you will make the fame attacks 
upon certain expreflionsin this letter, as you did upon 
thofe I have been endeavouring to defend. The 

N 3 rudder 
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rudder thzt p'oans, and the pilot compared to e^/ea^ 
god, will not, I fuppofe, efcape your criticiftti : for I 
perceive^ while I am fuing for indulgence to my 
former ftile, I have fallen into the fame kind of 
figurative didion which you condemn. But attack 
them if you pleafe, providefd you will immediately 
appoint a day when we may meet to difcufs thefe 
matters in perfon: you will then, either teach pte to 
be lefs daring, or I ft^all learn j^/^ to be more bold. 
Farewel 



LETTER XXVII. iTt? Lateranus. 

I Have had many occafions to obferve the power, 
the dignity, the majefly, and I will add too, 
even the divine efficacy there is in hiftory; but I 
never met with fo ftrong an inftanceof it as lately. 
An author had recited part of an hiftoricai per- 
formance, which he had drawn up with the utmoft 
regard to truth, referving the remainder for ano^ 
ther reading. When behold 1 the friends of a ccr- . 
tain perfon came to him, and carneftly conjured 
him not to recite the reft; fo much were they 
afhamed to hear thoft adlions repeated, which yet 
they did not blulh to commit ! The hiftorian com- 
plied with their rcqucfti as he honourably might, 
8 Never- 
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Ncverthelcfs, both the hiftory and the atStion ftili 
remain^ and will ever remain and be read. It will 
be read too with fo much the greater curiofity, as 
the publication is delayed : for nothing raifes the 
inquifitive difpofition of mankind fo much, as to 
defer its gratification. Farewel. 



LETTER XXVIII. roRouANvs. 

XrOUR letters have at length reached me, and 

-*• I received three at once ; all moft elegantly 

written, and in the warmeft fpirit of friendfhip ; in 

ihort^ fuch as I had reafon to expe6t from you, 

efpecially after having wifhed for them fo long. In 

one, you enjoin me the very agreeable commiffionf 

of forwarding your letter to that excellent lady, 

the virtuous * Plotina : I have forwarded them. 

N4 In 

• Plotina was confort to the emperor Trajan. Her virtues 
are celebrated by fever al hiftorians^ and our author draws a 
moft amiable charader of her ip few words, in his noble • pa- 
negyric upon that prince. He reprefents her (and he could not 
give a higher idea of her merit) as worthy the choice of that 
excellent emperor; of a fandtity of manners worthy of ancient 
Rome ; plain in her habit, modeft in her equipage, and jpolite 
in her addrefs. She greatly contributed, it is f faid^ to the 
wife choice which Trajan made of a fucce^Tor ; and Adrian, in 
gratitude for her good offices to him in that election, dedicated 
a magnificent temple to her memory, at Nifmes in Langue- 
* doc : the remains of which are ftili to be § feen. 

♦ Plin. Pancg. No. 83. ^ Eotrop. L. 8. c. 6. 

§ Montfauc. D'lar. p. 4. 
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In the fame letter you recommend to me Pot 
pilius Artemifiusj and accordingly I have per^ 
formed his requeft. You tell me alfo yjour 
vintage has proved extremely moderate. That 
complaint, notwithftandbg w« are feparated by 
fuch diftant countries, is common to us both. 
Your fecond letter informs me, that you are 
employed in didating and writing upon a fubjeft^ 
wherein you have me ftrongly in view. I am 
much obliged to youj and (hould be more fo^ 
if you would give me the pleafure of reading 
your performance. It is but juft ii^dced, that 
as^I communicate to you all my compofitions, 
you fhould fuffcr me to partake of yours, even 
thoVthcy Ihould turn, upon fubjeifts whith con- 
cern others. You prqmife me in the clofe pf 
this letter, that as foon as you Ihall be inform- 
ed with certainty, in what manner I intend to dif- 
pofe of myfelf, you will make an elopement from 
your family, and immediately fiy jto me : 1 am 
already preparing certain drains for you, which, 
when I have you here, you will by no means be 
able to break. I learn from your third, that 
my oration in behalf of Clarius lias been deli- 
vered to you, dnd that it appears morf full than 
^hen you heard it pronounced. It is fo, I cpn- 
fefsi for I afterwards very confiderably enlarge4 ' 

' it. 
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jit. You mention having ient me another letter, 
which you fay was written with peculiar confidera- 
jtion, and dcfire to know if T have received it: J 
have, hot, but impatiently w^it its arrival. In the 
mean while write to me by every opportunity, and 
pay me for this delay with interieft, which I fhall 
compute at the highcft rate : for tell me, can you 
jcxpcfl: I fliould acquit you upon pheaper terms f 
F^rewel. 



LETTER XXIX. T^RusTicys. 

AS it is better to excel in any Angle art, than 
to arrive only at mcdiqcrity in federal j fo, 
a moderate IkiU in feveral is to be preferred, 
where one cannot attain to perfeftion in any. 
Upon jthis maxim it is, that I have attempted 
compofitions of various forts, as I could not ex- 
peft to carry any particular one to its higheft ex- 
cellency. I hope, therefore, when you read any 
performance of mine, you will confider it with that 
iodulgence which is due to an author, who has not 
cpnfined himfelf to a fingle fubjeft, but has ftruck 
Qjut into different kinds of compofition. In every 
other, fort of workmjnlhip, the number pleads 
fQmc excufe for tlje deficiencies of the artifti and 

Jhall 
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Ihidl works of literature^ the moft difficult of all 
others, be tried by a fcverer law ? But whilft I am 
beipcaking your candour, am I not bringing my 
gratitude in queftion ? For, if you receive thefc 
laft pieces with the fame indulgence that you have 
all my former, I have more rcafon to hc^ for 
your praife, than to fue for your pardon: your 
pirdon, however, will be fufficient. Farewel. 



LETTER XXX. Tt? Geminius. 

'TT'OU have frequendy in convcrlatioii, and 
^ lately in a letter, commended your friend 
Nonius to me for his great liberality to certain 
particular perfons: I (hall join with you in ap- 
plauding him, if his bounty is not confined to 
thofe only whom you inention. I would have Him 
who defires to ftiew himfclf influenced by a Ipirit 
of true generoficy, be liberal to his country, his 
kindred,' his relations, and his friends 5 his friends, 
I mean, in diftrefs: not like thofe who chiefly 
bellow their prcfents, where there is the greatcft 
ability to make returns. I do not look upon fuch 
men as parting with any thing of their own; on 
the contrary, I confider their bounties as only fo 
many difguifed baits, thrown out with a defign of 
catching the property of others. Much of the 

fame 
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fame charafter arc thofe, who take from one man 
in order to beftow on another, and aim at a re- 
putation for munificence by fordid means^ The 
iirft and fundamental principle of genuine bene- 
ficence, is to be contented with one's own; and 
after that, to cherifii and embrace all the mofl: in- 
digent of every kind, in one comprehenfive circle 
of general benevqlence. If your friend obfcrvcs 
this rule in its full extent, he is entirely to be com- 
mended ; if he only partially purfues it, ftill he dc- 
ferves (in a lefs degree indeed, however, he de- 
fervcs) praife: fo uncommon is it to meet with 
an inftance of generofity even pf the moft imper- 
feft kind ! The luft of avarice has fo totally fcized 
upon mankind, that their wealth feems rather to 
poflcfs them, than they to poiTefs their wealths 
Farcwcl. 

LETTER XXXL 7i? Sardus. 

1 Still continued to enjoy your company, even 
after we had parted; for I entertained myfelf 
with reading your book. And I freqifendy pe- 
rufed, with particular complacency, (Ihoncftly own 
it) thofe paffagcii of which I am the fubjeft: a fub- 
jeft upon which, indeed, you have been extremely 
copious. With what a variety of expreffion, and 
in how many different lights have you placed the 

fame 
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fame (cntiments concerning the fame perfon ? Will 
you fuffer me to mingle my applaufcs with rtiy 
acknowledgments ? I can do neither, fufficiehtly ; 
and if I could, there would be fomewhat, I fear, of 
vanity, in making that perfon the fubjeft of my 
praxfc, which is, in truth, the-objeft of my thanks. 
I will only add then, that I thought your compK- 
mcnts to me raifed the merit of yjour perfprmance; 
as the merit of your performance heightened the 
pleafure of your compliments. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXn. ?> Titianus. 

WHAT are- you doing? And what do you 
propofe to do ? as for myfelf, I pafs my 
life in the mpft agreeable, that is, in the moft dif- 
chgaged manner imaginable. I do not find my- 
felf therefore in the humour to write a long letter, 
tho' I am to read one. I am too much a man of 
indolence for the former, and juft idle enough for 
the latter : for none are more indolent, you know, ^ 
than your fine gentlemen, or have more curiofity 
than thofe who have nothing to do. Farewel. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIII. Ti? Caninius. 

T Have met with a ftory, which tho' it is au- 
-■- thenticated by undoubted evidence, has all the 
air of fable, and would afford a very proper fubjedt 
for the cxercife of your truly poetical and fublime 
genius. It was related to me the other day at 
table, where the converfation happened .to turn 
upon various kinds of extraordinary events. The 
perfon who gave the account, was a man of unfuf- 
pedtcd veracity: — but what has a poet to do with 
truth? However, you might venture to rely upon 
his teftimony, even tho' ypu had thetharadler of a 
faithful hiftorian, to fupport* There is in Africa 
a town called Hippo, fituated not far from the 
fca-coaft:. it ftands upon a navigable lake, from 
whence a river runs into the main ocean, and ebbs 
and flows with the fea. Perfons of all ages divert 
themfelyes here with fifliing, failing or fwimmingj 
cfpecially boys, whom love of play and idlenefs 
bring hither. The conteft among them is, who 
Ihall have the glory of fwimming farthefti and he 
that leaves the fhore and his companions at the 
greateft diftance, gains the viftory. It happened 
in one of thefe trials of (kill, that a certain boy, 
more bold than the reft, launched out tov/ards the 

oppofice 
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oppofite fliorc* He was met by a dolphin % who 
fbmetimcs fwam before him, and (bmetimes 43ehind 
him, then played round him, and at laft took him 
upon his back, then fet him down, and afterwards 
took him up again j and thus he carried the poor 
frighted boy out into the deepeft part; when im- 
mediately he turns back again to the fhore, and 
lands him among his companions. The fame of 
this remarkable event Ipread thro* the town, and 
crowds of people flocked round the boy (whom 
they viewed as a kind of prodigy) to a(k him quef- 
tions and hear him relate the ftory. The next day 
the (horc was lined with multitudes of fpedtators, 
all attentively contempladng the ocean, and (what 
indeed is almoft itfelf an ocean) the lake. In the 
mean while the boys fwam as ufual, and among the 
reft, the youth I am Ipcaking of went into the lake 
but with more caudon than before. The dolphin 
again appeared and came to the boy, who together 
with his companions fwam away with the utmoft 
precipitation. The dolphin, as it were, to in- 
vite and recal them, leaped and dived up and 
down, darting about in a thoufand different con- 
volutions. This he pradifed for feveral days toge* 

thcr, 

* This animal i$ celebrated by feveral of the ancients for 
its philanthropy, and Pliny the elder in particular, relates 
this very ilpry, among other iniiances, in con&rmation of dia( 
notion. See ^iin, hilt, nat, 1. 9. c. 8. 
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ther, till the people (accuftomed from their in- 
fancy to the fea) began to be afhamed of their 
timidity. They ventured, therefore, to advance 
nearer, playing with him and calling him to them, 
while he> in return, fufFered himfelf to be touched 
and ftroked. Ufc rendered them more courage- 
ous : the boy, in particular, who firft had experi- 
enced the fafety, fwam by the fide of him, and 
leaping upon his back, was carried about in that 
manner: t^U5 they gradually became acquainted 
and delighted with each other. There feemed now, 
indeed, to be no fear on either fide, the confi- 
dence of the one, and tamenefs of the other mu- 
tually increafing; the reft of the boys in the mean- 
while furrounding and encouraging their compa- 
nion. It is very remarkable, that this dolphin 
was followed by a fecond, which feerticd only as vl 
fpedtator and attendant on the former 5 for he did 
not at all fubmit to the fame familiarities as the 
firft, but only conduced him backwards and for- 
wards, as the boys did their comrade.. But what is 
farther furprifing, and no Icfi true than that which 
I have already related, is, this dolphin who thus 
played with the ,boys, and carried them upon his 
back, would come upon the fliore, dry himfelf in 
the fand, and as foon as he grew warm, roll back 
into the fea. Oftavius Avitus, deputy govcrnour 

of 
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of the province, aftuated by an abfurd piece of fu- 
perilidon, poured ^ fome precious ointment over 
him as he lay on the (horc : the noveky and ftnell 
of which made him- retire into the ocean, and it 
was not till after feveral days that he was feeii 
again, when he appeared dull and languid ; how- 
ever he recovered his ftrength, and conrinued hisi 
ufual playfiil tricksi All the magiftrates round 
the country flocked hither to view this fight i the 
entertainment of whom upon their arrival, and dur- 
ing their ftay, was an additional expence, which 
the flendcr finances of this litde community would^ 
ill afibrd j befides, that the quiet and reurement 
of the place was utterly deftroyed. It was 
thought proper therefore to remove the occafion 
of this concourfe, by privately killing the poor 
dolphin. And now, with what a flow of tendernefs 
will you defcribe this afFefting ^ cataflirophe ! and 

how 



^ It was a religious ceremony pra^Ufed by the ancients, to 
pour precious ointments upon the ftatues of their gods : Avitus^ 
It is probable, imagined this dolphin w^s fome fea-^ivinity> 
and therefore expreifed his veneration of him by the folemnity 
of a facred un6lion, . , 

• The overflowing humanity of Pliny's temper breaks out 
upon all occafions, but he difcovers it in nothing more firongly 
than by the impreffion which this little (lory appears to have 
made upon him. True benevolence, indeed, extends itfelf 
thro* the whole coropafs of exigence, and fympathizes with 
the dillrefs of every creature capable of fenfation. Litile 

minds 
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how will your genius adorn and improve the in-* 
tcrefting ftory ! Tho*, indeed, the fubjeft does not 
require any fiftitious -embellifhrnents; it will be 
fufflcicnt to defcribe the fadt in all its real circum* 
ftances. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIV. To TKA^dijithvz. 

ASSIST me in fettling tny doubts, . I have, 
not, I am told, a good manner of read-* 
ing verfes : as my talent lies chiefly in reciting 
orations, I fucceed fo much the worfe, it feems, 
in poetry. I dcfign therefore, as I am engaged 
to recite fome poems to my particular friends, 
to rnake ufe of my freedman for that purpofe. 
It is an inftance, I own, of my treating theoi with 
little ceremony, that. I affign this bufinefs to a 
perfon who is himfelf not very expert in it. How- 
ever, 

minds may be apt to confidef a compaifion of this inferiour 
kind^ as an indance of weaknefs ; bat it is undoubtedly the 
evidence of a noble nature. Homer thought it not unbecom- 
ing the charade r even of a Hero^ to melt into tears at a diltrefs 
of this fort, and has given us a raoil amiable and afFeding pic- 
ture of Ulyffes weeping over his faitiiful dog Argus, when h9 
expires at his feet ; 



"OeVTU^ 9 ¥O0-J>IV l^UV OtTTOfJLQ^iobTO CUH^V^ 



Soft pity touched the mighty mafier^s foul ; 
Adoixm his cheek the tear unbidden fiole^ 
Stole unpercei'u* d ', he turned his head and dry^d 
The drop humane. 

Odyf. xvii. Popo 

Vou II. O 
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eircTy he will perform^ I am fure, better dian I can, 
provided his fears do not diiconcert him ; for he is 
as novel a reader as I am, a poet* Now the queC- 
tlon is, fym it becomes me to behave while he is 
dilcharging my office ; (hall I fit in a fix*d ajui in- 
dolent pofture, or follow him as he pronounces, 
with my looks, hands, and a low tone of applaufe ; 
in the manner of a certain pcrfon whom you 
know ? But I am apprehenfive, I can appropriate 
my * geftures no better than I can read, I repeat 
it again therefore', you muft extricate me out of 
this difficulty, and tell me truely, whether you 
think it more cxcufable to read ill, than to praftife 
or omit any of the circumftiances above-mentioned. 
FareweL 

LET. 

* In the original it is called Jaltatzo, which means a motion 
of thebandfi accommodated either to one's own» or another's 
clocnttoa. Our language does not fupply a proper word for 
this geftore^ as indeed we have too little occafibn to find the 
want of it ; the chsr^ncmic art, (b much Hudied by the an- 
cients* bdng in the number of thofe which have been long 
iince loft. But if the ^ indofia rufiica've manus^ the aukward 
and unmeaning difpolicion of the hands, would have fpoiled 
the nobleft fpeech at Rome or Athens that TuUy or Demof- 
thaatSp in all the warmth of their enlivening eloquence, ever 
delivered ; it would not, perhaps, be time ill employed, if oar 
modern orators would give a little more attention to the grace- 
ful management of thofe eflential inftruments of aiFedting 
elocution. This becoming art, fo far as it was conneddd 
with mafcnline oratory, Phny, moft certainly, could not but 
be well ikilled in : it is probable therefore, what he fays in 
this place, alludes to this affeBed manner which certain authors 
of his time bad fallen into, when they attended the rehearfal 

of 
• Ctumaillin. 
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LETTER XXXV. ro Aniv%. 

I HAVE received your book, and return you 
my thanks, but am at prefent too muqh 
engaged to have time to read its which> how« 
ever, i impatiently wiih to do^ I have that 
high reverence for literature in general, and for 
your compofitions in particular^ that I think it a 
fort of profanation to approach them but with a 
mmd entirely difcngaged. — I extremely approve 
of your care in reviling, your works i but re- 
member, correftnefs has its limits: too much 
polifhing rather wi^akens than ftrengthens. Ber 
fides, this excefllve delicacy, while it obftru£b other 
purfuits, nor only prevents any new attempts, but 
dpes aoc finifh even what it has begun. FareweL 

of their own workj ; and that thd whole turn of thi$ epifUe is 
ironic^. This conjedare ieems fapponed not only by tho 
ful>j€& of the letter* which is fcarce of importance enoagh to 
bear a ferious enquiry ; but aUb by the exprei&on he fets oat 
with, viz. £:cfigca sftttfli mum, which feemt to be of the ludi* 
crous kind. 



O a LE T- 
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LETTER XXXVL ToFtjscva, 

X?^OU defirc to know in what manner I.dilpofe 
of my time, in my fiimmer villa at Tufcum? 
I rife juft wheiv I find myfelf in the humour, tho^ 
generally with the fun; fometimes indeed fooner> 
but feldom later. When I am up, I continue to 
keep the fliutters of my chamber- windows clofed > 
as darknefs and filence wonderfully promote me- 
ditation. Thus free and abftrafted from thofe 
outward objcfts which diffipate attention, I am left 
to my own thoughts $ nor fufFer my mind to 
wander with my eyes, but keep nfty eyes in fubjeftion 
to my mind : by thefe means they are not diftrafted 
with a multiplicity of external objeds, and fee no- 
thing but what the imagination reprefents to them. 
If I have any compofition upon my hands, this is the 
time I choofe to confider it,, not only with relped 
to the general plan, but even the ftile and expref- ^ 
fion, which I revife and correft as if I were aftually* 
writing. In this manner I compofe more or lefs 
as the fubjeft is more or lefs difficult, and I find my 
memory able to retain it. I then call my fe-. 
cretary, and, opening the fliutters, diftate to him 
what I have compofed -, after which I difmifs hini 
for a little while, and then call him in again. 

About 
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About ten or eleven of die dbck ffor I do not 
obfcrvc ohe fixed hour) according ,as the weather 
proves, I cither walk upon my terrace, or in the 
covered porrico j and there I continue to meditate 
or diftate what remains upon the fubjeft in which 
I happen to be engaged. From thence I get into 
my chariot, where I employ myfelf as before, when 
I was walking or in my ftudy; and find this 
changing. of the fcene refi-efties and enlivens mf 
attention. At my return, I repofe myfelf j then 
take a walk, and after that, repeat aloud fome 
Greek or Latin oration, not fo rtiuch for the fake 
of ftrengthening my voice * as my digeftion ; 
tho' indeed the power of the voice at the fame 
time is improved by this praftice. I then'^walk 
again, am anointed, take my exercifes, and go into 
the bath. At fupper, if I have only my wife, or 
a: few friends with me, fome author is redde to us 5 
and after fupper, 'we are entertained either ^ith 
mufic, or an interlude. -When that is finiflied, I 
take my walk with my family, in the number of 
which, I am not without fome perfons of litera*- 
ture. Thus we pafs our evenings in various con- 

O 3 vcrfations 

** By the regimen which Pliny here follows^ one would 
imagine, if he had not to!d us who were his phyficians, that 
the celebrated Celfus was in the number. That author ex- 
prefsly recommends reading aloud, and afterwards walkings 
as beneficial in diforders of the ftomach ; Si quis ftomacbo la- 
iotat, Ugtre dare d^ii ; foft kQiontm ambulare, ^c. Celfi 
inedic. L. i.e. 8« 
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veifation; and the day^ even when it is at the 
longefti fteals imperceptibly away. Upon fome 
Qccafions I change the order in certain of the 
articles above* mentioned* For inftance, if 1 have 
ihidied ledger or walked more than vfual ; aftser 
my iecond fleep, and reading an oration or two 
aloud> inftead of uling my chariot, I get on horfe- 
back i by which means I take as much exerciie^ 
and lofc lefs time. The vifits of my fficnds from 
the neighbouring villages daim fome part of the 
day i and fometimes, by an agreeable interruption, 
they conie in very fcafonably to relieve me when 
I am fatigued. I now and then amufe myftlf* 
with fporting, but always take my tablets into the 
field» that if I fhould not meet with game, I may 
at leaft bring home fomething*'. Piart of my time 
too, is allotted to my tenants, thp' indeed not fo 
much of it as they dcfire : and I return from fct* 
tling their ruftic controverfies with a better relilh 
to my ftudies and more elegant occupations. 
Farewcl. 

* Sec B. !• let. 6. and the note there. 
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LETTER XXXVIL TqVavusvb. 

AS you are not of a <Jilpo(ition to expeft ftpm 
your friends, the cornmon ceremonicsof 
the world, when they cannot obferve them 
without inconvenience to themfclvesj fo I too 
warftily love you to, be apprehenfive you will 
take it unkind, my not waiting upon you on 
the firft day of your entrance upon die con- 
fular office; efpecially as I am detained here. 
by the neceffity of letting my farm's upon long 
leafes. I am obliged to enter upon an entire new 
plan with my tenants: for, under the former 
leafes, tho' I made thenl very confiderable abate- 
ments, they have run greatly in arrear. For this 
reafon feveral of them hive, not only taken no 
fort of care to leflen a debt, which they foimd 
themfelves incapable of wholly difchargjng; but 
even feized and confumed all the produce of the 
lands, in the belief that it would now be no ad* 
vantage to themfelves to fpare it. I muft therefore 
obviate this increafing evil, and endeavour to find 
out fome remedy againft it. The only one I csui 
think of is, not to referve my rent in money, but 
in kind, and fo place fonie of my fervants to over- 
look the tillage, and guard the ftock; as indeed 

O4 .there 
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there IS no for; of revenue more agreeable to rea- 
fon, than what arifcs from the bounty of the foil, 
the feafons> and the climate. *Tis true, this me- 
thod will require great integrity and diligent at- 
tendance in the pcrfon I appoint my bailiff, and 
put me to the expence of employing many hands. 
'However, I muft hazard the experiment; and, as 
"in an inveterate diftemper, try every change of re- 
•gi'menr. " You fee, it is not any pleafurable indul- 
gence that prevents my attending you on the firft 
day of your confulftiip. I (hall celebrate it never- 
thelefs, with as much feftivity as if I were prefent, 
and pay my vows for you here, with fcntiments of 
the warmcft joy and congratulation. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXVIII. ?(? Saturninus. 

\^ E Si I finccrely applaud your friend Rufus j 
^ not becaufe you defire me^ but becaufe I 
think he highly merits approbation. I have perufed 
his very finiflied performance; to which, tho' my 
affeftion for the author added a <:onfiderable re-r 
commendation, yet it did not blind my judgement j 
for the malicious critic^ is not, I truft, the only 
jiidicious reader. Farewel. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXXIX. ?i Mustius. 

IN coixipliance with the advice of the * Aruf- 
pices, I intend to rebuild and enlarge the 
tennple of Ceres, which ftands upon my eftate. It 
is indeed a very ancient fabric, and tho' extreme- 
ly fmall, yet upon a certain dated anniverfary is 
much frequented. On the 13th of September 
great numbers of people from all the country 
round affemblc there: at which time many affairs 
are tranfafted, and many vows paid and offered i 
but there is no fhelter for them againftthe incle- 
mency of the weather. I think therefore, I fhall 
perform an aft both of piety and munificence, if at 
the fame time chat I build a beautiful temple, I add 
to it a fpacious portico; the firft for the fervicc 
of the Goddefs, the other for the ufe of the 
people. I beg you to purchafe for me four 
marble pillars, of whatever kind you fhall think 
proper; as alfo a quantity of marble for laying 
the floor and incrufling the walls. You muff 
likewife either buy a ftatue of the Goddefs, or 
procure one to be made; for, age has maimed, 

in 

* The buiinefs of the Arufpices was, to examine the beafls 
which 'were offered in facrifice, and from thence to foretel 
ihe faccefs of any enterprize. 
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ID hme partSj the ancient one of wood which 
ftands there at prcfent. With rc(pc£t to the por- 
tko> I do not rccoHeft there is any thing you can 
lend me that will be ferviceable; t^ntefs you will 
iketch me out a plan fuitable to the (ituauon of 
the place. It is not praflicable to build it round 
the temple^ becaufe it is encompafled on one fide 
hj the river, whofe banks are exceedingly fteep j 
and on the other, by the high roddi. Beyond this ^ 
toad lies a very large meadow, in which the por- 
tico may be conveniently enoi^h placed, oppofite 
to the temple; unlels you, who know fo well how 
to con<Jucf by art the inconveniencies of nature^ 
can propofe fome better plan. FareweL 



LETTER XL- TcFv^cvs. 

"^I^OU are much pleafed, I find, with the ac- 
count I gave you in my former * letter, of 
the manner in which I fpend the fummer feafbn at 
Tufcumj and dcfire to know what alteration I 
itiafcc in my nicthod, when I am at Laurentinum 
in the winter? None, except abridging myfelf of my 
Oecp at noon, and employing fcvcral hours both 
before day- light and after fun-fet infludy:.but 

if 

* See Let. 56. of this book, p. 196. 

5 " 
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if any public bufinefs requires 1117 early attendance 
at Rome, (which in winter very frequendy hap- 
pens) inftead of having interludes or mufic af- 
ter fupper, I meditate upon what I have pre« 
vioufly diftated, and by often reviling it in my 
own mind, fix it the more ftrongly in my memory* 
Thus I have given you a general Iketch of my 
mode of life both in fummer aqd winter; to 
which you may add the intermediate feafons of 
fpring and autumn: in thefe, no part of the day 
is loft in fleep or diflipadon as in fummer; fo 
fome time is gained for bufinels or ftudy by the 
nights being Ihorter than in winter. FareweL 
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LETTER*!. Tt^ the Emperor Tr ajah. 

THE pious affeftlon you bore, moft fdcred 
Emperor, to your auguft father; induced 
you to wifli it might be late ere you fuccecdcd 

him* 

* The greater part of the following letters, were written by 
Piiny during his adminiitracion in the province of Bithynia. 
They are of a flile and charadier extremely different frona 
chofe in the preceding colleftlon ; whence ibme critics have 
injudiciouily infer'd, that they are the produdion of another 
hand ; not confidering, that the occafion neccffarily required 
a different manner* In letters of buiinefs, as thefe chiefly are, 
turn and fentiment would be foreign and impertinent ; polite* 
tiefs and elegance of expreQion being the eflentials that con- 
ftitute perfeaion in this kind : and in that view, tho* they may 
be lefs entertaining, they have notlefs merit than the former. 
But beiides their particular excellence as letters, they have a 
farther recommendation as fo many valuable pieces of hidory, 
by throwing a ftrong light upon ' the character of one of the 
moil amiable and glorious princes in the Roman aniiaJs. Tra- 
jan appears throughout, in the molt ilriking attitude that a 
ibvereign can be placed ; in the exertion ^i power to the 

godlike 



ao8 THE LETTERS BookX^ 

Him. But the immortal Gods thought proper to 
haflen the advancement of thofe virtues to the 
helm of the commonwealth, which had already fo 
fuccefsfuUy Ihared in the fteerage *. May you then, 
and the world thro' your means, enjoy every prof- 
perity worthy of your reign : to which let me add 
my wiflies, moft excellent Emperor, upon a pri- 
vate as well as public account, that your health 
and fpirits may be preferved firm and unbroken. 

LETTER II. To the Emperor Trajau. 

, VrOU have occafioned me, Sir ^ an inexpreflible 

pleafure, by deeming me worthy of enjoying 

the privilege which the laws confer on thofe who 

have 

godlike purpofes of juftice and benevolence : and what one of 
the ancient hiftorians has faid of him, is here eminently verified, 
that «* ^f rather chofe to be lo'v^d than flatter'' d by his people,'^ 
To have been diftingui&ed by the favour and friendfhip of a 
monarch of fo exalted a charadler, is an honour that refle£ls the 
brighteft luilre upon our author ; as to have been ferved and ce- 
lebrated by a minifter of Pliny '5 genius and virtues, is the no- 
bleft monument of glory that could have been raifed to Trajan. 

* Nerva, who fucceeded Domitian, reigned but fixteen 
months and a few days. Before his death, he not only adopted 
Trajan, and named him for Jbis fucceflbr, but aftually admitted 
him into a (hare of the. government ; giving him the titles of 
Cee/ar, Germat^icus, and Imperator. Vid. Plin. Paneg. 

** Tae tranflator has ventured to render the appellative 
Dominusy^y that oi Sir, not l^ecaufe he. is fatisfied with the 
Itridl propriety of the title, kut as thinking it lefs exception- 
able than any other our language affords. That Pliny could 
not intend it as a tjde of royalty, feems evident from feveral 
paiTages in his panegyric, wliere whenever he uTes it ir> that 
fenfe, he conflantly includes in it a notion of tyranny. [Vid, 
Paneg. XLV. No. 4:LV, No.>. LXXXV. No. i.] Accord- 

ingi/ 
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have three children. F9r, altho^ it was from an in- 
dulgence to thexequeft of the very worthy Servili- 
anus, diftinguifhed ,i)y.his jiffe&ionite. attachment 
to your pe'rfoh/diat you granted this "favour ; yet 
I have the fetisfaftion to find by the words of your 
rcfcript, that ytfu cawTqylied rfte"-moi!e willingly, ai 
his application was in m;^ bdiaJ^. - 1 cannot but 
look. upon myfetf as iii poflfeffion ^crf" my utmoft 
wifli> after haiHng thus received^ at the entrance 
of. your aUfpicioos. g6vcrnmeat> fo diftinguifliing a 
fjiark. of :your. {)eculiar regard; at the fame time 
that it confiderably hei^cns my defirc of leavii^ 
a family^ behirtd mei I *as hot intirely without 
this defire even in the late moft- wretehed times ^> 
as my two marriage^ will indwe you to be- 
Jieve 5 but the Gods decreed it better, by referving 
cvecy. valuable privily to tire bounty of your ge- 
nerous difpenfaciowi. And indeed the fetisfaftion of 
being a father will be fb much the greater to me 
noWi that I can look forward to the enjoyment of 
that felicity ^ the fuD fecijrity of public, freedom. 

ingly w^ find^ugallu5. rcfufing.iljc tith 4yf.Dmifms, as con 




But h ^pears JTroij^.a pafla^e ija Scpeca, ^t the Romans 
ibp word Pominus as a general title .of refpcfti.^^wj,^/^^ 



tufed 

mnfuceurrit, l>9mmps^pellamus,^i&p^liig^''l^^ Aiijl.in thit 

lower fenfc, P^jay, i% fliouJd feein,Jicrc^eiDpby»it. jr -» ..J 

*; Alluding to the wcccraUe jjpl^ 9(^m »,', oT" 

Wll. P LET^ 
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LETTER in. To tbeEf^&er'yviAJMt. 

TH£ cjepcrie n ccy moft excellent EiUper^r^^ 
I have had of yotnr unbounded genera* 
fity to me> in my own perfon, encoumges me to 
hope I maybe yet &rther obliged to it, in th^t 
of my friends. . Voconitis^ Roroanus. (who was 
my inieparable compaiuon and chamber-feUow at 
ichdol) claims the firft rank in that number; in 
confeqoence d which I petitioned your fiicred 
fkther :to promote him to the dignity of the 
Senatdrial order. But the completion of my 
requeft is refervefl to your goodnefs; for, his 
mother had not then advanced^ in the manner 
the law direds, the fiiur hundred thoufand ' ie-» 

• '"• - 'ftcrces 

* In the original it U/eftertn quadriaginttes^- that is^ about 
326,oo>6L'*fter7ilig; a fmiivfo irn'mod^ate/du^ ihe^commen- 
Cators have fufpeSed (and with great reafon) fotne erroar muft 
have crept Into the t^t.' Buchnerq^ ^nd Groirovius imagine it 
IhbuB be read qaaterdeciis or quadf^agus ; butAhis feems to be 
ftill cariying it moch too high. ' The cenfus hnrntwius^ or the 
c<!a!te r^uibtef to qaali^ a man to be a iki&hiber of the fenate, 
was, after different f^golatians.'iet&e^ it lengthy by Augnlb^ 
at 1,200,000 feftefces, equal to aboflt -^^,600 K of ouf money. 

it probably fiboattus hi Pfitiy's time; f<^r as it' appears 
y the T9th Icitcr-olFthcfirtl book* that the cenfui ifuefiris was 
^^b,o<y) fiaittwr, which^lMdft the fiiiA W^ it at in the 

*rcign <iF' AiigttftiwVfb it IWtt not perhaps be;unrcafqnable to 
into from thener, th^r the v^^yirfAW/w hai not" yet nn« 
dergofie any 'titeraticRi findt tke time 0f thiit emperor, as they 
* » V -; ' .- ~ fccm 



, fterces whldi (be engaged to glv^ .U^^ t^hv 
letter to the late Etnpei^or ydbr father : Thm ^o^ 
mife, ho'vuse ver, by my^adidcoflielms fioee pQdcffme(i 
-having conveyed to him a iuffictenrt^ftaite ia^-foiic), 
«wtth ait the neceiOlary fornialtties. ^The difflcy^d^ 
therefore being removed which deferred the gc^tifv 
cation of our wjfbes> it is with full cooi&ieoceJE 
venture to aflure you of the .meritof my,fri««i 
Romanus, heightened .and adorn'd as it is> i^t 
only by the liberal and politef arts^ l^ut i^ynhjs 
extraordinary tcndcrnels to his parents. It is to 
that virtue he owes the prcfcnt liberality of his 
mother, as well as his immediate ** fucceffion to 
his late father^s eftate, and alfo his having* beto 
adopted by his father-in-law. Toih^fajjerfoMl 

feem to have borne a c6rtftiD{nK>|x>nitoto4ftekoditr. Bor 
^thcCe reaibn» therefore, both the common reading, ancl the 
emendation of the above-mentioned critics^ is rejeSed in the 
tranflation, and the conjecture p( a late * editor adopted, 
' who foppofes it might be qiiaiirhtgrnterum millium, ifbo,*opO 
fefterces, or about j,200 1 1 of our money. It has been qctejj^ 
tionedy whether by this cat/us /enatorius we are to uflderitand 
the yearly income of the eftate, or only the entire value of 
it : but the moft generally received opinion is^ that it me^s 
the latter, including both real and perfonaL 

^ Meaning, perhag9, that tho' he was under age when bis 
father died, yet he had fo much coniBdence in the prudence 
of Roman us, that he did not appoint him, as afual, a 
guardian by his will; but left him totbe immediate poSeffiou 
of his eftate, ^ ' ; • • 

f Geiacnu* 
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quaMAcaimSy the weald^ and rankofhts&miljr 
gii^ ill increafe of luftrc; and I perfoade myfelf 
JcwiBbe (bme a ddi t i on al recommendation^ that 
I am^a foUcitor in his behalf. Let me then intreat 
you» Sir, to enable me to congratulate Romanus> 
6n (b defirable an occafion; and at the fame time 
to indulge an eameft^ and I hope laudable ambi- 
riori df having it in my power to boaft, that your 
ftvourable r^;ards are extended, not only to myfelG 
but to my firiend. 



LETTER tV.Xpi^y^o the Empeiror Trajam. 

WHElhf ty yoiir gracious indulgence. Sir, 
t was appointed to prelide at the ^ trea* 
fary. of Saturn> I imaiediately renounced all en- 
: \ gagcment$ 

<« N.B. The following letters to the ^oth, are not ranged 
in the fame order as they ,are placed in any of the Latin 
edition*; the tranflator haying taken tke^ liberty of chang- 
i.ig their fituation* for the fake of bringing fome letters to~ 
. gether which throw a light upon each other. The figures 
included between this mark [ 3 refer to the order in which 
Uiey commonly ftand. 

. - ^ The public treafure wa& kept in the temple of Satam# 
where the fpoils of %\^ conquered natipnt were depofited. 
IliUuc CvS^ Seized upon^his tempU in the tio^e of the civil 
war; and what an immenfe wealuT that plunde^ llirfyy into 
his hands* may be judged by the ieiegant de^cnption whifb 
Lttcan gives of the riches it contained : 
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gtgeimilts of the bar, (asihdced; I aHM^ Uteddl 
bu(iqef$of that kind witbth€^iisil£&msrcfttb«^^ 
^t no ^Vocations might cattoff my attmotm fi»ai 
the dutiea of th^t poft:torwlB£frI,l¥BiS|mifnfiteii 
d?dr this^jeafonir^hcftij^Yrovbcdof Afiic^rf^ 
tioned ch^ fenate9 that I ti%ht be pprmtttcdtoiiiai* 
• )5 / ''0 ■• 'P'J' *• . :w'i '' c<feitak6 



> tunc condttus tmo 



"- ';; *^' ' '[['"' "LVCAK. Bi, 155. 



At length the facred ^orehoafe oped l^Id, ^ ^ 
The hoards «^aldi '^ itg.|s^|>^(l WplAy'd : •< r:.uOW 
7if;;«: mig^tbe^e^i the funis prwd Cfi^ajj| fcij^. ,.,^ 
Her long impending rum to- prevent j ' '"^ "^^ 

Ti&^tf heaped the Macedonian treafures ihowsisiiqmol 
What great Flaminias and ^milius won 
,, From van<|ui(hM Phflip». and his hapleis f^iu . .. .q 



1 

. r^fr^r lay what flying fyrrhus^loft, the^dlcl ' "^ ^ ... 
ScornM by the *patriot'ibopcftyofoM; ;^ ^^l,'^'? ;,' 
Wh'Sifc'er our parnnionibtis fires could^fave: * ^^ 



.-i~.l4 Jill 



*. Whafulbutary gifts rich Syria gave ; 
' The hundred Cretan cities ample fpoU ^ 
, What Cato gathered frbto the Cypriiintfle; 

Riches of captive llings by PoflQpey borne 

In happier days his triumph' to adorn, ' ' 

From utmoil India, and the rifing mom ; 

Wealth infinite ! Rows. 



\ 



Pliny the elder has ^iven a f particular valuation of this 
treafure which Caefar feized, both in gold and filver plate, and 
in coin ; the amount of which, according to Dr. Arbuthnot's 
computation, is,-— 1,093,9791. 3 s. 4d. But if there is no 
midake in thefe fums, Caefar did not take away by far fo much 
as he brought in; for Plutarch relates |, that he placed at 
one dme in the treafury, 65,000 talents ; which, according to 
the fame ingenious author's calculation, is equivalent to 
l2,593>7SO pounds. Arb. Tab. 191. 

* F|bfiG)U|. f Hift. Nat. K 33. c. 3« J; In vit Catfae. 
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\ dlQjb.'cabieagkiiiftM^nufcPHfcus^ Icotcufed 

fwas^i dknncd^ tBu^osHmi afcerward^ the conii 
i&Aripn^eibdJ rioffftheiehotp &6Uld a|^y to ut 
i^aupp )ti)ii iiodeavoar to'^mil'wichaas^tayieldto 
i&iDdfaKttianq^iaDd <fofibr j^ur ilamt«r to b^ thrown 
jilttnihe ' urn J I thotigfet it moft fuitablc to that 
tranquillity and good order which fo happily dif- 
tinguiihes your. tifnea^ not to oppofe (^fpccially 
in.Co,re§fo^^blp. an article) the ^ will of'thit diiguft 
aife'mbly. And> as I am. defirous that all my 
words and a^iom may receive the ^i^ibn ofyour 
cxcdpl^ffMme^ I hope, you' wilI'^$|>prove of my 

rmplianw;- - 
* Other fcnitdrs, as well as Pluif, iizk'ettvfti tWtafelves, 
it feems, from und'ertaking the xnanagement of thiscaufe; it 
was propofed therefore^ that they (hoold (^aft lots ; which is 
the meaning of "TufFerirg their nanies to be thfoi<^n into an 
«' nm ;** an urn. being made ufe of in dccifions of this kind^ 
Accordingly, th^ lot fell upon bur author* and his great friend 
^he famous Cornelius Tacitus, See B. '2. let. 1 1, where thcr« 
is a foil account of this trial 
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tETTER V. txxi.] The Eiiipira^ TuAjAK 
■ ' ' /^ Pliny* * ' -'* 

\rbJ3 aAed a^ IScHincr a gbbd cmzcnfaiid^a 
* worthy ibiator,bjr payiHg bftcdic^^ 
juft reqiufition of that auguft affembly: and I 
have full confidence you will faithfully difcharge 
thebufinef&you^ya;UiyieitaI;:efK -^ - / 



HiAving been aHacked laft yearly; a-finrere aiid 
dangepous^iUne^ I employed a ^ phyficki% 
.ivholc care anddiligcaicci Sir, I cannot Xuffickndf 
Reward, but by ybur graciDus affiftance. I intmat 
you therefore to tmkc him a ^ denizen of JR^canei; 
fbr a&'he is the freedmant>fafore^er,he]s>cot|- 
i^quen^Iy/ himfelf alfa a foreignqr. ^ His name is 
r, ,". ^ *• P4. '. .^G : , ' .i^&fc. 

* The phyiidans among the ancients Wo-e^iftingiiifhed'^. 
cording to the paccicalar i>rattch of-pra6bke to whi^h tbjBy 
confined themfelvcs. The phyfician here mentigned, Pliny 
cails Idtralipies, that is, one ivho applied eternal i»iAiott«» . . 

^ There was a difference between the Jus CMtaiis and the 
Jus ^tritium ; the former not extending to the fame pri- 
vileges as the latter, ^vhich comprehended whatever advan* 
tages a free native of Rome was entitled to: juft ip the fame 
manner as with us there is a diftioftion between denizatioii 
and naturalization* 
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Harpocras; his patroness (who has been dead a 
capA4erat))c^^ y9^ Theriputhb the daughter of 
Theon. I farther intreaj;^ v^u to bcftow the foil 
privileges of a Roman citizen upon Helia and An* 
tonU ^aimerK 4% freed womea^f Antonia Maxi* 
miUa, a lady, of gre«meFit,.,4t,i^.ather defut* 
I ipakc this requeft^ ., - - .,,. 



L E T T fi R VIL [xxii.] to th ' 
Emperor Trajan. 

Return jm thanks, $ir». foi; yo^r rea^7jcanfi« 
pliance with my defire^ in granting the com* 
plete privileges of a ROrjaali^ oa the freedwomen of 
a hdy^to whom I am allied $ ftnd alio for makiiig 
Pbrpocxis my phyfidan a. denizen of ^Rom^» 
Siit.when,:agre«Jbly 10 your dire6tipns,.I.gayp 
m'an jaccount/of his Age ahd cftate, I was in- 
fermpd by thofe who are . better (killed in thefe 
mfliiirs than I. pretend to be> /that as he is ^n 
• jE^yptian, I ought tQ have previoufly obtain- 
'.cd for hiqi . the^.treedona pX,4kxandria, before' 
he was' made free- of Rome^ - I confeis, indeed, 
that as I. was ignpri^nt qf ^ny difference in this cafe 

^. ; r'. ' between 

*• • t 

♦ Pliny iD^ntiQQ^rhis reqqsft to.\>e at th« particujar define 
.pf Maxiiijilla', becaafe nothing of this kind could legally be 
granted to a freedman, without the confent of his patron; a 
pame which was given to ^« maftei* of a flave vyhom he had 
clnancipatied* 



betwecn^thofe bf^Egfptlaiid bAflficcgtnftiKcsi,!} 
<fbntehted mytclf yA^ otAy ^i^niut^^ 
he hsd hctn mahiftnized byia fore%ti hiiy,:kmgr 
fince (k^^afed. W^owtret^ it is an ignorance Iloui^; 
not regret^ fince it affords me an opportunity of re- 
ceiving .firom yoaa dpuUe ohliga^on in £^qw.o( 
the fame perfbn/ That I may legally ^erefbre 
enjoy the beoelit of ryour gopdnefi, I. beg. yap 
wDukl foe pleafid to tgnmc him the ii'eedom of the 
cky «of Ale3Eaiidri% jsamdl as thtt c^Rome. AM 
that your graeiotas iitfelitioiis m^y :no^<nect;W^ 
any &rther ohftacles^ I have takea care» as j^o^i 
^ire£ted> to fcnd?aa . aqoouot to yxHlr freedipanjof 
his'i^ andpofleiTions^^ 



^' 



' .\X E T T E R VIIL [xxiii. j ^e Empet^ ' 
TrAjan /^ Puny. 

IT is my refolurion, in purfuance of the maxiih 
obfe^ved by the pfinees my predeceflpre^ to be 
extremely cautious in granting the frMdom of the 
city of Alexandria; however, fince yoa have ob- 
tained from m6 the fre^om of Rome for your phy- 

iician 

« Upon what occafion the honoqr of this peculiar diftinflioa 
was granted in favour of Alexandria does not appear; poffibly 
it might be in gratitade to a country to whicu the Romans 
were fo highly obliged^ being fupplied with the greatefl part 
of their corn from Kgypt. Thi^ city, founded by Alexander 
the great, was efteemed the moA confiderable in the worl4 
ja^xt'tp-(h»t of Kome. It is novy; called Scandtrick, 
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SuDiHafpocn^ I cannot refufe you tHis^otheri^^ 
qttcft*LcYmi:im\^ kc m0tkaow.tQ:?diat diftri^ he. 
t}dbig9jb(ftaitTl myL&tftifou arlemr 4:a my gpodr 
friaidIPoaq)eiitt:nkiit3i ^^veriMfijr of Egj^ . 

-->■« ' • ^ i' ••- , '■ .' «•! - " . ...: •. , - „- 

t!t'^,T £ K tXi' [yi J Via theEmptrtnr Trajan. 

ICiiliriot^ coipitiGb Str^^theJpk&fixe^y lettito 
^^ave me^ -iif which 1 anijiii€^nned chiti yoa 
lia*!^ iMde ffif'pbffkriaia Haipacia8.aLdtfni»iT<if 
A8e*andi<a;' Tiitc^thAandiAg ycmr nfohitiDa tb 
fi^w ^e^ lAa^tto of y^ur predecefibfk m tUs 
l^btlAv by biiDg txt^emdy- castiDfiMi b granting 
that privilege. Agreeably- ^to -^tir dirc&tQftSi • I 
acquaint you that Harpocras belongs to the diftrid 
of* MemphiSu I iptreat ypu^ther^rnoft gfacbus 
Emperor, to lend me as you prpmifedj a letter to 
your good friend I^ompeius Planta> governour of 
£gypt.-H ••.. 

As I purpdfc (in order to have tht eariieft ^nj<$- 

:«ttentof your prefence, fp arctenjl)Li«riibcd for |iere) 

to go to/-nwet/you5 I beg^. Sir, you >would 

pernok nae' io tix^end my journey as far as pof- 

ifibk. 

» One of theibur gwremoie&is of Lower Egypt. . 



LpT- 



LET TER X. [vi.3 Ifo the Emperor y^^^ 

IN my late Indifpofirion, I was greatly obligee^ 
Sir, to Pofthumius Marinus, my phyfician j 
and I cannot make hini aifuiial^b' reTjtii^j, Tbut by 
the affiftance of your ^^cioas indulgence. I in- 
treat you then to make Chryfippus Mithridates 
-and his wife Stratonica, (who are related to Ma- 
rinus) deni:^^ns of Rome. I inr^lofd llkiwifo^e 
Tame privitege ih favour of 'fipigontffe arid' Miihit- 
daiesj flie two foas^df ChryfrppuS; but With this rfc^ 
ftri£li6p,Vthat theymay femairi under tfte'daminioh 
of their fatherland yet preferve their right of pa- 
tronage over their* own freedmen. I farther in- 

treat 

• The extetifive power, of paternal agthority, was {as h|^ 
been obferved in the notes above) peculiar to the Romans ; 
but after Chryfippus was'^ made a denizen of Rome> he ^s 
not, it (hould feem^ confequentialJjfr entitled t6 that privilege 
over thoie children which were born before his denization* 
0» the btlier hand, if it wa^i^xprefdy ^granted him. his chfl- ^ 
dren could not preferve their right of patronage over their 
own freedmen, becaufe that right weUld of courfe devolve to 
their fathexy by means of this acquired dominion over them. 
The denization therefore of his children, is as exprefsly foli* 
cited as his own. But bojth parties becoming ^zrltes, the 
children by this creation, and not pleading in rignc of their 
father, would be patns famK Tp prevent whi^h, the claafe 
is added, it a ut^nt in patris poteJjUite ; sls ilysxt h another to 
fave to them their ng^t» of ..patr(Hiage over their freedman, 
thi^they were reduced in patriam pot^aUm. 
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treat you to grant the full privileges of a Roman 
citizen to L. Satrius Abafcantius^ P. Casfius Pho£* 
phorus, .and Panclwia Sqteris. This rcqueft I 
makb'with the'confent of their patrons. 



\^ ^ 1.ETTER XL.[kxiv.] to the 



f J: 



"FTEJI your kte (acred father^ Sir, had, in 
a npbjle Ipeeqh, as well as by his own gencr 
,rqu3 example, exhoirted and encQijra^ed thc'public 
jor ads of munificericf f' 1^ implored his pcrmiffion 

to remove the fcveiral ifetiic3 which I^had of the 
^fi:j;er emperors, to * jfny corporation ; and at the 
.fame time requefted the liberty of adding his own to 

the number. For as I had hitherto continued them 
in the rcfpe6tivc places whercin^they ftood when 
.they came into my pofTelEori by, feveral different 
'inheritances; thfey were difperfed in diftant parts of 

iny cftatc. He was pl»fed to gra,nt my reqyeft, and 

it the fame time to give me a very; ample teftimony 

' • ^' -r:- ':- •. . '. .' . .. ^ ../ . of 



* It is highly probable, upon comparing Let. 4.' B. 5. and 
Let. I. B. 4. that by thetDrporation-hcr^ dentioncd, Pliny 
means Tifirkum Tibmuuh,^^T€itta^ Cajhila, ^As^it is now 
called r^whkh citf had piit ttfdf and^n iiis. patronage aad 
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of his approbationi I immediately^ therefc^e wrote 
toithc Dtco:X\\yXO]dtS^ediey would allot a pieccof 
gr6un(i» wpon whiph.l mjgljt^crea a temple at my 
own.ei^penc^ s sbid they^ as a mark of their honour^- 
ing my defign^ offered me, the choice of any fite I 
fhould think p'rop^. However, my own indifpofi- 
tioa ia tbe:firft plaqe^ and afterward- that of your fa« 
ther» together with the. duties of tt^ at employment 
with which you were botkpleaied to intruftme> pre- 
vented me from eicecutit^ my intention. But I have 
npWy r.thinkt>a conyenient opportipmty of making 
on excu^Go^. for that purpofe, as my monthly 
'^ attendance ends on die firft of §q)tember> and 
there are feveral feftivals in the month follow- 
ing» My firft petitioi^therefore is,.that you would 
permit njc to adorn with your ftatue the temple I 
, am. going to raife; and thd next (in brder tro the Car- 
rying on of my defign with all pofllble expedition) 
that you would indulge me with Iqave of abfence. 
It would ill become the fincerity I profefs, were^I 
to diflfemble, that your goodneii in complying with 
this defire, will at the fame time be extremely 
ferviceabk to me in my own private afFairsu . If 



^ Piiny enjoyed the- office of trenfarer in coiijanaion whh 
CoraatQs Tertutltts. It was the cuilom dt Rome-lisytlMife 
who bad cdleagaes to admtfiifter the-jdutjlea 6f tbcir poftpvbjr 
monthly turnt* ^Bi^hnir^^, *^' .^ ;':«* 
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is abfoltKely nctctEatrj I fhould not defer My long- 
er the iletting of my lands ia that province; for, 
bcfidcs that they amount to above ' four hundred 
thoufand feftcrccs, the feafon for dreflSng the vine- 
yards is approaching, and ifA^/btitinefstouft fell ^pon 
my new tenants* The badncfs of the wcaihcr like- 
wife, for feveral years paft, obliges me to think 
of making fome abatements- in my rents j which I 
cannot poffiWy fettle unlefs I am prefent. I &all 
he indebted then to your indulgence. Sir, both as 
forwarding this public adl of piety, and givii^ 
me the opportunity of fettling my private affairs, 
if you win .be pleafed to grant me ''leave to be 
abfent for thirty dSys. I cannot limit a fhorter 

... J - .... 

^ About 3,2091, ilf riling; the annual inca^n^p of Pliny's 
eflate in TaA:anjr. He mentions another neaf Comam in 
the dtttehy of Mikn> the yearly value o£ which does n^t ap- 
pear. We find .hini Jikewife co^fidering about the purchafe 
of an e^zXe, for which he was to give about 24,000!. of 

joor.^oiooexrbvt iiyhether he ever completed that, purchafe* 
it uncertain. [See Book 3. let. 19.] This however we 
are {are of, that his fortunes were but moderate, ceniidering 

• ,hu thigh .ftaooi^ atifd .xiecefiary , ei^enfi^s.; [JSee Bopk 2. 
jet. 4.]. and yet« by the advantage of a judicious cBconomy, 
«ve have feet) him in the conrfe of thefe letter^ exevcifing 
» liberality^ of which after-ages have furnilhed no 
parallel. 
* The' fenatqrs were not allowed to go from Rome into 

' dK ^frcymte, ^hott having firft obtained leave- of the 

. £ittipetor* Sietly> howeyer^ had .the j^vUcgtlt^ ^ ox-. 

'Cepm-Mt'Of tliat law; -as Gallia Narbonenfii j^(prjvards 
was^ by Claudias Caefan Tacit. Am., i^>.c. 2> 



time, as the tpw^ and the'eftitc of wfo(3i 1 *m 
fpeaking, lie a^ovc an hundred tmd fliity ^iles 
from Rome. 1' » r ..: 



LETTER XII. {xxY.] ^kajak /# 
Plinv. 

YOU have given nic many reafons both of a 
public and 'private' natuiti tirhy you requcft 
leave of abfence ; but I* need no~ other than that 
it is your defire : and I doubt not of your return- 
ing as foon as poffible to the ^d^ty of ah o^c<C 
•which fb much requires ' your attendance. As I 
would not fccni to cHeck any iilftande ofyouf 
afFedion towafds! me, I fhall not oj^poie yotif 
cifcfting my iiatuelji the place you mention; tfio% 
in general, 1 ami extremely cautious in giving any* 
encouragement to honours of that kind. 



LETTER'llIL [viH:] r^tbe 
Emperor Tvla]a^. 

AS I am fen{ibk,;Sir, that the 'higfacft praUc 
my aftions can receive/ lis ti> -bc.ififtwvi 
guifhcd by fo excellent a Prince; I begydlMirpt^ld 
be gracioufl^pleidcd to zjjA ^tirbfr tb^ i^liceiif 
5 Augur 
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ijoigur or, • §cptcmvir (botJ> which ^rc now va- 
cant) to the digpity, I' »lr<iady enjoy by your in^ 
dulgence; that I may have the latisfaftion ofpub* 
licly offering up thofe vows for your profperityj 
from the duty of my office, which I daily prefer 
to the Gods in, private, from the affection of my 
heart. ^ 



,^. L HOTTER XIV. [xxvi.] Tufhe 

H.AV1NG fifcly paffed the promontpry of* 
Malea, I ^ arrived at ^ £{^efus with all 
my *.train, notwithftanding I was detained fot fomc 
time by .contrary winds : an information^ Sir, 
in which, 3I ti:uft, you will think yourfelf con- 
cjerned. I dfsfign to pursue the remainder of my 
journey to tlvt * province, pardy in light veflels, 

and 

• One of the feven priefts who prefided over the fcafls ap- 
pointe<il.|n )^o|iour[ of Jupiter an^ tke other Gods 2 -an -oiHce, 
as appears, of hfgb dignity, fince Pliny rlinks it with the 
Aagurftiip: of whichiee fi. 4. let. 8. notQ*. 

^ In the Peloponnefas ; now called Capo Malea di-fant« 
Angelo. Catansus obferves* thisi paflage was fo dangerous, 
tfia* the aiD«i««Uih%d,|L B«ftt!Pri>>i^W H^atfi i^ijexttisy^o^- 
iicM oili*uifi0rey ** the man that fails by Malea muil thint^o 
,^^*niorcofhi8ftmay.*?'-^ -- ' • .' :• «- ■ '. - '^ 
J « A/qiy of Joiliir, in AfiathCcIafi^ftillreinainiDg. ^, . ,. 
.. < Bithynia,' a province in' Anafdia; of* Afla* fli^ Ieft,"'iif 
yft^^V%xf was a]^ik>ifiteftigov€ltioiKrlqr/& ^ 



'U' 



BookX* OF PLINY. 225 

and partly in poft-chaifes : for, as the extreme 
heats will prevent my travelling ' altogether by 
land, fo the Etefian * winds, which are now fet in, 
will not permit me to proceed entirely by fea. 

^ LETTER XV. [xxvii.] Trajam 
io Pliny* 

YOUR information, my dear Pliny, was 
very acceptable* to me; as it is much my 
concern to know in what manner you arrive 
at your province* I well approve- of your inten- 
tion to travel either by fea or land, as you Ihall 
find moft convenient* 

LETTER XVI. [xxviii.] ^othe 
Empiror Trajan. 

AS I had a very favourable voyage to Epbe- 
fus, fo in travelling poft from thence, I 
was extremely incommoded by the heats, which 
occafioned a fever, and detained me fome time 

year oF his reign, A. Dom. 103. not as an ordinary Proconiul^ 
bat as that Emperor's own Lieutenanty with extraordinary 
powers. [See Dio.] The following letters were written 
during his adminiftration of that province. 

« A north wind in the Grecian feas^ which rifes yearly fomt 
time in July, and continues to the end of Augoft; tho* others 
extend it to the middle of September. They blow or.ly in the 
day-time. Varcnius's Geogr. v. i. p. 513- ' 

Vol. IL Q at 
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at * Pergamum. From thence. Sir, I took fhip 
again ; but being delayed by contrary winds, I 
did not arrive at Bithyni^ fo foon as I hoped **. 
However, I have no reafon to complain of this de- 
lay, fince it did not prevent me from reaching the 
province in time to celebrate your birth-^day: a 
circunaftance which I confider as the moft aufpi- 
cious that could attend me. I am at prefent en- 
gaged in examining the finances of the *= Prufenfes^ 
their difburfements and credits ; and the farther I 
proceed in this afi^air, the more I anr> convinced of 
the neceflity of my enquiry. Several confiderable 
fums of rnoncy are owing to the city from private 
perfons, which they negledt to pay upon various 
pretences j as, on the other hand, I find the public 
fund3 are, in fome inftances, very unwarrantably 
applied. This, Sir^ I write to yau immediately on 

my 

• The famous Troy, fituated in that part of Afia, which is 
now called Romania. 

*> The original adds, id ejl, xv. Calend. OSohris, which 
feems to have crept into the text from the marginal annota- 
tion of fome gloifarifl: for as Piiny mentions the time of his 
arrival a little lower, there is no occafion for it in this place ; 
and it i* not agreeable to his ufual elegant concifenefs, to re- 
peat that ciECumftance twice^in the fame letter. Or perhaps 
here are two diftind letters run into one by the careleiTnefs of 
the tranfcribers ; the former ending with Mac, &c. in ipjb ia- 
grejfu meo fcripfii the latter beginning with ^intcdecimo Ca* 
'lend, i5c. ^ ■ 

« Prufa, a maritime city in Bithynia, fuppofcd by fome 
geographers to be the fame which is now called Cheris ; fa- 
mous for producing great quantities of cherries, which take 
their name from thence. 



feocfcX. OF I*LINY. ia;, 

my arrivaL I entered this province on the 17th 
of ^ September, and found it in thofe fentiments 
^of obedience and loyalty, which you juftly merit 
from all mankind. You will confider. Sir, whe- 
ther it would not be proper to fend -hither a fur- 
veyor; for I am inclined to think, much might 
be dedufted from what is charged by thofe who 
have the Gondudl of the public works, if a faithful 
admcafurcment were to be taken; at lea-ft I am of 
that opinion from what I have already feen of the 
accounts of this city, which I am now examining^ 
Viith the afliilance of Maximus* 



LETTER XVIi. [xxlx.] Trajan 

I Should have rejoiced to have heard that yoxi 
arrived at Bithynia without inconvenience to 
yourfelf or any of your trains and th^ your 
journey from Ephefus had been as eafy, as your 
voyage to that place was favourable. For the reft, 
your letter informs me^ my dear Pliny, what day 
you reached Bithynia. The people of that pro- 
QjL vince 

' In the fixth year of Trajan's reign, A. D. 103, and the 
4iftof oar author's age: he continued in this provinee^bout 
18 ttkontbs^ Vid, MalT.in vit. Fliji. 129. 



aa8 THE LETTERS BookX. 

vince will be convinced, I perfuade myfelf, that 
I am attentive to their intercft; as your conduft to- 
wards them will make it manifcft, that I could have 
chofcn no perfon more proper to fupply my place. 
Your firft enquiry ought, no doubt, to turn upon 
the ftate of the public finances 5 for, it is but too 
evident they have been mifmanaged. I have fcarcc 
furveyors fufficient to inipeft thofe * works which I 
am carrying on at Rome, and in the neighbour- 
hood; but perfons of integrity and £kill in this art 
may be found, moft certainly, in every province; 
fo that you cannot be at a lofs in that article, if 
you will make due enquiry. 



LETTER XVIH. Ivn.] To a^ 
Emperor Thajan. 

THO' I am well aflured. Sir, that you, who 
never omit any opportunity of exercifing 
your generofity, are not unmindful of the rcqueft I 

lately 

* Among other noble works which this glorious Emperor 
executed j the Forum, or fquare, which went by his name, 
feems to have been the mofl magnificent. It was bailt with 
the foreign fpoils he had taken in war. , The coycring was 
intirely brafs, the porticos exceedingly beautiful, and 
the pillars of more than ordinary height and dimcnfions. 
In the center of this Forum was erefted the famous 
pillar which has been already dcfcribed. See B. 8. let. j^ 
not. *. 
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Utdy made you ; yet fince you have frequently, 
among many other inftanccs of your indulgence, 
permitted me to repeat my folicitations, I renew 
them now on behalf of Accius Sura ; and car- 
neftly befeech you to honour him with the Pras- 
torlhip, which is become vacant. Tho' his am- 
bition is extremely moderate, yet the quality of 
his birth, the inflexible integrity he has preferved 
in a very narrow fortune, and, more than all, 
t|ie felicity of your times, which encourages 
confcious virtue to claim your favour, induce 
him to hope he may experience it in the prefent 
* inftance. 



LETTER XIX, [ix.] To th 
[Emferor Trajan. 



I Congratulate both you and the public, moft 
excellent Emperor, upon the great and glo- 
rious vidory you have obtained i fo agreeable to 
the heroifm of ancient Rome. May the immortal 
Gods give the fame happy fuccefs to all your de- 
figns, that, under the adiminiftratibn of fo many 
princely virtues, the Iplendour of the empire may 
0^3 ihine 
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fhine out, not only in all it$ former, but with a4-« 
ditional luftre *. 



LETTER XX. [x.] Ti the 
Emperor Trajak. 

MY lieutenant Servilius Pudens came to ^ Ni-. 
€omedia, Sir, on the 24th of November } 
and by his arrival freed me, at laft, from the an- 
xiety of a very tedious expedation. 

LETTER XXI. [xL] To th 
Emperor Trajan. 

YOUR generofity to me, Sir, was the occa^ 
fipn of my being connefted with RoflanOs 
Geminus, |3y the ftrongeftties; for he was rhy^ 
Quseftor when I was Conftil. His behaviour to mo 
during the continuance of our offices, was highly re- 
Ipeftful ; and he has treated me ever fince with fo 
peculiar a regard, that befides the many obligations 
, 1 owe 

* It is probable the viftory hp re alluded to, was that famous 
one which Trajan gained over the Dacians ; fome account of 
which has been giyen in the notes above. It is certain, 9t 
leaft, Pliny lived to fee his wi(h accorapliflied ; this Emperor 
having carried the Roman lylendour to its higheil pitch » and 
extended the dominions of thp empire farther than any of his 
prcdece0brs ; after his death it began to decline. 

"• Now called Comedia^ the capital city of fiithynia. 

^ See vol. i. p. 220, note ^ 
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I owe him upon a public account, I ann indebted 
to him for the ftrongeft pledges of private friend - 
ihip. I entreat you then to comply with my re- 
queft for the advancement of a worthy man, whom 
(if my recommendation has any* weight) you will 
even diftinguifh by your particular favour; and 
whatever truft you fliall repofe in him, he will en- 
deavour to prove himfelf deferving of a ftill higher. 
But I forbear to enter into a more particular detail 
of his merit ; being perfuaded, that his integrity, his 
probity, and his vigilance are well known to you, 
not only from thofe high pods which he has ex- 
ercifcd in Rome within your immediate infpeftion ; 
but from his behaviour when he ferved under you 
in the army. One thing, however, my afFeftion for 
him inclines me to thinjc I have not yet Efficiently 
performed i and therefore, Sir, Irepeatmy intreaties 
that you will give me the pleafure, as early as pof- 
fible, of rejoicing in the advancement of my Quas- 
ftor; or, in other words, of receiving an addition 
to my own honours in the ^erfon of my friend. 



Q4 LET- 
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LETTER XXIL [xu.] Jo the 
Emperor Trajan^ 

I Know not. Sir, in what words fufficiendy to ex- 
prefs the joy I received, when I heard you had« 
in connpliance with the requeft of my * mother- 
in-law and myfelf, granted Cceiius Cieniens the 
Froconfulfliip of this ^ proirince a&er the czpiratioo 
of his confular office s as it is a proof that your bene- 
ficence towards me gracioufly extends itfelf thro' 
my whole family. As I dare not pretend to make 
an equal return to thofe obligations I fo jufUy owe 
you, I can only have recourfe to vows; and 
ardently implore the Gods, Aat I may not bq 
found unWorthy of thoft favours, which you aW 
repeatedly conferring upon me» 

• Pompeia Qclert9«, 

* Bithynift, 



LET-- 



BookX^ OF PLINY. 233 

LETTER XXIII. [xili.] To the 

Emperor Trajan. 

I Received, Sir, a difpatch from your freedman 
Lycormas, defirmg me, if any embaffy from 
• Bofphorus Ihould come hither in the way to 
Rome, that I would detain it till his arrival None 
has yet arrived i at leaft in the ^ city where I now 
am. But a courier palling thro* this place from the 
king of * Sarmatia, I embrace the opportunity 
which accidently offers itfelfi of fending with 
him the meffenger which Lycormas difpatched 
hither; that you might be inforaied at once by 
his letter and the kmg's, of certain circumftances 
which it may be expedient, perhaps, that they 
ihould come to your knowledge at the fame 
time. 

* Bofphorus. Citperiusy now called Fo/pero, in Krim Tar« 
tary. 

* Nicca (as appears by the 15th Let of this B.) a city in 
Bithynia now called Ifmich. 

^ Sarmatia was divided into European^ Afiatic, and Ger» 
man Sarmatia. It is not exactly known what bounds the 
ancients gave to this extenfive region ; however, in general, 
it comprehended the northern parts of Ruffia» Mnfcovy, 
leiTer Tartary^ and the' greateft part of the kingdom of Po- 
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LETTER XXIV. [xiv.'iroibe 
Emperor Trajan. 

I AM informed by a letter from the king of 
Sarmatia, that fome affairs have happened, 
of which it is requifite you fhould be immediately 
acquainted. In order therefore to expedite the 
dilpatches which his courier was charged with to 
you, I granted him a warrant to make ufe of the 
public pod*. 

■ The firft invention of public couriers is abfcribed to Cyras» 
who, in order to receive the earlieft intelligence from the go- 
vernors of the feveral provinces *, erected poil-houfes through- 
out the kingdom of Periia, at equal didances, which fupplied 
men and horfes to forward the public difpatches. Auguftus f 
was the firft who introduced this moft ufeful inftitution among 
the Romans, by employing poft-chaifes, difpofed at convenient 
diftances, for the purpofe of political intelligence. The magi- 
ilrates of every city were obliged to furnifh % horfes for thefe 
meiTengers, upon producing a difloma^ or a kind of warranty 
cither from the emperor himfelf, or from thofe who had that 
authority under him« Sometimes, tho' upon very extraordi- 
nary ^ccafions, perfons who travelled upon their private af- 
fairs, were allowed to avail themfelves of thefe poft-chaifes. 
[See Let. 121, of this Book,] Jt is furprifing they were not 
iooner ufed for the purpofes of commerce and private commu- 
nication., Louis XI. firft eftabliftied them in France, in the 
year 1474; but it was not till the i2Ch of Car. If. j| that the 
poft-office was fettled in £ngland by a£l of Parliament. 

* Cyrop. 1. 8. p. 496. edit. Hutchinfon. 
•f Suet, in vit. Aug. c. 49. 
\ Plutarch, in vit. Galbze. 
I Rapin, vol. ^. 662. foi. ed» 
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LETTER XXV. [xv.] to the 
Emperor Trajan. 

THE cmbaffador from the king of SarmatU 
having remained two days, by his own choice, 
at Nicca, where he found me, I did not think it rea- 
fonable. Sir, to detain him any longer; not only be- 
caufe it was ftill uncertain when your freedman 
Lycormas would arrive, but as fome indifpenfabic 
affairs require my prefence in a diflFerent part of the 
province. Of this circumftance I thought it necef- 
fary that you fhould be informed, becaufe I lately . 
acquainted you in a letter, that Lycormas had de- 
fired, if an embafly fhould come this way from 
Bofphorus, that I woujd detain it till his arrival* 
But I did not fee there was any pretence of re- 
tarding him any longerj efpecially as the dif^ 
patches from Lycormas, which (as I have already 
mentioned) I was not willing to detain, would 
probably reach you fome days fooner than this 
fmbaflador, 
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LETTER XXVI. [xvi.] To tbe 
Emperor Trajak. 

I Received a letter. Sir, from Apulcius, aa 
officer in the troops ftationed at Nicome- 
dia, informing me that one Callidromus being 
arrefted by Maximus and Dionyfius, (two bakcrs> 
to whom he had hired himfclf ) fled for r«&ge 
to your * ftatuc; that being brought before a 
magiftratc, he declared he was forixicrly flavc to 
Laberius Maximus ; but being taken prifoner by 
* Sufagus in Moefia % he was lent as a prefcnt from 
Decebalus to Pacorus icing of Partfiia, in whofe 
fervice he continued feveral years, from whence he 
made his efcape and came to Nicomedia. When 
he was examined before me, he confirmed this 

account; 

• Pardoalar temples, altars, and ftatocs were allowed 
among the Romans as places of fandluary to (laves, debtors, 
and malefadlors. This cailom was introduced by Romulusj 
who borrowed it probably from the Greeks ; but during 
the free ftate of Rome, few of thefe afylums were permitted. 
This cuftom prevailed mod under the Emperors, till it 
grew fo fcandalous, that the Emperor Pius found it necef- 
fery to reftrain thofe privileged places by an edid. See Lipfii 
excurf. ad Taciti Ann. 3. c. 36. ^ 

** General under Decebalus. 

^ A province in Dacia, comprehending the fouthern parts 
of Servia^and part of Bulgaria. 
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account; for which reafon I thought it neceflary 
to ^ fend him to -you. I fhould have fcnt him 
fooner, but I deferred his journey, in order to make 
an inquiry concerning a gem which he faid was 
taken from him, upon which was engraven the 
figure ofPacorus in his. royal habit: I wasdefirous 
(if it could have been found) of tranfmitting this 
curiofity to you, with a fmall ingot of Parthian 
gold, which he fays he brought from thence out 
of the mines. I have fixed my feal to it, the im- 
preflion of which is, a chariot drawn by four. 
faorfes« 



LETTER XX Vn. [xvii.] ^o tbr' 
Emperor Trajan. 

YOUR freedman and ^ procurator, Maximus, 
behaved. Sir, during all the time we were 
together, with great probity, attention, and dili- 
gence; as one ftrongly attached to your intereft, 
and ftridtjy obfervant of difcipline. This tefti- 
mony I very willingly give him i and I give it 
with all the fidelity I owe to you. 

* The fecond expedition of Trajan againil Decebalas, was 
undertaken the fame year that Pliny went governoar into this 
province : the reafon therefore why Pliny fent this Callidro- 
mus to the Emperor^ feems to be, that fome ufe might pofliblj 
be made of him in favour of that defign. 

• Receiver of the finances, 

4 LET-. 
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LETTER XXVIII. [xviii.] "tatbd 
Emperor Trajan. 

li FTER havifig experienced^ Sir,- in Gabius 
^^- BajQTus^ who commands on the frontiers of 
• Poncica> the greateft integrity, honour, and di- 
ligence, as well as the mod particular refpcdt to 
myfelf, I cannot refiife him my beft wiflies and 
fuffirage ^ and I give them to him with all that 
fidelity which is due to you. I have found him 
abundantly qualified by having ferved in the army 
under you ; and it is owing to the advantages of 
your difcipline, that he has learned to merit the 
honour of your approbation. The military and 
the people here, who have had abundant expe- 
rience of his juftice and humanity, rival each other 
in that glorious teftimony they give of his conduit 
both public and private : and I certify this with 
all the fincerity you have a right to expeft from 
mc. 

* Kriin Tartar/.. 



LET* 
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LETTER XXIX. [xix.] To the 
Emperbr Trajan. 

NYmphidius ' Lupus, Sir, fervcd with me in 
the army. He commanded a body of the 
auxiliary forces at the fame time that I was mili- 
tary tribune : and it was from that connexion my 
afFeftion for him began. A long acquaintance 
hath fince mutually endeared and ftrengthened 
our friendfhip. For this rcafon I did violence to 
his repofe, and infifted upon his attending me 
into Bithynia, as my afleflbr in council. He moft 
readily granted me this proof of his amity ; and 
without any regard to the plea of age, or of re- 
tirement, he Ihared, and continues to Ihare with 
me, the fatigue of public bufinefs. I confider his 
relations therefore as my own ; in which number, 
Nymphidius Lupus, his fon, claims my particular 
notice. He is a youth of great nierit and indefa- 
tigable application ; and in every view of his cha- 
rafter, well worthy of fo excellent a father. The 

early 

* The text calls him Primipilaremt , that is« one who had 
been Primipilus, an officer in the army, whofe poft was both 
highly honourably and profitable ; among other parts of his 
office he had the care of the Eagle, or chief fUndard of the 
legion. 



» 
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early proof he gave of his merit, when he com- 
manded a regiment of foot, is a proof that he is 
equal to any honour you fhall think proper to 
confer upon him ; and it gained him the ftrongeft 
teftimony of approbation from thofe moft illuf- 
trious peribnages Julius Ferox> and Fufcus Sali- 
nator. I will add. Sir, that I fliall rejoice in any 
increafe of dignity which he ftiall receive, as an 
occafion of particular fatisfaftion to myfelf* 



LETTER XXX. To the Emperor Tvlk^kj^. 

IRequeft your determination. Sir, in a point 
wherein I am greatly doubtful : it is, whether 
1 fhould place the public flaves * as centincls round 
the prifons of the feveral cities in this province (as 
has been hitherto the praftice) or employ a party 
of foldicrs for that purpofe ? On the one hand, I . 
am afraid the public flaves will not attend this 
duty with the fidelity they ought ; and on the 
other, that it will engage too large a body of the 
foldiery : in the mean while, I have joined a few "of 
the latter with the former. I am apprehenfive, how- 
ever, there maybe fome danger that this method will 
occafion a general negleft of duty, as it will afford 

them 

• Slaves who wcr; pvTshafed by the public. 
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them a mutual pretence of throwing the blame 
upon each other, 

, LETTER XXXI. Trajan fo Pi,in y. 

^*| MIERE is no occafion, my dear Pliny, 

• X to draw oflF any * foldiers in order to guard 
the prifdns. Let us rather perfevere in the ancient 

"cuftom obferved in this province, of employing 
the public flaves for that puipofe: the fidelity 

' with which they fhall execute their duty will de- 
pend much upon your care and ftrift difcipline. 
It is greatly to be feared, as you obferve, if the 
foldiers fhould be niixed with the public flaves, 

■ thdy will mutually truft to each other, and by that 
means grow lb much the mote negligent. But my 

•principal objeftion is, that* as few foldiers as pojOS- 
ble ihould be withdrawn from their ftandardt 



» In the original it is Commilitones, *' my fellow- foldiers :" 
an appellation which thofe Emperors who defired to be well 
with the army afFe6led to ufe. Suetonius informs us, that 
Auguftus would never employ that ex preffion, as thinking i^ 
a condefcenfion unbecoming his dignity ; and neither fuitabte 
tp the tranquillity of the time?, nor to military difcipline» 
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LETTER XXXll.ro the 
Emperor Trajan. 

GAbius B^s» who commands upon the fron- 
tiers of Pomicai in a manner fukable to the 
.nfycSt and duty* which he owes youi has been with 
n^t Sir» for feva-al days. As far as I could ob- 
knfty be is a perfbn of great merit, and worthy of 
yoqr &vour. I acquainted bim with your order 
jj^t he fliould be contented with ten * beneficiary 
iO^dierst two horfe*guards^ and ooe captain^ out of 
ibe troops which ypu were plcafed toaflign to my 
commaiid. He aflured me thofe would not he 
fufiicitntj and that he would wrke to yau accord- 
•lOg^y: for which rcafon J thought it proper not 
immediacety to recall his rupernumeraries. 

^ The raoft probable conje^ure (for it is i point of a good 
deal of obfcuricy) coocerning the Beuificiarn, feems to he, 
that they were a certain number of (bldiers exempted from 
the ufod duty of their office^ in order to be employed as a 
fort of body-guards to the General. Thefe were probably 
foot; as the E^uites here mentioned were perhaps of the iame 
nature, only that they ferved on horfe-back. Equiusfitgu* 
lam Cafarisp Augufti^ \3c. are frequently met with upon aa< 
cient infcriptioni, and af c^ generally luppofed to mean t}ie body- 
guard^ of the Emperor. 



L?T- 
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LETTER XXXIII. Trajak /« Punt. 

I Have received from Gabius Baflus, the letter 
; you mention^ acquainting m% that the nuQi- 
ber of foldiers I had ordered him was not fuffi- 
cient : and for your information I have direAed 
my anfwej to be hereunto annexed* It is very 
material to diftinguifli between what the exigency 
of affairs requires^ ^nd what an ambitious defire of 
power may think ncceflary. As for ouriclves, the 
intereft pf the public muft be our only guide ;. ac- 
cordingly, it is incumbent upon us to take all 
poflible care, that the foldiers ihall not be abfeut 
from their ftandard. 



LETTER XXXIV. To the Etf^eror Tkajas. 

TH E Prufenfes> Sir> having an ailcient bath 
which lies in a ruinous ftate, defire your 
leave to rcpiair it j but upon examination, I )»m of 
opinion it ought to be rebuilti I think therefore^ 
you may indulge them in this requeft, as there WiU 
be a fufficient fiind for that purpofe, partly from 
thofe debts which are due .from ^ private perfons 

R 2 to 

» Seekt.a8.oftiasbook. 
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to the public, which I am now levying ; and partly 
from the money they raife among themfelves to- 
wards fumiftiing the bath with oil, which they 
arc willing to apply to the carrying on of this 
building : a work which the dignity of the city> 
and the fplcndour of your times feem to render 
nec^fffary. 



LETTER XXXV. Trajan to Plinit. 

T F the erefting of a public bath will not be too 
-*• gre^t a charge upon the Prufenfes, we may 
comply with their requeft; provided, however,, 
that no new tax be levied for this purpofe, nor 
any of thofe taken off which are appropriated ta 
neceffary fervices. 



LETTER XXXVI. "Tothe ImperorTKAjkK. 

I AM affured. Sir, by your freedman and re- 
ceiver^general Maximus, that it is neceffary 
he (hould have an additional party of foldiers affign- 
cd to him, befides the ieneficiariiy * which by your 
orders I appointed to the very worthy Gemellihus. 
Thofc therefore which I found in his fervice I 

thought 

f See let. 32. of this book in note. 
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thought proper he fhould retain, efpccially as he 
was going into ^ Paphlagonia in order to procure 
corn. For his better proteftion likewifej and be- 
caufe it was his requeft, I added two of the ca-r 
valry. But I beg you would inform nae, in your 
next difpatches, what method you would have me 
obferve for the future in points of this nature . 



LETTER XXXVIL Trajan /^ Puny, 

AS my freedman Maximus was going upon 
an extraordinary commiQion to procure 
corn, I approve of your having ^upplied him 
with a file of foldiers. But when he fhall return 
to the duties of his former poft, I think two from 
you, and as many from his coadjutor, my receiver- 
general Verbius Gemellinus, will be fufficient. 

* A province m the lefTer Afia, bounded by the Black-Sea 
and the rivers Delafs and Cafilirmar. 
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Lit T T E R XXX Vin. Ito the 

THE vciy excellent young man Scmpronius 
Caelianus having difcovered two ^ (laves 
among the recruits^ has fent them to me. But I 
deferred palling ientence till I had confulted yoi;^ 
the reftorer and fupporter of military difcipline^ 
cohceming the puniihment proper to be infli£led 
upon them. My principal doubt is, that altho' 
they have taken the miikary oath, they are not yet 
entered into any particular legion. I requeft you 
therefore, Sfa-, to inform me, what courfe I Ihould 
purfiie- in this affair, eipeciaUy as it concerns 
example^ 

* The Roman policy excladed flaves from entering into 
militaty fcrvicc, and it was death if they did fo. However^ 
upon cafes of great nt^ceffity this maxim wa$ difpenfed with ; 
bat their they were firil made free before they were received 
into the army» excepting only (as Servius in his notes upon 
Virgil obferves) after the fatal battle of Cannse ; when the 
public diflrefs was fo great, that the Komans recruited their 
army with their flaves> though they had net time to give 
them their freedom. One reafon> perhaps, of this policy 
jnieht be, that they did not think it fafb to arm fo confider- 
able a body of men, whofe numbers, in the times when the 
Roman luxury was higheft, we may have fome idea of, by ihe 
inllapce which Pliny the naturaHft mentions of Claudius Ifo- 
dorus, who at his death was pofTefled of no lels than 4,116 
ilaves^ notwith^andin? he had loil great numbers in the 
civil wars. Plin. Hitt. Nat. xxxiii. io« Meuxfios de luxa 
Rom. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. Trajan /(? Puny. 

SEmpronius CseKanus has aAed agreeably to 
my orders^ in fendiog fuch peHbns to be 
cried be&rc you^ as appear to deferve capital pu* 
nifhment. It is material^ however, in the cafe in 
qucftion, to enquire whetiicr thefc flaves blifted 
themfelircs voluntarily, or were chofen by the ot 
fiters, or were prefented as fiA)ftitirtes fer o6xcn. 
if they were chofen, the officer is guilty •, if they 
are proxies, the blame refts with diofewho de- 
puted them; but i^ confcious of the legal inabi« 
iities of their ftation, they prefented themftlvcs 
voluntarily, the puni(hme&t mufl; fall upon their 
own heads. That they are not yet entered into 
any legion, makes no great difference in their 
cafe i for diey ought to have given a true account 
of themfelves immediately, upon their bring ap- 
proved as fit for the fervice. 



R 4 t E T* 
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LE7*TER XL. fothe£,mperortKA]k^. 



AS I have your permiflion. Sir, to addrefs my- 
fell to you in all my doubts^ you will not 
decm.it below the digrrity of your exalted flation| 
to defcend to. ti\olie humbler affairs, which concern 
my ^dxnioiftration of this province. I find there 
arc in feveraL cities, particularly thofe of Nicome- 
dia and Nicea, <:ertain perfons wio take upon 
themfelves^to a6t as public Mlaves,, and. receive an 
annual 'ftipend accordiiigly, nptwithftanding they 
have been condemned either to the mines> the ^ pub- 
lic games, or other punifliments of the like nature, 
Havingreceived i;tiformation of this abufe, I have 
been long debating with myfelf, how I fhould aft. 
On the one hand, to fend them back to their re- 
fpedtive punifhments, (many oi them being now 
grown old, and behaving, as I am affured, with fo- 
briety and modefty) would, I thought, be proceed- 
ing againft them too feverely ; on the ether, to retain 
convifted criminals in the public fervice, feeraed 
not altogether decent. I confidered, at the fame 

time, 

* See note let. 30. of this B. 

^ A punifliment among the Romans, ufually inflifted upon 
Saves, by which they were to engage with wild beail6, or 
perform ihe part of gladiator^^in the public ihews. 
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time, to ftppdrt thefe people in idlenifs, TVould be 
an iSfelefs expence to the public; and to leave them 
to ftarve, would be ' dangerous. I was obliged 
therefore to fufpend the determination of this mat- 
ter, till I could confult with you. You will be 
defirous, perhaps, to be Informed, how it hap- 
pened that thefe perfons efcaped the punilhments 
to which they were condemned. This inquiry I 
have alfo • made, but cannot return you any fa- 
tisfaftory anfwcr. The decrees againft them were 
indeed produced; but no record appears of their 
having ever been reverfed. It was afferted, how- 
ever, that thefe people were pardoned upon their 
petition to the proconfuls, or their lieutenants; 
which feems likely to be the truth, as it is impro- 
bable that any perfon would have dared to fet them 
at liberty without authority. 



LETTER XLI. Trajan to Pliny, 

Xrb U will remember you were fent into Bithy- 
nia, for the particular purpofe of corred- 
ing thofe many abufes which appeared neceffary to 
lie reformed. Now none ftands more in need of 
reformation, than that criminals, who have been 
fentenced to punifhmeht, fhould not only be 

fet 
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f 
fct at liberty (as your* letter in{orm% me) without 

any apparent authority, but even appointed to em- 
ployments^ which ought alone to be exercifed by 
perfons whofe chara&ers are irreproachable. Thofe 
therefore among them who have been convi6ted 
within theie ten years, and whofe lentence has not 
been reverfed by proper aathorhy, muft be fent 
back to their refpedtive punilhments; but where 
more than ten years have elapfed (ince their convic- 
tion, 'and they are grown old ^nd infirm, let them 
be dilpofed of in fuch employments, as are but few 
degrees removed from the punifhments to which 
they were fentenced; that is, either to attend upon 
die public baths, cleanfe the conunon Ihores, or re- 
p^r the ftreets and highways i thole being the bfSces 
to which fuch peribns are ufually fentencied. 



LETTER XLII. To the Emperor Trajan, 

WHife I was making a progrefs in a different 
part of the province, a moll deftruftive fire 
broke out at Nicomedia, which not only con- 
fumed feveral private houfes, but alfo two pub- 
lic buildings; the town-houfe and the temple of 
Ifis, tho* they ftood on contrary fides of the 
ftreet. The pccafion of its fpreading thus wide, 
was partly owing to the violence of the wind, 
5 ^ and 
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and partly to the indolence of the people, who, 
it appears, flood fixed and idle fpeftators of 
this terrible calamity. The truth is, the city was 
not furniQied with either • engines, buckets, 
or aiiy fingle inftrument proper to extinguilh 
fire&: whith I have now however: given direc- 
tions to be provided. You, will confider. Sir, 
whether it nftay nW be advifeable to form * 
company of fire-men, conftfting only of one hun- 
dred arid fifty members, I wiU ake care none 
but thofe of that buffnefs ihall be admitted into 
it} and that tTie privileges granted them fliall not 
h6 extended to any other purpofc. As tfois cor- 
porate body will bereftriaed to fo fmall a noBiber 
of memb^, it win be eafy ta keep liicm under 
"ptdpcT regolation. 

' . It bw been generally imagined tHat the a»««^J»J 
not the art of rXg water b/ ^''P»«' »>« J » Pf^ 

. feems ta favoBr' the contrary opmiin. The word in tne qn* 
SZ USipho. which Hefychius explains (as one of the com- 

SS« ; " an inftrument to throw up water ag""* ««"• 
BnrVhere is a paflage in Seneca which feems to put this 
SatteTbeyond /onjeLre. tho' none of the critics upon Ais 
pUce have taken notice of it^ Solemus, fays be, duahu^ man^ 

MtA in modum fipboms exprimere, [Qc^N. 1. 2. lo.J waere wc 
Slinfy fefle «fe of tL Sipho U » throw „pwat.r. and 
wnfejuently the Roman, were acquainud vn^h f « "^ 
The account which PUny gives of the foontams at hts Tufcaa 
villa is likewife another proof. 

LET- 
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LETTER XLIII. Trajan to Pliny. 

YOU arc of opinion it vould be proper to 
eftablilh a company of fire-men in Nico" 
-media*, agreeably, to what has httn pradifed in fe- 
veral .'otb^r. cities. But it is. -to be. remembered, 
that focieties of this fort have gready difturb'd the 
peace, of the. province in general, and of thofe 
cities in.particular. Whatever nanie we give thehi, 
and for whatever purpofe they may be inftituted, 
they will ndt fail to form themfelves into factious 
aflfembBes* however fhort their i^eetings may be. 
Il will therefore be fafer, to provide fuch machines 
as are of fervice in extinguifliing fires, enjoining 
the owners of houfes to aflift in preventing the 
niifchief from fpreadingj and if it ftiould be Ac- 
ccffary, to call in the aid of the populace* 



LETTER XLIV. To the Emperor Tkajak. 

AGreeably to the general notice we previoufly 
gave for that purpofe, we have offered. Sir, 
our annual ^ vows, for your profperity, in which 
that of the empire is effentially involved ; implor- 
ing 

- ^ 'this, was an anniverfary cuftom obferved throughout the 
Empire, on the 30th of December, 
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ing the Gods to grant that thefe yearly vows may 
never ceafe to be thus by public authority an- 
nounced and ofFerecf. 

LETTER XLV. Trajan to Pliny. 

I Received the fatlsfaftion, my dear Pliny, of 
being iftformed' by your letter, that you, to-, 
gether with the -people under your government, 
have ^both difcharged and renewed your annual 
vows to the immortal Gods, for my health and 
tiappinefs, 

LET T ER XLVI. "to the Emperor Trajan. 

THE city of Nicomedia, Sir, have expend^ 
ed three millions three hundred and twenty- 
nine fefterces^in building an aquseduft; which, not 
anfwfering the intent, the works are entirely fallen 
into ruin. They made , a fecond attempt in another 
place, where they expended ^ two millions. But 
in this likewife they were difappointedi fo that after 
having been at an immenfe charge to no purpofe, 
they muft ftill be at a farther expence, in order to b.e 
accommodated with water. I havQ examined a fin^ 
fpring from whence the water .may be conveyed 
'Qvcr arches (as was attemptcdin their firftdeCgn) In 

.. ... V /uQh 

• About 24,000 1. of oar money, 
^ About i6|)Ooo It of our money. 
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fuch a imniier that the higher^ ^ well as level 
and low parts of the city may be fup^li^d. There 
are but very few of the old arches reiQabiiig i 
the iquarc Clones, however,, employed in the for- 
mer, may be ufed in turning the new arches. 
1 am of opinion part fhould be raifed with brick, 
' 9^ th^t w^Ul be t^ eafier and cheaper mate- 
rial. But that this work nuy not meet with 
;he fame ill fucce^ as the former, it will be necef* 
fary to fend hither an architedl, or fome perlbii 
ikilled in the conftrudion of this kind of water- 
works! And I will venture to fay, from the 
beauty and ufefulnefs of the defign, it will be an 
ercdion well worthy the Iplendour of your times. 



X^ETTER XLVIL Trajan to Pliny. 

CARE muft be taken to fupply the city of 
Nieomedia with water; and that bufinefs, 
1 am well perfuaded, you will perform with aU 
4he diligence you ought. But it is moft certainly 
tio lefs incumbent upon you to examine, by whofe 
mifconduA it has happened, that fuch large fums 
have been-tbrpwn away upon this attempt; left they 
apply the money to private purpofes, and the aquae- 
^uft in<jueftion, like th^ prccc4ing, Ihould be 
4)egvin and afterwards left \m&iifhed. You wUl 
^kt mc know the refult of your inquiry. 

L E T- 
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} 
LETTER XLVlir. "To the Emperor Tkk}mx". 



THE citizens of Nicca, Sir, arc building a 
theatre, which, tho' it is not y^t finiflied, 
they have already expended, as I an> informed (for 
I have not examined the account jnyfclf) above* 
ten millions of fefterces ; and, what is wqrfe, I fear 
to np purpofe. For, either from the foundation 
being laid in a marfhy ground, pr that 'the ftoncs 
themfclves were decayed, the walls are crack'd 

fronx 



» About 80,^000 1. of ourmoney, Tothofc who are not 
acquainted with the immenfe riches of the ancients, it may 
feem incredible that a dty, and not the capital one, of a coo^ 
qaered province, ihould expend (b large a lam of money upon 
only the (hell (as it appears to be) ofa theati« : but Afia way 
efteeroed tjie moft confiderable part of the world fpr wealth ; 
its fertiiititv and exportation s (as ♦ TuUy obfenres) cjpeed- 
ing that of all other countries. The ingenious Dr. Arbuth- 
not quotes an inflance froa^ Athenxus of Afiatic-riches, whibh 
a man muft be a tolerable ari^imedcian even to count. It is 
the value of the treafure of Sardanapulus, with which he made 
a funeral pile for himfelf and family whep he was befieged by 
Arbaces king of the Medes. ** Athensusi, maSces the valuer 
*' of the treafure of this pile to amount to 100,000,000 ta* 
** lents, which reckoned in Babylonic talents, amounts to 
« i6,953,I2c,ooq1. This was only the value of the filver; 
*' there was befides a tenth part of that number of talents of 
** gold, which if gold was reckoned in a decuple proportion, 
** will juft double that fum." Arbuth. am. ems, p. 203^ 

* Oxat, pto. Imp. Ca. Fanp. 
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from top to Bottom. It dcfcrvcs your confidera- 

tion therefore, ivhethcr it would be beft to carry on 

this work, or entirely difcpntinue it; or rather, 

perhaps, whether 1^ would not be mod prudeht ab- 

Iblutely to deftroy ^^t : for the foundations upon 

wluch this building is\raifed, appear to me more 

cxpenfive than folid. Several private perfons have. 

promifed to ereft at tlieir own expence, fome the 

portico, others the galleries above the ''pit : but this 

defign cannot be execuf qd, as the principal fabric is 

at a (land. This city is alfo rebuilding upon a more 

enlarged plan, the "" Gymnafium, which was burnt 

down before ipy arrival in the province. They 

have already been at fome (and, I doubt, a fruit- 

lefs) expence. The ftrudture is not only irre* 

eular and ill-difpofed, but the prefent archited: . 

(who it muft be owned is a rival to the perfon 

/who was firft employed) afferts, that- the walls, 

tho* they are ** twenty-two ktt thick, are not 

(trong enough to fupport the fuperftrudlure, as 

their 



^ The word Cavea ia the original, comprehiends more than 
!wbat.we call the Pit in our theatres, as it means the whole 
fpace in which the fpeftators Tate. Thefe theatres being open 
at top, the galleries here mencioned were for the convenience 
of retiring ip bad weather. 

« A place in which the athletic exergifes were per* 
foroiady and where the philofophers alfo ufed to- read 'their 
le^^urc?.. 

d The Roman foot confilted of 11 inches and 7 tenths of 
our flaudard. 



tebokX. OF PLINY. 4^7 

their interftices are not cemented with mortar, nor 
are thefe walls ftrengthened with a tcftaceous co- 
vering. 

The inhabitfints, of * Claudiopolis are. fii\king 
(I cannot call it ere(^ing) a large public bath, 
upon a low fpot of ground which lies at the foot of 
a mountain. The fund apjpropriated for the car 
rying on of this work, arifes from the money which 
thofe honorary members you were pleafed to add 
to their fenate, paid (or at leaft are ready to pay 
whenever I call upon them) ' for their admiflion* 
As I am afraid therefol-e the public money in 
the city of Nicea, and (what is infinitely more 
valuable than any pecuniary confideration) your 
benefadlion in that of Claudiopolis, (hould be ill 
applied ; I muft defire you to fend hither an archi- 
ted to infpedt, riot only the theatre^ but the bath; 
in order to confider whether, after all the expencc 
which has already been laid out, it- will be 
better to finifli them upon the prefent plan, or rcr 
form the one, and remove the other: for other- 
wife we may perhaps throw away our future coflr, 
by endeavouring not to lofe what we have already 
expended, 

« A city in Ifaaric, a -province in Afia, fituated at the foot 
of. mqun? Taqrus between Lyconia, Patopjiilia, Ciiicia, and 
the fea, 

/ The honorary fenatofi, that is, fuch who were not rci- 
ceived into the council of, the dty by eleaioiu but by .th« 
appointment of the Emperor, paid a certain fum of money 
Mpon thftiradmiffion. ^ 

Vol. IL S ' LET-- 
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LETTER XLIX. Trajah to Plimt. 

XrOU who arc upon the (pot, will beft be 
^ able to confider and determine what is proper 
to be done concerning the theatre^ which die in- 
habitants of Nicea are building; as for myfelC it 
will be fufficient if you let me know your determi- 
nation. With refpe<5t to the pal ticular parts of this 
theatre which are to be raifed at a private charge & 
you will fee thofe engagements fulfilled, when the 
body of the building to which they are to bo 
annexed, fhall be finiflied. — Thefe paltry Greeks 
are, 1 know, ingiinoderatcly fond of Gymnaftic di- 
verfions, and therefore, perhaps, the citizens of 
Nicea have planned a more magnificent fabric 
for this purpofe than is neceffary: however^ 
they muft be contented with fuch as will be 
fufficient to anfwer the iifc for which it is in- 
tended. 

r entirely leave it to you to advife the Clau- 
diopolitani as you fhall think proper, with relation 
to their bath, which they have placed, it feemiis 
in a very improper fituation. As there is no pro- 
vince that is not fumiihed with men of (kill and 

ingenuity^ 
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ingenuity, you cannot poflibly watit architeftsi 
unlcfs you think it the (horteft way to procure 
them from Rome, when it is generdly from 
Greece tb^t they come to us. ' 



LETTER L. /T^ the &»peror Tkaj ah t. 

WHEN I refleft upohthe fplendour of yoiar 
exahed ftatioh, and the magnanimity .of 
your fpirit j nothing, I am perfuaded, can be more 
fuitable to both, than to point out to you fuch de- 
figns as are worthy of your, glorious and immortal 
name, as being no lefs ufeful than magnificent. 
Bordering upon the territories of the city of 
Nicomedia is a moft extenfive lake j upon which 
the commodities of the country are eafUyand 
cheaply tranfported to the high roadj but from 
thence, are conveyed in carriages to the fea-fide, 
at great charge and labour. To remedy this 
inconvenience, will require, many hands i but 
upon fuch an occafion, they cannot be wanting ; 
for the country, and particularly the city, is 
exceedingly populous : and one may aflurcdly 
hope, that , every perfon will readily engage in a 
work which will be of univerfal benefit. It only 
rcp^iains then to fend hither, if you fliall think pro- 

S a . ' per. 
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per, a furvcyor or an architcdb, in order to examine 
whether the lake lies above the kvel of the fea -, 
the en^eer& of this province b^ing of opinion 
that the former is higher by forty * cubits. I 
find there is'in the neighbourhood of this place, a 
large canal, which was formerly cut by one of the 
kings of this country ; but as it was left unfiniflicd, 
it is uncertain whether the canal was fix- the pur- 
pofe of draining the adjacent lands, or making a 
communication between the lake and the river. 
It is equally doubtful, whether the death of this 
Prince, or the defpair of being able to accompliftx 
the defign, prevented its completion. If the latter, 
I am fo much the more ambitious, for the honour 
of your illuftrious charafter (and I hope you will 
pardon me the pride) that you may have the glory 
of executing, what ^ kings could only attempt. 

LET- 



^ A Roman cubit is equal to i foot 5 inches 1^^ of our 
oneaTurie* Arbuihnot*s tab* 

* A commentator upon this paflage thinks this a very ex- 
traordinary compliment ; *« A% if, lays he, an Emperor of 
** Rome CO old not do more than a little king of Bithynia/* 
But it is much more probable that this critic ihould be mlftaken 
in his cbje6ii6n, than Pliny in his compliment ; and tho' he 
will have it to be af little king, it is more reafonable to fuppofe 
our author meant fome great king of Perfia. Befides, Jmpi' 
ratofy among the Romans, had not of itfelf any fuch high 
idea, as has been affixed to it in later times. The meaning 
theiefore of this wiih feexns to be, that cho* Trajan was con. 

tented 
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LETTER LI. Trajaw /* Plimv, .. 

THERE is fomething in the fchemp you, 
propofe of opening a communication be^ 
tween the lake and the fea, which niay, perhaps, 
tempt me to confent. But you muft firftcare* 
fully examine the fituation of this body of water, 
what quantity it contains, and from whence it is 
fupplied 5 left by giving it an opening into the fea, it 
fhould be totally drained. You may apply to Cal- 
purnius Macer for an engineer; as I will alfo fend 
you from hence, fome perfons (killed in works of 
ihis nature. 



LETTER Lll. to the Emperor TfiKjKUk 

UPON examining the public expenccs of the 
city of B/zantium % (which I find are ex- 
tremely great) I was informed. Sir, that the ap- 
pointments of the ambaflTadour, which they fend 
yearly to you with their homage and the decree 
S 3 which 

tented to be in title no more than General. [Imperator] yet in 
a^s of public munificence he might be more d^an thofe who 
proudly ftiled themfelves kings. 

' * NowConftantinoplc, 
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which pafTes in the fcnatc upon that occafion, 
amount to twelve*' thoufand fefttfces. But know- 
ing the generpus maximsof your government, I 
thought proper td fend the decree without the am- 
bafladour; that at the fame time they difchargcd 
Aeir public duty to you, they might be eafed In 
the manner of paying it. This city is likewife 
taxed with the fum of* three thoufand fqfterces 
towards defraying the expence of an envoy, whom 
they annually fend to compliment the governour of 
Moefia: this expence I have alfo direded to be 
fpared. I beg. Sir,, you would deign either to con- 
firm my judgment, or correft my error in thefe 
points, by acquainting me with your fentiments. 

LETTER LIII. Trajan /(? Pliny. 

IWeH approve, my dear Pliny, of your having 
excufed the Byzantines the expence offending 
an ambafladour to me. I fhall efteem their duty 
all fufficiently paid, tho* I only receive the aft of 
their fenate thro' your hands. The governour of 
Moefia muft likewife excufe them, if they compli- 
ment him at a lefs expence. 

* About 96 1. flerling. 

« About 24 1. of our money. ^ 

r 

LET. 
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LETTER LIV. "to the Emperor Tkhjk^. 

I Beg, Sir, you would fetdc a doubt I have coa- 
cerning jom "" Diplomas i whether you think 
proper that thofe Diplomas ^ the dates whereof are 
expired, ihall continue in force, and how Jong? 
For I am apprehenfive I may thro* ignorance^ 
cither confirm fueh of theft inftruments as are 
illegal, or prevent the efFeft of thofe which arc 
neceflary. 



LETTER LV. Trajan /(? Puny^ 

THOSE Diplomas the datds whereof arc 
expired, muft by no means be made ufc oC 
For which reafon it is an inviolable rule with me, 
to fend new inftruments of this kind into all the 
provinces before they are immediately wanted. 



^ A diploma is properly a grant of certain privileges either 
to particular places or perfons. It fignifies alfo grants of 
Other kinds ; and it fometimes means * poft-warrants, as, per- 
haps, it doss in this place. 

# See Let^ xIy, of this book, m the notes. \ 



\ 
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LETTER LVI. Slo the EmperorTf^hjAix.^ 

UPON intimating, Sir, my dcfign to the 
city of * Apamca, of cxam^ining. into the 
ftate of their public funds and revenues 5 they 
told me they were very, willing I ihould in- 
fpeft, their accounts, but that no Proconful had 
ever yet perufed them i as they had a privilege 
(and that of a very ancient date) of adminiftring 
the affairs of their corporation in the manner they 
thought proper. I required them to draw up a 
memorial of what they then afTerted, and I tranf^ 
mit it to you precifcly as I received it ; altho' I 
am fenfible it contains feveral things foreign to the 
ijueftion. I beg you would honour me with youf 
commands, how I am to aft in this matter : for, I 
Ihould be extremely forry either to ekceed, or tg 
feu ihort ofy the powers of my ccmmiflion, 

? A city in Bithyuia, 



LET. 
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LETTER LVII. Trajan to Puny. 

THE memorial of the Apameans annexed 
to your letter, faved me the ncceffity 
of confidering t^e reafons they fuggeft, why the 
former Proconfuls forbore to infpedt their ac- 
counts ; fince they are willing to fubmit them to 
your examination. Their compliance deferves to 
be encouraged i and they may be affured the 
enquiry you are to make in purfuance of my or- 
ders,. Ihall be with a full rcfervc to their privi- 
leges. 



LETTER LVIII. . "J^o the Emperor Trajan^ 

THE Nicomedians, Sir, before my arrival 
in this province, had begun to build 3 
new Forum contiguous to their former, in a cor- 
ner of which ftands an ancient temple dedicated to 
the * mother of the Gods. This edifice muft either 
be repaired, or removed; chiefly, becaufc it is a 
much lower building than that very lofty one which 

is 

* Cybele^ Rhea*, or Ops, as iheis feverally called; from 
whom, according, to the Pagan creed, therein of the gods ar« 
foppofed to have defcended. 
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is now crcfting. Upon enquiry whether any parti- 
cular condition had been annexed to the dedication 
of this temple; I was informed that their ceremonies 
of dedication differ from ours. You will be pleaf- 
cd therefore, Sir, to confider whether a temple, 
which has not been confecrated according to our 
rites, may be removed • confiftendy with the re- 
verence due to religion: for if there fliould be no 
objeftion from that quarter, the removal in every 
other refpeft would be extremely convenienn 



LETTER 1A%. Trajan to Pumy. 

YO U may without fcruple, my dear Pliny, if 
the fituation requires it, remove the temple 
of the. mother of the Cods, from the place where it 
now ftands, to any other more commodious. You 
need be under no difiic'uUy concerning the aft of 
dedication ; for the ground of a ** foreign city is 
not capable of receiving that kind of confecratioa 
which is fandified by our laws^ 

• Whatever was legally confecrated, was ever afterwards 
vnapplicable to profane ufes. 

^ That u, a city not admitted tp enjoy the laws and pri^ 
▼BegesofRomc. 



LET. 
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^ LETTER LX. To the Emperor Trajan. 

WE have celebrated, Sir, (with thofe fenti- 
ments of gratulation which your virtues fo 
juftly merit) the day of your acceffion to the em<» 
pire, which was alfo its prefervation, imploring the 
Gods to preferve you in health and prolperity ; for 
upon your welfare the fecurity and repofe of the 
world depends. I renewed at the fame time the 
oath of allegiance at the head of the army, which 
repeated it after me in the ufual form, the people 
of the province zealouQy concurring in the fame 
oath. 



LETTER LXI. Trajan to PtiNV. 

# 

"VTO UR letter,' niy dear Pliny, was extremely 
-*• acceptable, as it informed me of the zeal 
and afFeftion with which you, together with the 
army and the provincials, folemnized the day of 
xny acceffion to the empire. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXIL T^o the Emperor Trajan. 

THE del^ which were owing to the public, 
arc> by the prudence, Sir^ of your councils, 
and the care of my adminiftration, cidicr aftuaily^ 
paid> or are now recovering : but I am afraid the 
money mull lie unemployed. For, as on one fide, 
there are few or no opportunities of purchaGng 
land, fo on the other, one cannot meet with any 
perfon who is willing to borrow of the * public 
(efpecially at the intereft of 1 2 per ceni.) when they 
can raifc money upon the fame terms from private 
hands. You will therefore confider. Sir, whether 
it may not be advifeable, in order to invite refpon- 
fible perfons to take this money, to lower the in- 
tereft I or if that fcheme Ihould not fucceed, to 
place it in the hands of the Decurii, upon their 
giving fufEcient fecurity to the public? And tho* 
they (hould not be willing to receive it, yet as the 
rate of intereft will be abatcd> the hardftiip will be 
fo much the lefs. 

• The reafon why they did not chnfe to borrow of the 
pablic at the fame rate of intereft which they paid to private 
perfons, was (as one of the commentators obferves) becaufe 
in the former inllance, they were obliged to give fecuriry ; 
whereas in the latter^ they could raife money upon their per* 
fonal credit. 

. LET- 
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LETT E R LXIIL TkAj an ia Pliny, 

I Agree with you, my dear Pliny, that there 
feems to be no other nnethod of facilitating tihe 
placing out of the public money, than by lower- 
ing the intereftj the rate of which you will de- 
termine according to the number, of borrowers. 
But to compel perfons to receive it, who arc 
not fo difpofed, when poflibly they themfelves 
may have no opportunity of employing it j is by 
no means confident with the juftice of my govern- 
ment. 



LETTER LXIVl. ^0 the Emperor Tk a] av. 

I Return you my warmeft acknowledgments. Sir, 
that among the many important occupations in 
which you are engaged, you have condefcended to 
be my guide in thofe points wherein I have con- 
fulted you: a favour which I muft now again be- 
fcech you to grant me. A certain perfon prefented 
himfelf to me with a complamt, that his adverla-i' 
ries,,who had been banifhed for three years by the 
iUuftrious Servilius Calvus, ftill remained in the 
province: they, on the contrary, affirmed that 
Calvus bad revoked their fentence, and produced 

his 
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his cdia for that purpofe : I thought it neceffary 
therefore to refer the affair intirely to you. For, as 
I havt your ctprcfs orders not to rcftorcany perfpn 
who has been fentenccd to baniftiment either by 
ittyfelf or others; fo I have no direftions with re- 
Ipeft to thofe, who having been banifhed by fbme 
of my predeceffors in this government, have by 
them ^fo been rcftored. It is neceffary for me, 
therefbce, to beg you would inform me. Sir, how 
I am to aft with regard to the above-mentioned 
perfons, as alfo to others, who after having been 
Condemned to perpetual banifliment, have been 
found in the jprovincc without permiflion to return: 
for, cales of that nature have likewife fallen under 
my cognizance. A perfon was brought before 
Oic who had been fentenced to perpetual exile by 
the Proconful Julius Bafliis ; but as I knew that 
the ads of BalTus, during his adminiftration, had 
been r^fcindec^ and that the fenate had granted 
leave to all thofe who had fallen under bis con* 
demnation, of appealing from his deciiion at any 
time within the fpace of two years ; J enquired of 
tim man whether he had accordingly plated his 
cafe to the Proconful? He replied, he had not* 
I intreat you therefore to inform me whether you 
would have him fent back into exile; or whether 
you think fome more fcvcrc, and what kind ofi 
^ puniihnacni: 
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pumlhment fhpukl be inBi^ed upon bimi and 
fuch Qthers who may hereafter be found under the 
fame circumftances. I have annexed f^ my letter 
the decree of Calvus, /together with the edi<5t by 
which the perfons above mentioned wfere reftored, 
as alfo the decree of Baffus. 



LETTER LXV. Trajan /^ Puny. 

IW I LL let you know my determination con- 
cerning thofe exiles which were baniflicd for 
three years by the Proconful P. Servilius Calvus, 
and foon afterwards reftored to the province by his, 
€di6i; when I fhallhave informed my felf from him 
of the reafons of this proceeding. Widi relpeA 
to that peffon who was fentaiced to perpetual ba- 
nifhment by Julius Baffus, yet continued to remaiii 
in the province, without making his appeal, if he 
thought himfelf aggrieved, (tho* he had two years 
given him for that pufpofe) I would hav<^ him 
fent in chains to my * prastorian Prefedbs ; for, 

bnly 

* Thefe, in the original inflitution as fettled by Aiigallus, 
were only commanders of his bodyrguards; but in the later 
times of the Roman empire, they were next in authority under 
the Emperor, to whom they feem to have adled as a fort of 
prime miniiiers. 



171 THE LETTERS BookX- 

only to remand him ba^k to a punifhment which 
he has contumacioufly ^ded^ will by no means 
be a fiifficicnt chaftifcmcnK 



LETTER LXVL ^o the Emperor Trajavi. 

WHEN I cited the judges. Sir, to attend 
me at a * feffions which I was going to 
hold; Flavins Archippus claimed the privilege of 
being excufed, as exercifing the profeffion of a 
* philofopher. It was alledged by fome who were 
prcfent, that he ought not only to. be excufed 
from that office, but even ftruck out of the roll 
of judges, and remanded back to the punilhmcnt 
from which he had efcapcd by breaking his chains^ 
At the fame time a fentence of the Proconfijl 
Vclius Paullus was read, by which it appeared 
that Archippus had been condemned to the mines 
for forgery. He had nothing to produce in proof 
of this fentence having ever, been reverfed. He 
liHedged, neverthelefs,. in favour of. his reftitu-- 

. tion, 

• The provinces were divided into a kind of circuits called 
C0tt*ventusy whithpr the froqonfuls ufed to go in order to ad- 
minifter jufcce. The judges here mentioned muft not be 
under ftood to mean the fame fort of judicial officers as with 
U8S they were raiHer in the nature of oar juries. 

^ By the imperial conftitutions the philofophers were ex« 
cmpted from all public fun^ions. Cafan^us. 
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a petitioft which he prefented to Domitian, toge- 
ther with a letter from that Prince and a decree • 
of the Prufenfians in his honour. To thefe he 
annexed a letter which he had received from 
you; as alfb an edift and a letter of your auguft 
father confirming the grants which had been made 
to him by Domitian. For thefe reafbns, notwith*- 
ftanding crimes of fo atrocious a nature were laid 
to his charge, I did not think proper to determine 
any thing concerning him, without firft confulting 
you ; as it is an affair, which feems to merit your 
particular decifion. 1 have tfanfmitted to you, with 
this letter, the feveral allegations on both fides. 



DoMfTiAN^j LETTER to Terentius 
Maximus. 



*' TT^Lavius Archippus the philofopher has pre- 
*' J? vailed with me to give an order for 600,000 
*^ * fefterces to be laid out in the purchafe of an 
** eftatc for the fupport of him and his family, in the 
** neighbourhood of ^ Prufias,his native country. 
Vol. IL T '[ Let 

• About 4800 1. of our money. 

* Geographers arc not agreed where to place this city ; 
Cellarius conjeftnres it may poffibly be the fame with Pru/a 
ad Olympum^ Prufa at the foot of-Mount Olympas in Myiia^ 
mentioned in Let. 85. of thi« book. 
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" Let this be done accordingly; and place that 
« fum to the article of my benefadions." 



From the fame, to L. Appius Maximvs. 



'€€ 



I Recommend, my dear^Maximus, to your 
protcdion, that worthy philofopher Archip- 
*' pus, whofe moral conduct is agreeable to the 
" principles of the philofophy he pi-ofcffcs: and I 
" would have you pay great regard to whatever he 
*' Ihall reafonably tequcft." 



The EDICT of the Emperor Nerva. 

*' rx^HFRE are fomc points, • Quiritcs, 
" X concerning which the happy tenour of my 
" government is, I am perfuaded, a fufBcicnt in* 
" dication of my fentiments j and a good prince 
*' need not give exprefs declarations in matters 
" wherein his intentions cannot but be univcrlaljy 
" underftood. Every citizen in the empire will 
*' bear me witnefs, that I gave up my private 
" repofe to the fecurity of the public, and in 
** order that I might have the pleafure of dif-. 
*' penfing new bounties of my own, as alfo of 
" confirming thofc which had been granted by my 

** predcceffors, 

* A general appellation givca to the Roman people. 



7^ 
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*' prcdeceflbrs, But left the memory of him** who 
" conferred thcfc grants, or the diffidence of thofe 
" who received them, fliould occaGon any inter- 
" niption to the public joy ; I thought it no lefs 
** neceflary than it is agreeable to me to obviate 
** thefe fulpicions, by affuring the perfons con- 
*^ cerned of my indulgence. Let it not be thought 
^ that I (hall fefcind either the public or private 
*' afts of any former Prince, in order to merit the 
*^ credit of feftoring themj nor need any who 
*' have received the gratifications of imperial fa- 
** your, petition me to have them confirmed. 
*^ Rather let them leave me at leifure for confer- 
^ ring new grtot^ 1 under the afilirance, that I am 
•' only to be folicited for thofe bounties which 
** have not already been obtained, and which the 
•* happier fortune of the empire has put it in my 
** power to beftow/* 

From the fame, to Tullius Justus. 

*' TTAVlNG publicly declared myitfolutioh 
** XJL to confirm the «di6b of my predeceflbrs, 
** and even thofe alfo which may have been pre*? ' 
** vented by their deaths^ from being carried into 
^^ efieft ; the dire£bions contain^ in Domitiao's 
^ refcript muft be obferved/* 

^ Domitian* 

T a LET- 



ifS THE LETTERS BookX* 



LETTER LXVIL t^ the Emperor 

. TltAJAN. 

FLavius Archippus has conjured tnc, by alt 
my vows for your profperity, and by your 
immortal gbry, that I would tranfmit to you the 
memorial which be prefented to me. I could not 
refufe a requeft preflfed upon me in. fuch terms ^ 
however, I acquainted the profecutrix with this^ 
my intention^ from whc5m I have alfo received a 
memorial on her part, I have annexed them both, 
to this letter -, that by hearing, as it were, each, 
party, you may the better be enabled to decide. , 



LETTER LXVIIL Tra|aj|/(? Puny. 



IT is poitible tli^t Comitian ihight be ignbraiie 
of the circwimances ift which Archippus wasy 
when he wrotYth^ letter fo much to that philo- 
fopher's credit. However, it is more agreeable 
to my difpofition to fuppofe that priflce defagned 
t ^ 
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he fliould be rcftored to his former fituation; efpe- 
cially- fince he fo often had the honour of a ftatue 
decreed to him by thofe, wlio could not be * igno- 
rant of the fentence pronounced againft hiai by 
the Proconful Paullus. But I do not mean to 
intimate, my dear Pliny> that if any new charge 
fliouId be brought, you fhould be the left difpofed 
to hear his accufers. I have examined the memorial* 
of his profecutrix, Furia Prima, as aifo that of Ar- 
phippus himfelfi which you fent with your letter. 

* In the text of all the editions it is qut ign^rahantt but 
the reafoning feeiQs to require the negative particle ; though 
the commentators have jpaiTed over Uie parage without oor 
jjcAion, 



t3 LET- 
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LETTER LXIX. To the Emperor Tkajav. 

TH^ apprehcnfipns you cxprcfs, Sjr*, that the 
lal^c will be in danger of being entirely drain*^ 
ed, if a communioition fhould be opened between 
that and the fea, by me^ns of the river, are agrec^ 
able to that fagacity you fo eminently pofltfsi 
but I think I have found a method to obviate 
that inconvenience. A chaond may be cut from 
the lake to the river, and a narrow flip of land 
left between them. By thefe means the water 
in the lake will not only be preferved and kept 
diftinft from th^ river, but the fame purpofe^ will 
be anfwer'd as if they were united; for, it will 
be very cafy to convey over that litdc intervening 
ridge, whatever goods Ihall be brought down by 
the canal This is a fcheque which may be pur- 
fued, if it ihould be found nece0ary | but I hop^ 
there will bp no occafion to have recourfe to it. For, 
\n the firft place, the lal^e itf^lf is confiderably deep j 
find in the next, by damming up ^ fiver which 
runs from if on the oppofite fide, aqd turning it3 
courfe as we ihal} find expedient, the fame quantity 
of water ipay (till be retained, Bcfides, there arc 

feyergj 
» §€c letters JO and 5? of this Bool^- 
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(everal little brooks near the place where it i^ pro- 
pofed the channel (hall be cut, which if flcilfulljr 
coUeffced, will fupply the lake with water in pro- 
portipn to what it fhall difcharge. But if you 
ihould rather approve of the channel's being ex- 
tended ferther, and cut narrower, and fo conveyed 
direftly into the fea, without running into the river 5 
the reflux of the tide will return whatever it re- 
ceives from the lake. After all, if the natyre of 
the place fhould not admit of any of thefe fchcmes, 
the courfe of ihe water may be checked by fluices. 
Thefe, however, and many other particulars, will 
be more IkilfuUy examined into by the en^neer, 
whom, agreeably to your promife, I hope you will 
fend; for indeed. Sir, it is an enterprise well 
worthy of your attention and magnificence. In the 
mean while. I have written to the illuftrious Cal* 
purnius Macer, in purfuance of your orders, to fend 
me a fkilful engineer proper for this occafion* 



LETTER LXX^ Trajan to Flint. 

TT is evident, my dear Pliny, that neither your 
-*- prudence nor your care have been wanting in 
this affair of the lake % (ince, in order to render 
it of more general benefit, you have provided fo 
T 4 many 
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many expedients ^ainft the hazard of its being 
drained. 1 leave it to your own choice to partus 
which-ever of the fcheipf' fliall be thought molt 
proper. Calphurnigs Maccr will fiirnifh you, no 
doubtj'wirh an engineer, as artifts of that kind ai* 
not wanting in his province. 



LETTER LXXI. Tethe EtHferorTmAjAK, 

A Very confiderable queftion, Sir, in which 
this whole province is interefted, has been 
lately ftarted, concerning the " ftate and mainte- 
nance of deferted children. I have examined the 
conftitutions of former Princes upon this head, but 
not finding any thing in them relating cither ht 
general or particular, to the Bithynians, I thought 
it neceflary to apply to ypu for your dir^ftions ; 
for, in a point which feems to require the fpccial 
interpofition of your authority, I could not content 
myfelf with following precedents. An edidt of the 
Emperor Auguftus (as pretended) was read to me 
concerning one Anniaj as alfp a letter from Vcf- 
pafian to the Lacedemonians, and another from 
Titus to the fame, with'one likcwife from him tQ 
the Achffians. At the iamp time fome letters 

from 

» That is. whether they fliopl4 be confidcred in a flate of 
freedom or flavery. '* "» 
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from Domitian were exhibited to me, direfted to 
the Proconful Avidius Nigriqus, and Armenius 
Brocchus, together with one from that Prince to 
the Lacedaen^onians,: but I have not tranfmittecj 
them to you, as well becaufe they were not correft 
(and fome of them too of fufpicious authority) as 
becaufe I imagine, the true copies are prcfcrve4 
in your archives, 

LETTER LXXII. Trajan /^ Punv. 

TH E queftion concerning fuch children who 
were cxpofcd by their parents, and after- 
wards preferved by others, and educated in a ftate 
of fervitude, tho' born free, has been frequently 
difcuffed ; but I do not find in the conftitutions of 
the Princes my predeceffors, any general regula- 
tion upon this head, extending to all the provinces. 
There are, indeed, fome refcripts of Domitian to 
Avidius Nigrinus^ and Armenius Brocchus, which 
ought to be obfervedj but Bithynia is not com- 
prehended in the provinces therein mentioned. I 
am of opinion therefore, that the claims of thofe 
who afTert their right of freedom upon this prin- 
cipje, Ihoyld be allowed wirfiout compelling them 
to purchafe their liberty by re-paying the money 
advancjcd for their maintenance. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXIII. "To the Emperor Tka]kh. 

HAving been petitioned by certain perlbns to 
grant them the liberty (agreeably to the 
practice of former Proconfuls) to remove the 
relics of their deceafed relations^ fu^fting that 
either their monuments were decayed by age, or 
ruined by the inundations of the river, or for 
other reafons of the fame kind i I thought proper, 
$ir, knowing that in cafes of this nature it is ulual 
at Rome to apply to the college of Friefts, to 
confult you, who are the fovereign of that facred 
prder, how you would have me a6t in this matter. 

LETTER LXXI V. Tr aj ak to Pliny. 

IT will be a hardlhip upon the provincials to 
oblige them to addrefs thcmfelves to the col- 
lege of Priefts, whenever they may have juft rea- 
fons for removing the afhes of their anceftors. In 
this cafe therefore, it will be better you fhould 
follow the example of thfe governours your prcde- 
ceflbrs, and grant or deny them this liberty as you 
fljall fee rcafonable. 

t E T- 
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LETTER LXXV. to the Emperor Tkk]ks, 

I 

T Hare enquired. Sir, at Prufa, for a proper 
-*■ place on which to eredt the bath you were 
pleafcd to permit that city to build j and I have 
.found one to my fatisfadion. It is upon the fitc 
where formerly, I am told, ftood a ,very beautiful 
fabric, but which. is now entirely fallen into ruins. 
By fixing upon that fpot, we ftiall gain the advan- 
tage of ornamenting the city in a part which at 
prefent is exceedingly deformed, and enlarging 
it at the fame time without removing any of the 
prefect edifices j only rebuilding one which is fallen 
to decay. There are fome circumft^nces attending 
thijs faft ftrudiure, of which it is proper 1 fliould in-r 
forn> you. Claudius Polyaenus bequeathed it to the 
emperor Claudius Caefar, with diredions that a 
temple fhould be ere^ed to that Prince in the 
xnidft of a piazza j and that the remainder of the 
edifice fhould be let out in apartments. The city 
received the rents for a confiderable time ; but the 
piazza, together with the whole dome, partly by 
having been plundered, and partly by being neg- 
lefted, is entirely gone to ruin, and there is now 
fcarce any thing remaining but the ground upon 
which it ftood. If you fliould think proper. Sir, 
either to give or fell this fpot of ground to the city, 

as 
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zs it lyes fo conveniendy for thcif purpofe, they 
will receive the fevour as the higheft mark of your 
indulgence;. I intend, with your permiffion, to 
place the hath in the vacant area, and to extend 
a range of porticos with feats, in that part where 
the former edifice flood, This new ere<5Uon I de- 
fign to dedicate to you, by whofe bounty it will rife 
with all the elegance and nugnificence worthy of 
your glOTious name. I have fent you a copy of 
the will, by which, tho' it i^ incorreft, you will fee^ 
that Polyaenus left federal ornamental articles for 
the embcUifhment of this houfe; but thefe alfo arc 
loft with all the reft : I will hpwe ver make the ftrift- 
eft enquiry after them that I am able, 

LETTER LXXVI. Trajan to Pliny. 

I Have no objeftion to the Prufenfcs making ufe 
of the area together ^rhthc untenanted houfej, 
V^hich yqu fay is fallen in?o ruins, for the ifitua- 
tion of their bath. But is Dot fufficicntly clear 
by your letter, whether the temple in the center 
of the piazza was aftually dedicated to Claudiu^ 
or not i for if i twere, it is ftill xonfecrate4 
ground % 

• And confcquently by the Rowian lavv§ unapplicablc to 

any oiher purpofe. ' 

LET, 
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LETTER UtXVlI. to tbi 
Emperor Trajan. 



T Have been prclfed by foitaef perlbns to takd 
-*• upon myfelf the cognizance of caufes relat- 
ing to claims of freedom by birth-right, agree- 
ably to a refcript of Domitian's to Minucius Ru- 
fus, and to the practice of former Proconfuls. But 
upon calling my eye on the decree of the fenatc 
concerning cafes of this nature, I find it only men- 
tions • the Proconfular provinces, I have there- 
fore,. Sir, deferred interfering in this aSair, till^ 
I Ihall receive jrouf commands how you would 
have me a<%. 

* The Roman provinces in the times of the Emperors, 
were of two forts, and diitingaUhed by the name of the 
Fravincia Ca/aris^ and the Provinda Senatus. The Proviuciof 
CUefarits oi' imperial pravinces, were ftich as the Emperor, 
for reaibn^ of policy, rpferved to his own immediate admini* 
flration, or of thofe whom he thought proper to appoint : 
The; Pr9wnciit Senafut, or Proconfnlar provinces, were fuch 
as he left to the government of Proconfuls, or Prastors^ chofen 
hi the ordinary method of ele^ion. [F'id, Suet, in Jug. c. 44* 
n. I.] Qf the former kind was filthy iiia« at the time when 
our author prefided in that province. Fid* Majinii/iu PUn^ 
P- IJJ- 



LET^ 
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LETTER LXXVIIL Trajak n Ptinr. 

TF you will fertd itlc the dccfite of thcfcnate, 
-*" which occafioned your doubt, I ihall be able to 
judge, whedier it is (yoper you ihould take cagni^ 
zance of caufes relating to claims of freedom by 
birth-righr. 

LETTER LXXIX. ^o the Emperor ICkaj ah. 

Julius Largus, of the province of • Pontica, 
(a perfon whom I never faw, nor indeed ever 
beard his name till lately) in confidence. Sir, of 
your diftinguilbing judgment in my favour, has 
intruded me with the execution of the hft rnftandcr 
of his loyalty towards you. He has left me by his 
will, his feftate upon truft, in the firft place to re- 
ceive out of it 50,000 feftcrces ^ for my own ufe, 
and to apply the' remainder fgr^ the benefit of the 
cities of*" Hcraclea and> Tios, either by erefting 
fome public edifice dedicated to your honour, or 
inftituting Athletic games, as I fhail judge proper^ 

Thefc 

* A province in Afia, bordering upon the black fea» and b/ 
fome ancienc geographers confideied as one province witb 
Bithynia. ' 

^ About 400 1. fterling. 

* Cities ot Pontus near the Eozice or black fea» 
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Thcfe games arc to be celebrated crcry five years, 
and to be called ^rajmfs games. My principal 
reafon for acquainting you with this bequeft is, 
diac I may receive your direftions which of the 
reipeftive alternatives to choofe. „. . ,- 

LETTER LXXX. Trajan to Pliny. 

BY the prudent choice Julius Largus has 
made of a truftee, one would imagine he had 
known you perfeAly well. You will confider then 
which of the alternadves will mod tend to perpetu* 
att the teftator's memory, under the circumftances 
of the refpedive ciues; and make your option 
accordingly. 

LETTER LXXXL sn? /A^ £i»?^i?r Traj an . 

XT'OU afted agreeably, Sir, to your ufual con- 
fummate prudence, when you ordered the 
illuftrious Calpurnius Macer to fend a legionary 
centurion to Byzantium * : You will confider whe^ 
ther the city of Juliopolis does not alfo deferve the 
lame attention; which, tho' it is extremely fmall, 
iuftains very great burthens, and is fo much the 
mofc expofed to oppreflions, as it is lels capable 
of refifting them. Whatever benefits you (hall 

confer. 

* ConiUniinople. 
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con&r upon that city, wiU in effect be advantageonfs 
to the whole country ; for^ it is fituated at the en- 
trance of Bithyoia, and is the town thro' which all 
who travel into this province generally pals* ! 



LETTER LXXXn. Trajan /^ Ptmir. 

THE circumftances of the city of Byzantium 
are fuch, bf the great conBuend^ of ftrangers 
to it, that I thought it incumbent upon mc to ho* 
Hour it with a legionary centurion's gfiard, i^^ich 
was always granted to them in former reigns. But? 
if we ihould diftinguifh the city of JuliopoUsiathe 
fiime manner, it will be introducing a precedent 
for many other towns, whofe claim to that favour will 
rife in proportion to their want of ftrength. I have 
ib much confidence, how.evcr^in your adminiffrationji. 
as to believe you will omit no method of proteft- 
log them from, injuries. If any perfon (ball a6t 
contrary io the difcipUne I have ei^oined, let them 
be inftandycorreaedi or if they happen to be fol- 
dicrs and their crimes fliould be too enormous for 
immediate ehaftifemcnt; I would have them fentto 
their officers, with an account of the particular 
mifdemeanour youflidl And they have cpmmittedj 
but if the delinquents Ihould be on their way to 
Rome, inform me by letter; 

L E T. 
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LETTER LXXXin. ^aibe 
Emperor TKAjA}f.y 

BY a law of • Pompey*s concerning the Bkhy- 
hians, it is enaded, Sir, that no perfbn fliall 
be a magtftrate, or be chofen into the fenate under 
the age of thirty. By the fame law ic is declared, 
that thoie who have exercifed the office of nnagif- 
trate, are qiralifted to be members of the fcriate. 
Subfcquent to this law, the Emperor Augufttis 
pubKflied an edift, by which it was ordained, that 
pcrfons of the age of twenty-two fhould be capa- 
ble of being magiftrates^ The qneftioh therefore 
is, whether thofe who have cxercifed the fonftions 
of a magiftrate before the age of thirty, may be le- 
gally chofen into the fcnate by the * Ccnfors ? And 
if fo, whether, by the fame kind of conftruftion, 
they may be elefted fenators, at the age which en- 

» Pompey the Great having fubdued Mithridates, and by 
that means greatly enlarged the Roman empire, pafTed feveral 
lav^s relating to the newly -conquered provinces, and» among 
others, that which is here mentioned ; as Catanxus obferves 
from Appian. 

^ The right of eledling fenators did not originally belong 
to the Cenfors, who were only, as Tully fomawhcre call* 
them. Guardians of the difcipline and manners of the city ; but 
in procefs of time, they engroffed the whole privilege of con* 
feiring tl^t honoar. 

Vol. II. U tides 
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titles them to be magiftrates, tho* they (hould not 
adually have borne any office ? For, this cuftom> 
it ieemsj has hitherto been obierved, and is faid to 
be expedient; as it is rather more advantageous that 
peribns of noble birth fhould be admitted into the 
fenate^ than thofe of Plebeian rank. The Cenfbrs 
cleft having defired my (entiments upon this point, 
I was of opinion, that both by the law of Pompey 
and the edift of Auguftus, they who had exerciied 
the maglftracy before the age of thirty, might be 
chofen into the fenate : and for this reafon i be- 
caufe the edift allows the office of magiftrate to 
be undertaken before thirty, and the law declares, 
that whoever has been a magiftrate, (houki be 
eligible into the fenate* But with relpjcft ^o thofe 
who never difcharged any office in the ftate, tbo' 
they were of the age required for that purpofe, I 
had ibme doubt ; and therefore. Sir, I apply to 
you for your direffcions. I have fubjoined to this 
letter the heads of the law^ together with the edift 
of Auguftus. ^ 



LET^ 
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LETTER LXXXIV. Trajam /c Puwy. 

I Agree with you, my dear Pliny, in your con- 
ftruftion; and am of opinion that the law of 
Pompey is fo far repealed by the edift of the em- 
peror Auguftus, that thofe perfons who are not un- 
der twenty-two years of age may execute the 
office of magiftrates, and be received into the 
fenate of their relpeftive cities. But I think 
that they who are under thirty years of age, and 
have not difcharged the fundion of a magiftrate, 
cannot, upon pretence that in point of years they 
were connpetent to the office, legally be elefltcd in- 
to the fenate of tht if feveral communities* 



LETTER LXXXV. rotbc 
Emperor Trajan. 

WHILST I was difpatching at my apart- 
ments in Prufa % fome affairs, Sir, relating 
to the public, with an intention of leaving that city 
the fame day; Afclepiades, a magiftrate, informed 
me, that Eumolpus had appealed to me from a 
motion which Cocceianus Dion made in their fe- 
' .V % mtc« 

I ^ At the foot of Moant OIymou9« 
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nate. Dionj it Ieems> having been appointed fu* 
pervifor of a public edifice, deHred that it might 
be alfigned * to the city in form. Eunrwlpus, who 
attended as counfcl for Flavius Archippus, infiftcd 
that Dion (hould firft be required to deliver in his 
accounts relating to this work» before it Ihould be 
afligned to the corporation; fuggefting that he had 
not performed his office in a requifite manner. He 
added at the fame time, that in this building, in 
which your ftatue is ereftcd, the bodies of Dion's 
wife and (on are entombed ' ; and urged me to hear 
this caufe in the puUic court of judicature. Upon 
my aflenting to his requeft, and deferring my 
journey for that purpofe; he defired a longer day 
in order to prepare matters for the Hearing, and 
that I would try this caufe in fome other city. I 
appointed the city of Nicea: and accordingly hav- 
ing taken my feat on the tribunal^ Eumolpus, 

pretending 



^ This, probably, was ibme a£t whereby the city was to 
mify and confirm the proceeding! of Dion under the com* 
miiHon affigned to him* 

* It was a notion which generally prevailed with the an- 
cientii, in the Jewiih as well as Heathen worl<), that there was 
a poUttuon in the contadl of dead bodies, and this they ei:- 
tende'd to the very houfe in which the corpfe lay» and even to 
the iwcovisred vefTels that ftood in the iaoae n>om. [Fid. iW. 
4»tiq. Y. z. iSS.] From (boie fuch ofMiiion as this it is pio- 
* bable, that the circamftance here mentioned of placing TtZ" 
jafli^s ftatae where thefe bodies were depoiited^ was efteemed 
as a mark of difrepc£t to hisperfon. 
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pretending flot to be yet fofficicntly prepared, 
nidvcd tfeat the frid might be again put off: Dionj 
<in the contrary, infifted it ihoiild be now heard. 
They deba^d this point very fully on both fides, 
and entered a litdc into the merits of the caiffc^ 
when being of opinion, that it was reafonaWc it 
Ihould be adjourned, and thinking it prdpcrw ad- 
vife with you in ^n affair which was of coniequence 
in point of example, I direfted them to exhibit the 
articles of their refpeftive allegations, in writing: 
for, I was dcfirous you (hould judge from their 
own exprefs reprefentations, of the ftate of the 
queftion between them. Dion prpmifcd to comply 
with this direftion j as Eutnolpus alfo affurcd me he 
would drawup a mcmdrial of what he haW to aSedge 
on the part of the community. But he added, that 
being only concerned as advocate on behalf of 
Archippus, whofe inftruftions he had already laid 
before n^e, he had nothing to charge with refpeft 
to the fepulchres. Archippus however, for whom 
Eumolpus was counfel here, as at Prufa, affured 
me he would himfclf prefent a charge in form 
with refped to this laft article. But neither Eii- 
molpus nor Archippus (tho* I have waited feveral 
days for that purpofc) have yet performed their 
engagement: Dion indeed has; and I have an* 
nexcd his, memorial to this letter. I have in- 

U 3 fpcfted 
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fpfcfted the buildings in qiicftion, where I .find 
your ftatue is placed in a library; and as to the 
edifice in which the bodies of Dion's wife and fbn 
are faid to be depofited; it ftands in the nciiddle of 
an area fiirrounded with a colonade. Deign, there- ' 
fore, I intreat you, Sir, to diredt my judgment in 
the determination of this caufe above all others, as 
it is a point to which the public is greatly atten- 
tive. And, indeed, it highly deferves a very ma- 
ture deliberation, fince the faft is not only acknow- 
ledged, but countenanced by many precedents. 

LETTER LXXXVI. Trajan to Pliny. 

XT'OU well know, my dear Pliny, that it is 
-*^ my fixed maxim not to render , myfelf an 
objcd: of terror, either by fevere and rigorous mea- 
fures of government, or by encouraging accula- 
tions of treafon againfl: the refpeft due to my per- 
fon: you had no reafon, ^therefore, to hefitate a 
moment upon the point,, concerning Which you 
thought proper to confult nie. Without entering 
into the merits of the queftion, (to which I would 
by no means give any attention, tho' there were 
ever fo many inftances of the fame kind) I recomr 
mend to your care the "examining pf Dion*s ac- 
counts relating to the public works which he has 

finifhed ; 
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finiftiedi as it is a cafe in which the intereft of the 
city is concerned, and as Dion neither ought, nor, 
it fecms, does refufe, to fubmit to the examina- 
tion. 

LETTER LXXXVIL ^QtbeEmperor 
Trajan. 

THE Niceans having, in the name of their conn- 
munity, conjured me. Sir, by all my hopes 
and wifhes for your profperity and immort&l glory 
(an adjuration which is and ought to be moft facred 
to me) to prcfent to you their petition; I did not, , 
think myfelf at liberty to refufe them: I have there- 
fore annexed it to this letter. 

LETTER LXXXVIII. Trajan to Pliny. 

THE Niceans, I find, claim a right, by an 
edift of Auguftus, to the eftate of every 
citizen who dies inteflatc. You will therefore 
fummon die feveral pities interefted in this quef- 
tion, and with the afliftance of Epimachus and 
Gemellinus, my Procurators (having duly weigh- 
ed every argument that fliall be alledged againft 
the claim) determine as fhall appear moft equit- 
able. 

U4 LET-, 
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LETTER IXXSIX. To the EmpertfT 
Trajan. 

MAY this and many fucceeding birth-days 
be attended. Sir, with the higheft felicity 
to youi and may you, in the midft of an uninter- 
rupted courfe of health and profperity, be ftiU add- 
ing to the increafe of that immortal glory, which 
your virtues juftly merit ! 



t. E T T E R XC. Trajan to Pliny. 

YOUR wifhes, my dear Pliny, for my en* 
joyment of many happy birth-days amidft 
the glory and profperity of the republic, were ex-» 
tremely agreeable to me. 

L E T T E R XCI. Ito the Emperor Trajan. 

THE city of * Sinope is ill fupplied. Sir, 
with water, which however may be brought 
thither from about fixteen miles diftance, in great 
plenty and pcrfedkion. The ground indeed, near 
the fource of this Ipring, is, for fomewhat more 

than 
• In the province of Pontica. * , 
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than a mile, of a very fufpictous and \oQ& nature} 
but I have dire<%ed an examination to be made 
(which will be efFedted at a fmallexpenqc) whether 
it is fufficiently firm to fupport any fupc'rftrut9:urc# 
I have taken care to provide a fuitable fund for 
thispurpofe, if you fhould approve. Sir, of a work 
fo conducive to the health and pleafure of this co- 
lony greatly diftrefled by a fcarcity of water. 



LETTER XCIL Trajan to Puny. 

I Would have you proceed, my dear Pliny, tn 
carefully examining, whether the ground you 
fufpeft, is firm enough to fupport an aqu«dudl4 
per, I have no manner of doubt that it is proper 
the cixy of Sinope fhould be fupplied with water 1 
provided their finances will bear the cxpence of ^ 
work fo conducive to their health and pleafure. 



LETTER XCIIL To the Emperor Tr ajan. 

THE free and confederate city of * Amifus 
enjoys, by your indulgence, the privilege of 
jjcing governed by its own laws. A memorial hav- 

* A colony of Athenians, in the province of PonUca. 
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lunring been there prefented to me concerning 
a charitabk ^ inftitution, I have fubjoined it to 
this letter, that you may confider. Sir, whether, 
and how far, this fociety ought to be licenfed or 
prohibited. 

LETTER XCIV. Trajan /(? Puny^ 

IF the prayer of the petition of the Amifcni which 
you have tranfmitted to me, concerning the 
eftabliihment of a charitable fociety, be agreeable 
tQ their own laws, which by the articles of alliance 
it is ftipulated they (hall enjoy, I fhall not oppofe 
it; efpecially if thefe contributions are employed, 
not for the purpofcs of riot and faftion, but for the 
fupport of the indigent. In other cities however, 
which are fubjedt to our laws, I would have all 
aflemblies of this nature prohibited. 

* The learned Cafaubon, in his obfervations upon Theo- 
phraflus (as cited by one of the commentators) informs us 
that there were at Athens and other cities of Greece, cer- 
tain fraternities, which paid into a common cheft a monthly 
contribution towards the fupport of fuch of their members 
who had fallen into misfortunes; upon condition that if 
ever they arrived to more profperous circunrftances, they 
ihould repay into the general fund the money fo advanced. 



LET- 
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LETTER XC V. "fo the Emperor Trajan. 

SUetonius Tranquillus, Sir, is a perfon o? great 
probity and learning, as well as of noble birth. 
I wa^s fo much pleafed with his difpofition and 
manners, that I long fince invited him into my 
family, as my conftant gueft and domeftic friend j 
and my afFeftion for him* increafcd the morel 
difcovered of his charafter. Two reafons concur 
to render the privilege * which the law grants to 

thofe 

* By the law for enconragement of matrimony (fome ac« 
count of which has already been given in the notes above) 
thofe who lived batchelorsy were declared incapable of inhe- 
riting any legacy by will ; fo likewife if being married, they 
^ had no children, they could not claim the full advantage of 
benefa^ions of that kind : • Thus Naevolus in Juvenal, very 
humoroufly urges his gallantries in his friend's family* 
as a meritorious piece of fervice which he had done hinu 

Nullum ergo meritum eft, ingraU ac ferfide, nullum, 
^od tibi filioluSi 'vdfilia nafcitur'ex me /■— 
Jura parentis haf>es ; propter vatfcriheris beres ; 
Legatum omne capis, necnon H duke caducum. 

Sat. 9. V. %Zy &c» 

And ow'Il thou nothing then, ingrate ! to me. 
That from my loins you fons and daughters fee ? 
A parent's privilege by me you gain. 
And the rich legacy xnfull obtain. 

Pliny tlierefore alludes to this law, when he mentions the 
bounties of Trancjuillus's deceafed friends, as one reafon why 
it was expedient for him to obtain the jus trium liberorum, 
viz. in order to entitle him to the full benefit of their feverai 
beqaeils. 

f Lipfii excurf. in Tac* an. 3. c 04, 
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thofe who have three children, particularly neccf- 
fary to him j 1 mean, the bounty of his friends, and 
the ill fuccefs of his marriage. Thofe advantages 
therefore, which nature has denied to him, he 
hopes to obtain from your goodnefs, by my inter- 
ceffion. I am thoroughly Icnfibie, Sir, of the va- 
lue of the privilege I am aflcipg -, but I know too I 
am aiking it from one, "whofe gracious compliance 
with all my defires, i have ampljr experienced. 
How paffionately I wifh to do fo in the prefent 
inftance, you will judge by my thus requefting it 
in my abfence j which I would not, had it not 
been a favour which I am more than commonly 
anxious to obtain. 

LETTER CXVI. Trajan to Plinv, 

"VT'O U cannot but be perfedtly fenfible, my dear 
Pliny, how refervcd I am in granting fa- 
vours of the kind you defire ; havmg frequently 
declared in the feijate, that I had not exceeded 
the number which I affured that illuftrious order 1 
would be contented with. I have yielded, how- 
ever, to your requeft i and have direfted it to be 
inferted in my regifter, that I have conferred upon 
Tranquillus, on my ufual conditions, the privilege 
which the law grants to thofe who have three 
children. ' 

c LET- 
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yLETTgR* XCVII. totbeEmpergr 
Trajak, 

IT is a rule. Sir, which I inviolably obfcrve, to 
refer myfelf to you in all my doubts; foif, who 
is more capable of removing my fcruples, or in-: 
forming my ignorance? Having never been pre- 
fent at any trials concerning thofe perfons who 
arc Chriftians,. I am unacquainted not only with 
the nature of their crimes, or the meafure of their 
punifliment, but how far it is proper to enter in- 
to an examination concerning them. Whether 
therefore any difference is ufually made with re- 
fpeft to the ages of the guilty, or no diftinftion 
is to be observed between the young and the 
adult J whether repentance intitles them to 4 paf- 
donj or if a man has been once a Chriftian, it a* 
vails nothing to defift frgm his error; whether the 
very prpfeflion of Chriftianity, unattended with 
any criminal aft, or only the crimes themfelves m- 

herent 

* This letter is elletmed as almofl the only genuine mona- 
ment of ecckfiaflical antiquity relating .to the times immedi- 
ately fucceeding the Apoftles, it being written not above forty 
years at xnoft after the death of St. Paul. It was preferred 
by the Chrillians themfelves as a clear and unfufpicidlis evi- 
dence of the purity of their dodrines ; and is frequently ap- 
pealed to by the early writers of the church againfl the calam* 
nics of their adverfaries. 
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I 

herent in the profefiion are pimifhable; in all thefe 
points I am greatly doubtfufi. In the mean while 
the method I have obferved towards thofe who 
have been brought before me as Chriftians, is 
this: 1 interrogated them whether they were 
Chriftians: if they confeiTedj I repeated the que- 
ftion twice J adding threats at the fame time; 
and if they ftill perfevered, I ordered them to 
be immediately punilhed. For^ I was perfuaded^ 
whatever the nature of their opinions might 
be> a contumacious and inflexible obftinacy cer* 
tainly defcrved correftion. . There were others 
alfo brought before me pofiefied with the fame 
in&tuation, but being ^ citizens of Rome^ I di« 
refted that they (hould be conveyed thither. But 
this crime fpreading (as is ufijally the cafe) while it 
was aftually under profccution, feveral inftances 
of the fame nature occurred. An informaxion 
was prefented to me without any name fubfcribed, 
contsiining a charge againft feveral perfons: thefe, 
upon examination, denied they were, or ever had 
been, Chriftians. They repeated after me an in- 
vocation to the gods, and offered religious rites 

with 

^ It was one of the privileges of a Roman citizen^ fecured 
by the Sempronian law, that he cot^ld not be capitally con- 
MiSted but by the fufFrage of the people; which feenis to have 
lieen ftill fo far' in force, as to make it neceilary to fend th« 
pqfpns here mentioaed to Rome* 
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with \^ine and frankincenfe before your ftatue; 
(which for that' pnrpofc I had ordered to h^ 
brought together with thofe of the Gods) and evoti 
reviled the name of Chrift; : whereas there is no 
forcingi it is faid^ thofe who are really Chriftians^ 
into any of thefe compliances. I thought it proper 
therefore, to difcharge them. Some among thofe 
who were accufed by a witnefs in ^perfon, at firft 
confeflcd thcmfelves Cliriftians, but immediately 
after denied it J the reft own'd indeed they had 
been of that number formerly, but had now (fome 
above three, others more, and a few above twenty 
years ago) renounced that /errour. They gU 
worlhipped your ftatue and the images of the 
Gods, uttering imprecations at the fame time 
againft the name of Chrift. They affirmed the 
whole of their guilt, or their errour, was, that they 
met on a certdn ftated day before it was light, and 
addrefled themfelves in a form of prayer to Chrift, 
as to fome God, binding themfelyes by a folemn 
oath, not for the purpofes of any wicked defign, 
\^ut never to commit any fraud, .theft, or adultery, 
never to falfify their word, nor deny a truft when 
they fhould be called upon to deliver it up: 
after which, it was their cuftom to feparate, and 
then re-aflemble, to eat in common a harmleis 
meal From this cuftom^ however^ they defifted 

after 
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after the publication of my cdift, by which, ac- 
cording to your commands^ I forbade the meet* 
ing of any aifemblies. In confequence of this 
their declaration, I judged it the more nccef-^ 
fery to endeavour to extort the real truth, by put- 
ting tw) female flaves to the torture, who were 
feid to officiate * in their religious fundbions ; 
but all I could Afcover was, that thefe people 
were aftuated by an abfurd and exceffive fiiper- 
ftition. I deemed it expedient, therefore, to ad- 
journ all farther proceedings, in order to confuk 
you. For, it appears to be a matter highly de- 
ferving your confidcration; more efpecially as 
great numbers njuft be involved in the danger 
of thefe profccutionsi which have already extend- 
ed, and are ftill likely to extend, to perfons of all 
ranks and ages, and even of both fcxes. In faft, 
this contagious fuperftition is not confined to the 
cities only, but has fpread its infedion among 
the neighbouring villages and country. Never- 
thclefs, it ftill fcems poflible to feftrain its pro- 
grefe. The temples^ at leaft, which were once 

almoft 

* Thefe wotatUy it is fuppofed, exercifed the fame office aj 
Thcebc mentioned by St. Paul, whom he fliles Deaccnefs of 
Ck« church of Cenchrea. Their bufinfif$ waa to tesd^ the poor 
.and ficky and 'Qther charitable offices; a$ alfo to affi(l at. the 
ceremony of female Kaptifm« for the more decent perfbrroance 
of that rite : as Voffius obferves upon this paflage. 



\ 
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almoil deferted, begin now to be frequented; and 
the facrcd folemnitics, after a long intermijSipn are 
revived ; to which I muft add, there is again alfo 
ft general demand for the viftims, which for fome 
time paft had met with but few purchafers. From 
the eircumftances • 1 have mentioned, it is eafy to 
conjedure what numbers might; be reclaimed, if 
a general pardon wert granted to thofe who fhali 
repent of their error. ^"'"^ 



LETTER XCVIII. Trajan to Pliny. 

TH E method you have purfued, my dear 
Pliny, in the proceedings againft thofe 
Chriftians which were brought before you, is ex- 
tremely proper J as it is not poffible to lay down 
any fixed rule by which to aft in all cafes of this 
nature. But I would not have you officioujly enter 
into any enquiries concerning them. If indeed they 
Ihould be brought before you, and the crime fcould 
be proved, they muft be punilhcd*; with this re- 

' ftriftiort 

• If we impartially examine the prefcnt inftancc of the per- 
fecution of the Chriftians, we (hall find it to have been ground- 
cd on the ancient conftitution of the ftate, and not to have 
proceeded from an arbitrary ol- intolerant fpirit in Trajan; 
The Roihan legiflature appears to have been early jealous of 
any innovation in point of public worihip ; and we find the 

Vol. II. X magiftraies. 
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ftriftion however ; that where the party denies he 
is a Chriftian, and fhall make it evident that he is 
not by invoking our Godsj let him (notwith- 
fianding any former fufpicion) be pardoned upon 

hs 

magiftrates, during the old republic, frequently interpoiing in 
♦cales of, that nature, Valerioi Maximus has colk^ed feme 
inftancesto that purpofc, [L. i.e. 3.] and Livy mendons it as 
an eftablifhed principle or the earlier ages of the common- 
wealth, to guard again ft the introduction of foreign cerenio^ 
nics of religion, ^^iies (fays that excellent hiflorian, fpeak- 
ing in the pcrfon of one of the confuls who is addrefling^ hitn- 
felf to the people) quoiies hoc patrum a*vrumque at ate negotium 
^fi ntaglfiratihus datum^ ut facra externa fieri veiarent ? Judi'" 
cahant inim prudint^aii 'uiri^-'^ibil 4pqut diffol^vendic re.igicjtis 
eje» quamuhi non fatri^j fed externo tttu facrificarttur, [L. 39. 
c. 16.] It was an old and invariable maxim Hkewife of the 
Roman government, not to fufFer any unlicenfed affemblies 
of the people; as the reader muft have obferved by feveral 
of the preceding letters in this book : and to that fa6^ Livy 
alfo bears witnefs ; Majores vefiri (fays the hiftorian) ne vos 
^uidem ntfi quum, &C. /orte temere coire noluerunt ; ^ ubicun^ 
qui multitudo ejfet^ ihi et legitimum reBorem multitudims tenfe^ 
hant deheriijji, [L. 36. c. 25.] 

The circttmftance that attended the Chriftian afiemblies be- 
ing held at an unufual hour (ante iucemj (eems to have railed 
a furmife, that they were of the Bacchanalian kind. For it is 
extremely obfervablc, that in the account which the Chriftians 
here give of the true defign of their meeting, they juftify 
theoifelves from the very crimes with which the fiacchana- 
lians had been charged ; intimating, it flicuIJ feem, that they 
themfelves had been taxed with the fame : Je facramento non 
■ nd fcdus aliquod ohfitingere ; fed ne furta, ne htrocinia^ m 
adulteria commiiterent^ ne fidem fallerent, &c. which runs cx- 
a^flly parallel with the accufation againft the Bacchanalians, at 
it ftands in Livy: Nee unum genusnoxofyftiipra promifcua^ Sec. 
fed falfi teficit fclfa Jigna teftimoniaque ^ indicia ex eadem 
^fficina exibant. [Liv. I. 3^. c. 8.] 

Upon the whole then it appears evident, that thefc primitive 
Chriftians, deeply impreffed with the evidence of the holy reli- 

gion 
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his repentance. Informations without the accii- 
fcr's name fubfcribed, ought not to be received in 
profecutions of any fort; as it is introducing a 
very dangerous precedent, and by no means agree- 
able to the equity of my government. 

LETTER XCIX. to the Emperor Traj a». 

THE elegant and beautiful city of* Amaftris, 
Siri has, among other capital buildings, a 
moft noble and extenfive piazza. On one entire 
Tide of this ftrudlure runs, what is called indeed 
A river, but in efFeft is no other than a vile com- 
mon fhore, extremely offenfive to the eye, aiid at 
the fame time very unwholfome by its noxious va* 
pours. It will be advantageous therefore in pbinc 
^of health, as well as ornament, to have \i covered j 
which Ihall be done^ with your permiffion : as I 
will take care, on my part, that money be not 
wanting for executing fo noble and neceffary a 
work; 

gion they profeflcd, nobly dared at ill hizard to render them- 
lelves obfioxipus, not particuljirly indeed to Trajan, but to the , 
antient and intolerant laws of the ftate ; by refufing to join in 
tommonion with the eftahlrjhed worftiipj by aflembling them-^ 
Telves without legal authorityi and By holding their meetings 
at a fufpicioas hour of th^ night. 

^ Situated on the black fea, in the province of Pontus; 

X a LEt^ 
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LETTER C. Trajak /^ Pliny, 

IT is highly reafonablc, my dear Pliny, if the 
water which runs thro' the city of Amaftris is 
prejudicial to the health of the inhabit^ts> that it 
fhould be covered, I am well aflured you wiU, 
with your ufual attention, take care that the money 
neceflary for this work (hall not be wanti%. 



LETTER CI. To the Emperor Tkajav. 

WE have celebrated. Sir, with great joy and 
feftivity, thofe votive folemnities which 
were pubUckly proclaimed as formerly, and renewed 
them the prefent year, accompanied by the fol- 
diers and provincials; who zealoufly joined with 
\js in imploring the Gods, that they would be 
gracioufly plcafcd to preferve you and the repub- 
lick in that ftate of profperity, which your many 
and great virtues, particularly your piety towards 
them, fojuftly merit. 



LET- 
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LETTER CIL Tkajan to Pliny. 

XT was very agreeable to me to learn by your 
* letter, that the army and the provincials joy- 
fully feconded you with great unanimity, in thofc 
vows which you paid and renewed to the immortal 
Gods, for my preftrvation and profperity. 



L E T T E R cm. Tif the Emperor^ Trajan, 

WE have celebrated, with all the warmth of 
that pious zeal we juftly ought, the day ia 
which, by a very happy fucceflion, the proteftion 
of the empire was delivered into your hands 5 re* 
commending to the Gods, by whofe gracious fa- 
vour you received the fovcreignty, the objeft of 
our public vows and congratulations. 



LETTER QIV, Trajan /^ Pliny. 

I Was extremely well pleafcd to b? informed by ' 
your letter that you had, at the head of the 
foldicrs and the provincials, folcmnized my acccf- 
fion to the empire, with all due joy and 7ea^ 



X 3 LElt- 
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LETTER C V. To the Emperor Trajan. 

I 

VAlcrius Paulinus, Sir, having bequeathed to 
me the right * of patronage over all his freed- 
men, except ones I intreat you to grant the freedom 
of Rome to three of them. To defirc you to extend 
this favour to all of them, would, I fear, be too 
unreafonable a trelpafs upon your indulgence,- 
which, having ai;nply experienced, I ought to be fo, 
much the more cautious in troubling. The per- 
fons for whom I make this requeft are, C. Valerius 
-ffiftiaeus, C. Valerius Dionyfius, and C. Valerius 
Aper. 



LETTER CVI. Trajan /b Plinv. 

ILTOU aft in a mod worthy manner by con-. 

^ fulting the intereft of thofe perfons whom, 

Valerius Paulinus has confided to your trultj I 

cannot therefore but encourage you, as far as de- 

I pends 

• By the Papian la\v, which pafTed in the confulfhip of M, 
Papius Matihs iaod Qj^ Poppeas Secundus. U. C. 761. if a 
freedman died worth a hundred thoufand feilerces, (or about 
Soo 1. of our money) leaving only one child; his patron, (that 
IS, the matter from whom he received his liberty) was entitle^ 
to half his cltate; if he left two children, to one third ; but if 
i^orc than two, the patro^ w^s' abfplotely excluded.. Thi^ 
was afterwards altered by Jdftinian, Inft, L 3. /;/. 8. 
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pends upon me, to lofc no rime for that pur- 
pofe. I have accordingly granted the freedom of 
the city to fuch of his freedmen, for whom you 
requeued it, and have direftcd the patent to be 
regiftc:r*dt I am ready to confer the fame on thp 
reft, whenever you (haH defirc me. 



LETTER C VII. To the Emperor Tr ajah^ 

PAccius Aquila, captain of the fixth equef- 
. trian cohort, requcfted me. Sir, to tranfmit 
his petition to you, in favour of his daughter. I 
thought It would be unkind to refufe him this 
good ofEce, knowing, as I do, with what patience 
and humanity you attend to the petitions of thp^ 
ibidiers. 



LETTER CVIII. Tr a;a1^ Uf Pliny. 

IHave read the petition of P. Accius Aquila,. 
captain of the fixth equcftrian cohort, whiclj 
you fent to me; and in compliance with his re- 
queft, 1 have conferred upon his daughter the frec-^ 
dom of the city of Rome. I fend you at the fama 
time the patent, which you will deliver to Wjn. 



X4 l-E'T- 
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LETTER CIX. Totbe Emperor T raj aw. 

IRcqucft, Sir, your direftions with refpeft to thp 
recovering of thofe debts which arc due to the 
cities of Bithynia and Pontus, either for rent, or 
goods fold, or for any other confideration. I *find 
they have a privilege conceded to them by feveral 
Pro-confuls, of being prefer'd to other creditors; 
and this cuftom has prevailed, as if it had been 
eftablifhed by law. Your prudence, I imagine, 
will think it. neceflary to enaft fome fettled rUlc, 
by which their rights may always be fccu^ed. For 
the cdifts of others, how wifely foever founded, arc 
but feeble and temporary ordinances, unlcfs con- 
firmed and fanftioned by your authority. 



LETTER ex. Trajan /i? Puny. 

THE right which the cities either of Pontus 
or JBithynia claim relating to the reco- 
very of debts of whatever kind, due to their feve- 
ral communities, muft be determined agreeably tq 
ttheir refpedive laws. Where any of thofe commu- 
nities cjyoy the privilege of being prefcr'd to other 
creditors, it muft be maintained ^ but wherie no fuch 
privilege prevails, it would not be juft that I fhould 
cftablifh one, in prejudice of private property. 
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LETTER GXL To the Emperor Trajan, 

THE folicitor tp the treafury of the city of 
Amifis inftituted a claim^ Sir^ before me 
againft Julius Pifo of about 40,000 ■ denarii, which 
were prefented to him by the pijblic above twenty 
years ago, with the confent of the general council 
and affembly of the city : and he founded his demand 
upon certain of your edifts, by which donations of 
f this kind arc prohibited. Pifo, on the other hand, af- 
ferted that he had confer*d large fqms of money 
iiJ)on the conimunity, and indeed, had expended 
jin liberalities to them, almoft the whole of his eftate^ 
He infifted upon the length of time which had m- 
tervened fince this donation, and hoped that he 
Ihould not be compelled, to the ruin of the re- 
mainder ^ of his fortunes, tp refund a prefent, which 

M 

• About 1. 1 661. Sterling. 

^ The tranilator has ventured to give this fenfe to relif^ 
dignitatis. It is, he confeiTes* a very uncommon^ perhaps ^ 
£ngle intlance of the word diguitas being ufed in that mean- 
ing; flill, however, the context, together with the epithet 
which is joined with it, will, he trufts, clearly juHify him. 
There is nothing in the nature of this cafe to make it reafon- 
able to fuppofe, that the dignity of Julius Pifo (hould be im- 
peached : as little is it to be colledted from any thing contained 
in this letter, or Trajan's anfwer. The adje^ive nliqua beibg 
added to dignitas, removes every fufpicion of its fignifying bo* 
nor (as the ingenious French tranflator Monf. de Sacy, and his 
jdumble copier the Italian Tedefchi^ have rendered it) for honour 

icarce 
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had been conferred upon him long fince, in return 
ibr many good offices he had done to the city* For 
this reafbn. Sir, I thought it neccflary to fiifpend 
^ving any judgement m this caule, till I fluli re- 
ceive your direftions. 



LETTER CXII. TRAjAN/<?PuNr, 

THQ' by my edifts I have ordained, that 
no Iargeflt;s fhall be given out of the public 
money ; yet, that nun^berleis private perfbns may 
BOt be diftuibed in the fecure pofiefHon of their 
fortunes, thofe donations which have been made 
long fince, ought not to be called in queftion or 
revoked* We will not therefore enquire into any 
thing that has been tranfafted in this aSair fb long 
^o as twenty years j for I would be ao Icfs atten* 
%?ve to fccure the repofe of every private man, 
than to prefcrve the treafure of every public 
community, 

fcarce admits of fradlions, and there can be no remainder after 
a fabllradion of that kind. The troth, it ihoald feemj is, that 
as the value of a man's eftate was, among the Romans, a ne- 
ceiTarjr qualification to render him capable of the dignities of 
t?ie commonwealth, our author, by a figure of fpeecb, puts 
gigMtios iorfacultas ; the confequent (to fpcak in the language 
^X the grammarians) for the antecedent. 



l-ET- 
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LETTER CXilL To tbeEmpervrXKAjA^^ 

THE Pompeian law, Sir, which is obferved 
in Pontus and Bithynia, docs not direft that 
any money ftiall be paid into the public cheft by 
thofe who are elefted into the fenate by the Ccn- 
^ fors, for their admiflion. It has however been 
lifual for fuch niembers as have been admitted 
into thofe aflemblies, in purfuance of the privilege 
which you were pleafed to grant to fome particu- 
lar cities, of receiving jihoye their legal number, tQ 
pay ^ one or two "" thoui^nd 4enarii on their elecr . 
tion* Subfequent to your grant of this .privilege, 
the Proconful Anicius Maximus ordained (tho^ 
indeed his edict related to* fome few cities only) 
that thofe who Ihould be elefted by the Cenfors 
fiiould alfo pay into the. treafury a certain fum, 
which varied in difierent places. It remaia' 
therefore for your confideration, whether it woul^ 
not be proper to fetde a certain fished fqm for each 
member, who is elefted into the council, to pay 
ypon his admilEonj for, it well becomes you, 
whofe every word and adion deferves to be im- 
mortalized, tocftabiilh laws thgt fh^ll endure fof 
fvcr. 

> About 2^1, ■ « and 5 81. Sterl. 
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LETTER CXIV. Trajan /^ Pun r, 

I Can give no general direftions apf^caUe to all 
the cities of Bitli^ynia, in relation to tbofe who 
are elected members of their refpcdive councils ; • 
whether they fhall pay an honorary fee upon their 
admittance^ or not* It ieems beft therefore, in the 
prefent cafe, (and indeed is ever the iafeft way) to 
leave each dty to exercife its own peculiar laws« 
I think, however, the Cenibrs ought to fct the 
lum lower to thofe who ^re choien into the fenati: 
Conti:ary to their inclinations^ than to the re(t 



LETTER CXV^ Tc fbc Empa-cr TtiAjAUn 

TH E Pompeian law. Sir, allows the Bithy-. 
nians to give the freedom of their reijpedive 
cities to any perfon they think proper, provid- 
ed he. is not' ^ foreigner, but native of fome 
9f the cities of this province. The lame law Ipc- 
cifies the particular caufes for which the Cenibrs 
may expel a member the fenate ; aimongil which, 
that of being a foreigner is not mentioned^ Cer* 
tain of the Ccnfors therefore have defired niy 
opinion, whether they ought to expel a member 
if he (hould happen to be a foreigner. But I 
^ . thought 
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thought it neceflary to receirc your mftrufltons in 
this cafe ; not only bccaufe the Btw, though it fi>r- 
bids foreigners to be admitted citizens, does not 
direft that a fenator Ih^ be expelled for the £une 
reafon, but becaufe I am informed, that there is ia 
«vcry city feireral members of their refpe&i^e fc- 
, nates, who are not natives. If therefore this claufe 
of the Ia#, which feems to be obiblete by long 
cuftom to the contrary, (hould be inforced, many 
cities, as well as individuals, will be thrown into 
great confufion, I have annexed the heads of this 
law CO my letter* 



LETT E'R CXVI* Trajan io Ptmy. 

'VrOU might well be doubtful, my dear Pliny, 
•^ what reply to give to the Cenfors, who con- 
fulted you concerning their right to eltSt into 
the fenatc foreign citizens, tho* of the lame pro- 
vince. The authority of law on one fide, and 
tong cuftom prevailing againft it on the other, 
might juftly occafion you to hefitate. The proper 
meafure in this cafe will be, to make no change in 
what is paft, but to fuffer thofe fenators who arc 
already cleded, though contrary to law, to keep 
their feats, to whatever city they may belong; and 
in all future elcdions, to purfue the diredtion of 

the 
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the Pompeian law: for, to give it a retrofpeftivc 
operation^ would neceflarily introduce grcit cori- 
fufioni 



LETTER CXVIL To tie Emperor Trajan^ 

IT is cuftomary in this city upon any perfon's 
either taking the manly ^robe; folemnizing his 
marriage : entering upon the office of magiftrate, or 
dedicating any public work; to invite the whole fe- 
nate, together with a confiderablc part of the com- 
monalty to a feaft, and diftribiite to each of the 
company one ** or two denarii. I requeft ypu td 
inform me, whether you think proper this cere- 
ix;ony Ihould continue to be obferved, or how far 
you approve of it. For myfelf, tho* I am of opi- 
nion that upon certain occafions, efpecially thofe of 
public feftivals, this kind of general invitations 
may be permitted; yet when they draw together 
a thoufand perfons, afld fometimes tnore, it feems 
to be going beyond a reafonable number, and has 
fomewhat the appearance of faftious largeffes. 

* See vol. i. p. 2*. note". 

^ About feven-pcnce of our money. The fum diilributed 
upon thefe occaiions, fuppofing the aflembly to conliftofa:- 
thoufand perfons^ and two denarii given to each, would 
amount to about 5 8 ]• fterl. 

tET^ 
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LETTER CXVIIL Trajan t9 IJuny. 

IT is with rcafon you apprehend, that thofe 
public invitations, which extend to an im- 
moderate number of people, and where the dole is 
diftributed, not fmgly to a few acquaintance, but as 
it were to whole colkftive fraternities; may be 
turned to the factious purpofcs of ambition. But 
I appointed you to your prefent government fully 
relying upon your prudence, and in Ac perfua- 
fion that you would take proper mcafures for regu- 
lating the manners, aad fettling die peace of the 
province* 

LETTER CXIX- 'To the Empormr Tr aj ak. 

THE Athletic vigors. Sir, in the * IfclafUc 
games, conceive that the ftipend you have 
eftablifhed for the conquerors, becomes due from 
the day they are crowned: for, it is not cffential, 

they 

» Thcfc games arc called I/elaJiicj from the Greek word 
mviXeivfUt iatftboTj bccaufe the vidtors, drawn by white horfes* 
and wearing crowns on their heads, were condu^led with 
great pomp into their refpeftive cities, which they entered 
through a breach in the walls made for that purpofe ; inti- 
mating, as Plutarch observes, that a city which produced 
fuch brave and vidoriou:^ citizens, had little occafion for th^ 
defence of walls. [Catanaus."] They received alfo annually 
a certain honourable ilipend from the public. 
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they pretend, what time they were triumphant*^ 
ly condufted into their country, but when they 
merited that honour. On the contrary, when I con- 
fidcr the meaning of the term Ijfelafticy I am ftrongly^ 
inclined to think, that it is intended the ftipend 
ihould commence from the time of their public 
^ntry. They likewife petition to be allowed the 
treat you give at tbofe combats which you have 
converted into liekftic, tho* their vidorics were 
gained before that change took place: for, it is 
but reafonable, they aflert, that they fhould re- 
ceive the reward in this inflance, as they are 
deprived of it at thoie games which have been 
divefted of the honour of being Ifelaftic, (ince their 
viftories. But I am very doubtful, whether 
a retrplped Ihould be admitted in the cafe in 
queftion, and a reward given, to which the claim- * 
ants had no right at the time they obtained 
the viftory. I beg therefore you would be pleafed 
to dircft myjudgmentinthefe points, by explain- 
ing the intention of your own benefactions. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXX. Trajan to Puny. 

THE ftipend appointed for the conqueror in 
the Ifelaftic games, ought not, I think, to 
commence till he makes his triumphant entry into 
his city; nor are the prizes, at tbofe combats which 
I have thought proper to make Ifelaftic, to be ex- 
tended to thofe who yftrt viftors before that altera* 
tion took place. With regard to the plea which 
thefe Athletic combatants urge, that they ought to 
receive the Ifelaftic prize at thofe combats which 
have been made Ifelaftic fubfequent to thei rcon-» 
quefts, as they are denied it in the fame cafe where 
the games have ceafed to be foj it proves nothing 
in their favour: for, notwithftanding any new 
arrangement which has been made relacing to thefe 
games, they are not required to return tlie recom- 
pence which they received prior to fuch alteration. 

LETTER CXXL To the Emperor Tkajkj^. 

I Have hitherto never, Sir, granted an order • 
for poft-chaifes to any perfon, or upon any oc- 
cafion but in affairs that relate to your adminiftra- 
tion. I find myfelf however at prefent under a fort 
of necefficy to break thro* this fixed rule. My wife 
* See Let. xxiv. of this book, and the note there. 

Vol, II, Y having 
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having received an account ofhcr'' grandfather's 
deaths and being defirous to wait upon her * aunt 
with all pofllble expedition^ I thought it would 
be unkind to deny her the ufe of this privileges as 
the grace of fo tender an office confiils in the early 
difcharge of it^ and as I well knew a journe7 
which was founded in filial piety^ could not fail of 
your approbation. I fliould think myfelf highly 
ungrately therefore, were I not to acknowledge, 
that among other fingular obligations which I owe 
to your indulgence^ I have this in particular, that in 
confidence of your favour I ventured to do with- 
out confulting you, what would have been too late 
had I waited for your confcnt. 

LETTER CXXIL Trajan /(? Pliny. 

'VrOU did me juftice, my dear Pliny, by con- 
fiding in my affcftion towards you. Without 
doubt, if you had waited for my confent to for- 
ward your wife in her journey by means of thofe 
warrants which I have entrufted to your care, the 
ufe of them would not have anfwered your pur- 
pofes as it was proper this vifit to her aunt 
fhould have the additional recommendation, of be- 
ing paid with ail poffible expedition. 

* Fabatus. • HifpoUa. 



THE END. 



AN 



Alphabetical Index 



OF THE 

Perfons Names to whoni Pliny addrefles 
the foregoing Letters. 

N. B. ^be Numeral refers to the Book, the Fipire 
to the E0le. 



TO Acilius, iii. 14. 
To Albinus, vi. 10. 
To Anianus, ii. 16. 

— Ant6ninus, iv. 3, 18. v. 10. 

— ApoUinaris, ii. 9. v. 6. 

— Arifton, v. 3. viii. 14. 

— Arrianus, i. a. ii. 11, 12. iv. 8, 10. id* a. 

viii. 21. 

— Atrius Clemens, i. 10. 

— Augurinus, ix. 8. 
.— . Avitus> ii. 6. 

B. 

To Baffus, iv. 23. 

r— Bebius Hifpanusi i. 24* 

y ft c. Tot 



INDEX. 

C. 

To Calcftrius Tiro> L la. 

— Calphumia^ vi. 4^ 7. vii. 5. 

— Calvinai iL 4* 

•— Calvi(ius» ii. ao. iii. i, 19. v. 7. vJii. 2. ix. 6. 

— Caninius, ii, 8. iii, 7, vi, ai. vii, 18. viii. 4. 

«• 33- ^ 
— - Caninius Runis^ i, 3, 

— CapitOj V. 8. 

— C^ciliuSj iii, |2« 

— Catilius Scvcrus, i. 12. 

— Celer, vii. 17. 

— * Celerina, fee Pompeia. 
— ^ Cerealis, ii. 19. iv, ai« 

— Clarus^ fee Septitius. 

— Clemens, iv, 2. 

— Coccia (and her hufband Spurinna) iii* lo, 
— • Colon, ix. 9. 

— • Corellia Hifpulla, iii, 3, iv. 19, vii. 14, viii, 1 1. 

— Cornelianus, vi. 3 1 . 

— Cornelius, fee Fufeus. ' 

— Cornutus, vii. 21, 31, 

E. 

To Erucius, i. 16. 

F. 

To Fabatus, iv. i. v. 12, vi. 12, 30. vii, li, 16, 
^3> 32, viii. 10. 

— Fabius, fee Juftus. 

~- Falco (Pompeius) i. 23, iv. 27. vii. 22. ix. 15. 

— Fcrox, vii. 13, 

— Firmus, i. 19. 

— Flaccus, V. I2* 

To 



I N D E Xr 

To Fundanus (Minutius) u 9. iv. 15. vi, 6. ^ 

— Fufcus, vii. 9. iXt 36, 40, 

G. 

To Gallus, ii. 17. iv» 17. viii. ao. 

— Gcminus, vii. i, 124. viii. 5, aa* ix. ii» jo. 

— Genialis, viii. 13. 

— Genitor (Julius) ix. 17. 

To Hifpanus, vi. 15. 

— HifpuUa, fee Corellia Hifpulla. 

. ^ J. 

To Julius, fee Genitor. . 

— Junior, viii. 15. ix. I2. 

— Junius, fee Mauricus. 

' — Juftut (Fabius) i. 1 1'. vii. 2# 

L. 

To Lateranus, ix. a7. 
— - Lepidus, iv. 7. 

— Lucinius, fee Sura. 

— Lupercus, ii. 5. ix. a6. 

M. 

To Macrinus, ii. 7. iii. 4. vii. 6^ 10. viii* I7vlx. 4« 

— Macer, iii. 5. v. 18. vi. 24. 

— Mamilianus, ix. 16, 25. 

— Marc^llinus, v. 16. viii. 23. 

— Mauricus (Junius^ i. 14. ii, 18. vi. 14, 15. 

To 



INDEX. 

To Maximus, ii* 14, iii. 2, ao. W. 10, 25. r. 5. 
vi. 11, 34. vii. a6. viii. 19, 24. ix, i, tj. 
*— Mmucius, vu. li. 

— Minutianus, iii. 9. iv. 11. viii. 12. 

— Minutius, fee Fundanus> 

— Montanus, vii. ^19. viii. 6. 

— Muftius, ix. 39. 

To Nafo, iv. 6. 

— Nepos, ii. 3. iii, 16. iv. a6. vi. 19. 

O. 

To Oftavius Rufus, i. 7. ii. 10.' 
r- Oppius, ix. ^f^^ 



p. 

ToPaternus, i. ai. iv. 14. viii. 16. 

— Paulinus, ii. 2. iv. 16; v. 19. ix. 3,37. 

— Pompeia Celerina, i. 4. 

— Pompeius, fee Faico, and Satuminus. 

— Pontius, V. 15. vi. 28.. vii. 4. 
-— Praefens, vii. 3. 

^— Prifcus, ii. 13. iii. 21. vi. 8. vii. 8, 19. 
•— Proculus, iii. 15, % 

To Quadratus, vi. 29. ix. 13, 

-r Quintilian, vi. 32. 



R. To 



.'7 » u^i—" 



-ir . __; 



INDEX. 

R. 

To Reftitutus, vi. 17. 

^- Romanus, fee Voconius, 

— Rufus, vi. aa. v. 21. vii. af. 
•— Rufinus, viii. i8, 

— Rufo, ix, 19. 

— Rufticus, ix. 29* ^. 

S. 

To Sabinus> iv. 10. vi., i8. ix. 2» x8. 
— - Sabinianus, ix, 11^ 24. 

— Sardus, ix. 31. 

— Saturninus (Pompeiu$) i. 8. v. 9. vii. 15. 

ix.38. 

— Scaurus, v. 13. 

— Septitius, i. i. vii. 28. Viii. u 

— Septitius Claurus, i. 15. 
•— Servianus, iii. 17. vi. 26. 

— Severus, iii. 6, 18. iv. 28. v. i. vi. 27. ix. 22/ 

— Sofius Senecio> i. 13. 

— Soffius, iv. 4. 

— Sparfus, iv. 5. viii. 3. 

— • Spurinna, iii, 10. v. 17. "" 

— Sura (Licinius) iv. 30. vii. 27. 
•— Suetonius, fee Tranquillus. 

T. 

To Tacitus (Cornelius) i. 6, 20. iv. 13. vi. 9. 

16, 20. vii. 20, ^2* "^"^ ?• *^' ^^> '4* 
— • Tiro, vi. i, 22. ix. 5.- 

— Titianus (CorneliusJ i. 17. ix. 32. 

— Tranquillus, i. 18. iii. 8. v. 2. ix. 34. 

— Triarius, vi. 23. 

V.To 



1 N D E X. 

V. 

To Valcns, iv. 24. 

— Valerianus^ ii. 15. v. 4, 14. 

— Venator, ix. ao, 

— Vcrus, vi, 3. 

— * Voconius (Romanus) i. 5, ii. i. liL i j. iv; 29. 
VK 15, 22. viiL 8. ix. 7, 28. 

— Urfus, iv. 9« V. ao. vi, 5, 13 • viii. 9, 



FINIS- 



ERRATA, Vol. H. 

Page a. 1. 3. after iofi, add tiat. 

5. 1. 2. foryeclude, r. <wrap^ 

17. 1. 2, ahcr orators, stdd 'wtn* 

22. ]. ip. for your, r. jrw. 

51. 1. S' ^^^ P^^» T^* Pencil. 

88. 1. 4. for pen, T.penciL 

112. 1. ult. for ifuitabk, r. yj^, 

147. 1. 4. after ajked, dele for. 

159. 1. 8. for papers, r. accotmts, 

167. 1, I. forjhewft, x. fallen. 

189. I. 19. for hither, r, thither. 

203. 1. 10. after the/e» add aj« 



Vol. IX. 



Printed for J. Dodsj.ev, Pall^Malt 

f - ripHE TranQator of PLIN Y's LETTERS 

JL vindicated from the Objeftions of Jacob 
Bryant, Efq; to his Remarks refpcftiiig Trajan*^ 
Pcrfccutjon of the ChriftUns in Bithynia. 

1. The LETTERS of Sir Jhomas Fitz- 
OSBORNE, on feveral Subjects, 

3. The LETTERS of Marcus Tuluus 
Cicero to feveral of his Friends: With Remarks, 
The Fourth Edition, To which is now added, 
^ General Index. In Three Volumes. 

4. CATO AND L^LIUS; or Effays on 
Old Age and Friendship. By Marcus Tul- 
Lius Cicero. With Remarks. In Two Vo- 
lumes* 

5. The LETTERS of Pliny the Consul 5 
with Occafional Remarks. Two Volumes. 



N. B. The above Uft contains the Whole of the 
Publications by William Melmoth, Efqnire. 



■^% 



-^ 





